
SENATE No. 525
To accompany the petition of Frank E. Stacy, mayor of the city

of Springfield, that provision be made for a new bridge across the
Connecticut River between said city and West Springfield. Roads
and Bridges.

AN ACT
To provide for the Location and Construction of a Bridge

across the Connecticut River between Springfield and
West Springfield.

and House of Representatives
and hy the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

in by the mayor and aldermen1 Section 1. Upon petit!
2 of the city of Springfield to the supreme judicial court

3 for the county of Hampden, a board of commissioners
4 shall be appointed by the said court, or by any justice
5 thereof consisting of three disinterested and suitable
fi persons, not residents of the county of Hampden, one
1 of whom shall be a civil engineer of recognized attain-
-8 ments and reputation.

1 Section 2. The said commissioners shall give one or
2 more hearings in the city of Springfield, of which due

Ci)e Commontoealtf) of

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifteen.
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3 notice shall be given, at which all parties in interest may
4 lie heard, and after hearing such parties they shall de-
3 termine the location of a new bridge across the Connecti-
-6 cut river from some point in Springfield to some point

in West Springfield opposite thereto with suitable ap-
8 proaches and suitable highways from said approaches
9 to existing highways and shall cause plans and specifi

10 cations of such bridge and approaches and highways to
11 be prepared showing dimensions and materials and com-
-13 plete in every detail sufficient for the construction
13 thereof. Such bridge shall be suitable for all the pur-
-14 poses of ordinary travel across said river and shall have
15 two lines of street railway tracks; it shall, if the con-
-16 sent of the United States government be obtained, be
17 built without a draw, but its piers shall be so located
18 and the bridge so constructed that a draw can conven-
-19 iently and economically be placed therein when required
30 and the plans of the bridge shall be such in this respect
21 and as to height above the river as to meet with the

harbor and land commissioners
roval before the return of the
mers to the court as hereinafter

33 approval of the board of
33 and shall bear such app
34 decision of the commissic
25 provided; if the raising
36 railroad of the Yew Yc

or altering of the grade of the
rk, Yew Haven and Hartford

37 Railroad Company, or if the taking of any land or
28 rights therein for said approaches or said highways
29 within the location of said railroad company shall be
30 made necessary by such plans, they shall be such in these
31 respects as to meet with the approval of the public serv-
-33 ice commission and shall bear such approval before the
33 return of the decision of the commissioners to the court
34 as hereinafter provided.

1 Section 3. The said commissioners may accept oi
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3 behalf of the county of Hampden, the city of Spring-del
3 or the town of West Springfield a gift of any land which
4 may be needed for approaches to said bridge or for the
5 laying out of any highway or highways from such ap-
-6 proaches to any existing highway and on behalf of said
7 county, city or town may accept any contract for the
8 conveyance of any such land conditioned upon the erec-
-9 tion, construction or opening of said bridge and on be-

lt) half of said county, city or town may accept any bond
11 conditioned on the conveyance to said county, city or
12 town of any such land absolutely or upon the aforesaid
13 condition.

1 Section- 4. The said commissioners, after notice and
2 a hearing, shall determine what cities and towns in the
3 county of Hampden are or will be specially benefited by
4 the erection of such bridge and what proportional part
5 of the cost of said bridge and of its approaches and of
6 the highways to be laid out from them to existing high-
-7 ways, and of the damages, and of the cost of altering
8 railroad tracks, and of the cost of maintaining and
9 keeping the said bridge in repair and of all other ex-

10 penses incurred under this act shall be paid by said
11 county and by such cities and towns respectively. The
12 word “ expenses ” shall be construed to include the com-
13 pensation of the commissioners appointed under the
14 provisions of this act and of the county commissioners
15 for services performed under the provisions of this act,
16 which compensation shall be such as shall be determined
17 by the supreme judicial court, and also the expenses
18 incurred by both boards of commissioners including ex-
19 penses for such engineering and other expert services as
20 they shall deem necessary to enable them to discha
21 their duties under this act.
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Section 5. The commissioners, or a majority of them,
.hall make return of their decision of all the matters

herein above referred to, to the supreme judicial court
for the county of Hampden. The decree of such court
confirming such decision shall he final and binding.

Section 6. After the entering of such decree by the
upreme judicial court the county commissioners of the

county of Hampden shall lay out, and the said county
acting by the said county commissioners, shall construct
a highway and bridge, with approaches thereto and high-
ways from them, to existing highways according to the
decision of the aforesaid commission so returned and
confirmed. The said county commissioners may lay out
a highway or highways within the location of the Hew

York, Hew Haven and Hartford Railroad Company if
such highway or highways are called for by such decision.
In the laying out of said highways the county commis-
sioners shall take such proc
by law in the case of layim

codings as are now provided
out highivays, and any per-
of damages by said commis-
?medy by application for a

on aggrieved by the award
loners shall have a like r

nry as is now provided by law in the case of laying out
highways by county commissioner
Said county commissioners shall not be disqualified

30 by residence from acting hereunder.

Section 7. The said county commissioners are hereby
authorized to make all contracts which may be necessary
for the construction of said bridge approaches and high-
ways. If it is necessary to disturb the present bridge
extending from Bridge street in Springfield to Hew
Bridge street in West Springfield during the construc-
tion of the new bridge, the said county commissioners



191 SENATE — No. 525.5.] 5

B are hereby authorized to construct such temporary bridge
9 as may to them seem necessary to prevent obstruction

10 to travel, and to facilitate the construction of the new
11 bridge. The said present bridge may be removed and sold
13 in such manner and at such time as the said county
13 commissioners may deem expedient, and all sums oh-
-11 tained from the sale of the old bridge shall he paid into
15 the county treasury and applied to the cost of the new
1(5 bridge.

1 Section 8. The county commissioners are hereby au-
-2 thorized to prescribe the manner in which the New

3 York, New Haven and Hartford Eailroad Company
1 shall raise or alter the grade of its railroad at the point

5 where said railroad crosses or may cross the highway or
6 highways leading to the easterly approach of the said
7 bridge, if said raising or alteration shall he made neces-
-8 sary by the said decision of the commission authorized
9 hv this act, and the said county commissioners shall

10 have authority to determine and prescribe within what
11 reasonable time the railroad shall so raise or alter the
12 grade of its tracks, grounds and buildings.

13 After the said railroad has altered the grade of its
11 tracks, grounds and buildings, and has completed the
15 work the said county commissioners shall determine the
16 damages and expense to the New York, New Haven and
17 Hartford Eailroad Company caused by such raising or
18 changing of the grade of its tracks, grounds and build-
-19 ings, and the said county shall pay such amount to said
20 railroad for such expense and damages, and the same
21 shall be included in the computation of the cost of the
22 bridge.

23 If said railroad company is aggrieved by the estimate
94 of damages sustained as made by the county commission-
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ers as aforesaid, such company may have its damages
assessed by a jury in the manner provided with respect
to damages sustained by reason of the laying out of high-

ways.

Section 9. The county of Hampden shall, in the
first instance, pay all costs and expenses of every nature
incident to the carrying out of the provisions of this act.
To meet such payments the county commissioners may
incur indebtedness, and may issue from time to time,
notes, bonds or scrip therefor to the amount of such costs
and expenses, payable when and bearing such interest
as the county commissioners may determine.

Section 40. When such bridge and highways are
completed the said county commissioners shall file a re-
port of the full cost of carrying out the provisions of
this act in the office of the clerk of the supreme judicial
court for the county of Hampden, whereupon, upon the
application of the county commissioners or of any party
interested, and after such notice as the court may order.
and a hearing, said court shall decree the repayment tc
the county of Hampden of such cost so reported by the
cities and towns and county respectively according tc
the decision of the commission authorized by this act.

Such parts of the highway constructed under this act
as lie easterly of the abutment of the bridge in Spring-
field and westerly of the abutment in West Springfield
shall be maintained and kept in repair by the city or
town in which they are, and such city or town shall be
liable for defects in them, in the same manner as it. is
liable for defects in other highways.

The mayor and aldermen of the city of Springfield
hall have the care and superintendence of the new
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21 bridge and shall cause it to be kept in good repair and
22 safe and convenient for travel; the cost of mainten

pair shall be borne as shall be provided in tl:
21- decision of the commissioners authorized by this act

Section 11. The said
rant to any street railwav

aunty commissioners may

company or companies the
ars over said bridge, upon
strictions and for such com-
mit public interest and con-

privilege of running their c
such terms, conditions and re

pensation as in their judgm
venience may require. The revenue from street car

privileges shall be paid to the county treasurer and ap-
portioned by him to the county, cities and towns in such
proportions as by the decision of the commission au-
thorized by this act they severally pay towards the cost
of maintaining said bridge.

Section 12. The cities, towns and county which shall
be decreed to contribute tow
and keeping said bridge in
liable, under the limitatior
resulting from defects in s

tenances, in the same prop

ards the cost of maintaining
repair shall be respectively
s of the law, for damages
aid bridge and its appur-
ortions as they respectively

pay towards the cost of maintaining and keeping the
same in repair.

Section 13. This act shall take effect upon its pas
lage




