
SENATE No. 551

Senate, May 3, 1915.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was com-
mitted the Senate Bill relative to the practice of dentistry
(Senate, No. 228), report, recommending that the same ought
to pass, in a new draft, herewith submitted.

For the committee,

CHARLES L. GIFFORD.
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AN ACT
Relative to the Practice of Dentistry.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section I. There shall he a hoard of dental examiners
2 consisting of five persons, each of whom shall be a legal
3 resident of this commonwealth, a reputable dentist and a
4 graduate of a reputable dental college, with an actual
5 practice in dentistry in this commonwealth for the ten
6 years next preceding his appointment. Said board shall
7 examine candidates for registration in dentistry. The
8 present members of the hoard of registration in dentistry
9 shall constitute this hoard and shall serve out the re-

10 speetive terms for which they have been appointed. No
11 member of the board shall be a member of the faculty
12 or a trustee of any institution engaged in educating den-
-13 tists or having power to grant degrees in dentistry.
14 The governor, with the advice and consent of the coun-
-15 cil, shall appoint the members of said board in the follow-
-16 ing manner: In April in the year nineteen hundred
17 and fifteen, one member for three years and one for four
18 years; in April in the year nineteen hundred and sixteen,
19 one member for four years and one for five years, and
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20 annually in April thereafter one member for a term of five

21 years. No member shall serve more than two full terms.
22 Vacancies in the board shall be filled for the unexpired
23 term by the governor, with the advice and consent of the
24 council.
25 The governor, with the advice and consent of the coun-
-26 cil, shall have power to remove from office any member of
27 said board for continual neglect of duty required by
28 this act.
29 Said board shall have full power to make and shall
30 publish necessary rules and regulations for the proper
31 conduct of its duties under this act. It shall annually
32 choose one of its members chairman and one secretary

33 and shall hold at least two regular meetings each year
34 in Boston. Four members of the board shall constitute
35 a quorum for the transaction of business. Said board
36 shall keep a full record of its proceedings and a full
37 registry of all persons certified as dentists by it, which
38 shall be public records and open to inspection.
39 A transcript of any of the entries in such record, certi-
-40 fled by the secretary, shall be competent evidence of the
41 facts therein stated. On or before the first day of Jan-
-42 uary in each year said board shall render to the governor
43 a full and accurate account of its proceedings, receipts
44 and disbursements during the year immediately preceding.
45 The chairman and secretary of the board of dental
46 examiners shall each receive a salary of four hundred
47 dollars a year, and the other members of said board shall
48 each receive a salary of three hundred dollars a year.
49 Each member of the board shall receive in addition to

50 his regular salary his necessary travelling expenses ac-
-51 tually incurred in attending meetings of the board after
52 he shall have filed an itemized account of said expenses
53 with the auditor of the commonwealth. Said salaries and
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54 expenses shall be paid out of the treasury of the common-
-55 wealth. The hoard shall keep a record of all moneys re-

-56 ceived and expenses incurred hy it and a duplicate thereof
57 shall be open to inspection in the office of the auditor of
58 the commonwealth.
69 The fees received for examination before the board
60 shall be paid forthwith by the secretary of the board into
61 the treasury of the commonwealth.
62 The board shall publish every three years complete
63 lists of the names and office addresses of all dentists
64 registered and practicing in the state, arranged alpha-
-65 helically hy name and also by cities and towns in which
66 their offices are located.
67 The board shall have the power to call for and require
68 a registration whenever it deems it necessary or expedient
69 to secure accurate lists of the registered dentists practic-
-70 ing in this commonwealth, with their office addresses.
71 Each dentist when he commences practice, either by him-
-72 self or as an assistant, shall forthwith notify the board
73 of his office address. Each registered dentist shall exhibit
74 his full name in plain readable letters in each office or
75 room in which such business is transacted. Any dentist
76 failing to comply with the requirements of this section
77 may be punished by a fine not exceeding fifty dollars.

1 Section 2. Any person twenty-one years of age or
2 over and of good moral character, who has received a
3 diploma from the faculty of a reputable dental college
4 as defined in this act, shall, upon fulfilment of re-
-5 quirements for applicants as hereinafter specified, be
6 entitled to examination by the board of dental exam-
-7 iuers: provided that a person who has spent three years
8 in a reputable dental college as herein defined and has
9 successfully passed all examinations of the first and sec-
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10 ond years, but lias not received a degree, may at the

11 discretion of the board be examined. If found com-
-12 petent said applicant shall be registered by said board and
13 shall receive a certificate of registration signed by the

14 members of the board, which shall be prima facie evi-
-15 deuce of the right of the holder to practice dentistry
16 in this commonwealth. In proof of this right this
17 certificate or a duplicate shall be kept in his of-
-18 fiee in plain view of his patients and shall be shown
19 to any member or agent of the board on applica-
-20 tion.
21 A dental college shall be considered reputable which
22 possesses the following qualifications:
23 Eirst. It shall be chartered and authorized by its
24 charter to confer degrees of doctor of dental medicine or
25 doctor of dental surgery.
26 Second. It shall deliver a full course of lectures and
27 instruction by a competent faculty and corps of instruc-
-28 tors, said course to consist of not less than three separate
29 academic years of not less than thirty-two weeks each of
30 six days for each week, and shall require each matriculate
31 to be a graduate of an accredited high school or to present
32 proof of equivalent training.
33 Each person entitled to examination shall make an
34 application in writing and present proof of his graduation
35 from a reputable dental college and pay a fee of twenty
36 dollars, which shall not be returned to him. An appli-
-37 cant who fails in his examination shall be entitled to one
38 re-examination free of charge, but for each subsequent
39 examination he shall pay ten dollars.
40 The examination may be written or oral or both, at
41 the option of the board, and shall include the principal
42 subjects taught in reputable dental colleges. Demonstra-
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43 tions in operative and prosthetic dentistry, diagnosis and
44 prognosis shall he required.
45 Said board in its discretion may, without examination,

46 upon the payment of a fee of twenty dollars, register and
47 issue a certificate to a dentist who has been lawfully in

48 practice for at least five years in another state, territory
49 or in the District of Columbia, or to any dentist regis-
-50 tered in another state, territory or the District of Co-
-51 lumbia: provided, that said state, territory or District

f Columbia maintain a law containing requirements
equivalent to those of this act, under which he has been

4 registered; and provided, that each applicant present
certificate from the board of dental examiners or other

56 board where he last practiced.
57 Said board may issue duplicate certificates of registra-
-58 tion, upon satisfactory evidence that the original certifi-
59 cate has been destroyed, the fee for which shall be five
60 dollars each

1 Section 3. No person not a registered dentist shall
2 directly or indirectly practice dentistry in the common-
-3 wealth of Massachusetts, except as provided in this act,
4 but the widow, executor or administrator of a registered

ientist who has died, or the wife of one who has been
6 incapacitated, may continue his business under a regis-
-7 tered dentist.
8 It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to oper
9 ate any dental office under any name other than the name

10 of the dentist or dentists actually owning the practice, or
11 a corporation name containing the name of said dentist
12 or dentists.
13 Any person who owns or carries on a dental practice
14 or business, or who by himself, by his servants or agents,
15 or by contract with others, shall perform any operation
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16 on or make examination of, with the intent of performing
17 or causing to be performed, any operation on the human
18 teeth or jaws, or who shall describe himself by the
19 words or letters “ dentist ”, “ D. D. S. ”, or other words,
20 letters or title in connection with his name, or who shall
21 advertise by sign, card, circular, pamphlet or newspaper,
22 or otherwise indicate that he by contract with others, or
23 by himself, his servants or agents, will perform any oper-
-24 ation on or make examination of, with the intention of
25 performing or causing to be performed any operation on
26 the human teeth or jaws, shall be deemed to be practicing
27 dentistry within the meaning of this act, and unless duly
28 authorized thereto by obtaining a certificate as provided in
29 this act shall he liable to punishment as herein provided,
30 and whoever in practicing dentistry as above defined owns
31 and carries on a dental pra tice or business, and in said
32 business employs or permits
33 dentistry as above defined,
34 duly certified and exhibits

any other person to practice
unless such other person is
his name and certificate as

35 herein provided, or who fails to exhibit his name as re-
-36 qnired by this act, shall for each offence be liable to pun-
-37 ishment as herein provided. The word “ person ”in this
38 act shall include a corporation; and any corporation vio-
-39 lating any provision of this act shall he liable to a fine
40 as herein provided, and the officers of the corporation con-
-41 cerned in the said violation shall be liable to fine and
42 imprisonment as herein provided
43 Any person of good moral character and twenty years
44 of age or over who is a graduate of a training school for
45 dental hygienists, requiring a course of not less than
46 one academic year, and approved by said board, or who
47 is a graduate of a training school for nurses and who
48 has received three months clinical training in dental
49 hygiene in any such training schools for dental by-
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50 gienists, may upon the payment of ten dollars, which
51 shall not he returned to him, he examined hy said board

in the subjects considered essential by it for a dental-
53 hygienist, and, if his examination is satisfactory, shall
54 be registered as a dental-hygienist and given a certificate
55 allowing him to clean teeth under the direction of a

56 registered dentist of his commonwealth in public or

57 private schools or institutions approved by the local
58 board of health.
59 An applicant who fails to pass a satisfactory exam-
-60 ination shall be entitled to one re-examination at any
61 future meeting of the board, free of charge, but for each
62 subsequent examination, he shall pay ten dollars.
63 Nothing in this act shall apply to treatment by a regis-
-64 tered physician not practicing dentistry as a specialty,
65 in cases where he deems immediate treatment necessary
66 forthe relief of his patients, nor prevent a registered
67 dentist of another state or his assistant from operating
68 at a public clinic under the auspices of a duly organized
69 and reputable dental college or association, nor prevent
70 a student of a reputable dental college, incorporated
71 under the laws of this commonwealth and granting’ de-
72 grees in dentistry, from performing operations as part
73 of the regular college course.

74 A registered dentist shall have the same right to pre-
75 scribe or buy drugs or medicine for use in the conduct
76 of his practice as a registered physician of this common-
-77 wealth.

1 Section 4. Whoever falsely claims to have a certificate
3 granted by said board, or who, having such certificate,
3 fails to exhibit the same as required hy this act, or who
4 falsely and with intent to deceive claims to he a graduate

of any college granting degrees in dentistry, or who
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6 practices or attempts to practice dentistry without being
7 registered as herein provided, or any registered dentist
S or any owners or managers of an incorporated dental
9 company who shall employ an unregistered person as an

10 operator, may be punished for each offence by a fine of
11 not more than two hundred dollars or by imprisonment
12 for three months or by both fine and imprisonment.

1 Section 5. Sections twenty-four to twenty-nine, in-
-2 elusive, of chapter seventy-six of the Revised Laws and
3 amendments thereof and all other acts and parts of acts
4 inconsistent with the provisions of this act are hereby
5 repealed.
6 The provisions of this act, so far as they are the same
7 as those of existing laws, shall be construed as a continua-
-8 tion of such laws, and not as new enactments, and the
9 repeal by this act of any provision of law shall not revive

10 any law heretofore repealed or superseded, nor shall it
11 affect any act done, liability incurred or any right accrued
12 or established, or any suit or prosecution, civil or criminal,
13 pending or to be instituted to enforce any right or penalty
14 or to punish any offence under the authority of the re-
-15 pealed laws.

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage,
2 except that the educational requirements for candidates
3 shall take effect one year from date of passage.




