
HOUSE No. 54

To the Hon. Albert P. Langtry, Secretary of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

Dear Sir: In compliance with section 6 of chapter 18
of the Revised Laws of the Commonwealth, as amended by
chapter 452 of the Acts of the year 1910, the Massachusetts
Highway Commission has the honor to transmit herewith
that part of its annual report which contains recommenda-
tions or suggestions for legislative action, together with
drafts of bills embodying the legislation recommended.

Very re pectfully,

WM. D. SOHIER
F. D. KEMP,
JAMES W. SYNAN,

Massachusetts Highway Commission
Boston, Mass., Jan. 6, 1916.
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LEGISLATION.

In general the commission feels that the laws in this State
governing the use of motor vehicles and the operation thereof
are entirely adequate and are working satisfactorily.

The commission has found in practice, however, that the
law requiring that all applications for the registration of
motor vehicles shall be sworn to by the applicant, works a
considerable hardship upon the persons wdio apply to register

1 of delay and confusion, espe-
of the year. The commission
corresponding benefit that is

their cars, causing a great de
daily during the busy season
has been unable to see any
secured.

Probably one-third of tl applications received by mail
have not been sworn to. The oath being required by law,
all that can be done is to send the application back in
order that it may be sworn to. This results in the appli-
cant’s having to wait, though he has paid his money and
made his application in time, a few days or a week before
he receives his number plates. Meantime, after the first
day of January he is violating the law if he operates his car.

When applications are made at the office fully one-half of
the applications lack the necessary path, and a very consid-
erable delay is caused by the time required to administer
the oath. While the commission has in its employ twenty-
one justices of the peace who can administer the oath, the
application may be presented to a clerk at the counter who
is not one, and the public are delayed and kept in line while
a justice is secured.

Many applications, properly made out, but not sworn to,
are brought up by a chauffeur, an office boy, or other per-
son who is not the applicant, yet the law requires that the
application be sworn to by the applicant.
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More than 40,000 motor vehicles will have been registered
■this year prior to the tenth day of January, so that a very
large number of the public will have been delayed and incon-
venienced by this requirement of the law.

The commission therefore recommends that the law re-
quiring an application for the registration of a motor vehicle
to be sworn to by the applicant be repealed.
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AN ACT
To dispense with the Oath required on Applications for the

Registration of Motor Vehicles.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section two of chapter five hundred and
2 thirty-four of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 nine, as amended by section one of chapter four hundred
4 of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and twelve, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out, at the end
6 thereof, just prior to the last sentence, the words;
7 “Every application filed under the provisions of this
8 section shall be sworn to by the applicant before a justice
9 of the peace or a notary public. The fee for such oath

10 shall not exceed twenty-five cents.”

1 Section 2. Section three of chapter five hundred and
2 thirty-four of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 nine, as amended by section one of chapter six hundred
4 and five of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and ten,
5 and as amended by section two of chapter two hundred
6 and four of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and

Cbe Commontoealtt) of o@assad)Uoetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.
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7 fourteen, is hereby further amended by striking out at the
8 end thereof, just prior to the last sentence, the words:
9 “Every application filed under the provisions of, this

10 section shall be sworn to by the applicant before a justice
i?11 of the peace or a notary public. The fee for such oath

12 shall not exceed twenty-five cents.”

1 Section 3. Section four of chapter five hundred and
2 thirty-four of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 nine, as amended by section two of chapter sixteen of the
4 acts of the year nineteen hundred and fifteen, is hereby
5 further amended by striking out at the end thereof, just
6 prior to the last sentence, the words: “ Every applica-
-7 tion filed under the provisions of this section shall be
8 sworn to by the applicant before a justice of the peace or
9 a notary public. The fee for such oath shall not exceed

10 twenty-five cents.”

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




