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Commission for the Blind, Boston, Jan. 4, 1916.

To the General Court of Massachusetts.
In compliance with the provisions of chapter 269 of the

General Acts of the year 1915, the Commission for the Blind
has the honor to present the following parts of its ninth
annual report covering the year ending Nov. 30, 1915, which
contain recommendations for legislative action, each accom-
panied by a draft of a bill embodying the legislation recom-
mended.

Respectfully, for the Board,

JAMES P. MUNROE,
Chairman

Cfjc Commontoealti) of s^assac&usetts.
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RECOMMENDATIONS TO BE CONTAINED IN THE
NINTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MASSA-
CHUSETTS COMMISSION FOR THE BLIND.

As a necessary step towards securing more detailed infor-
mation concerning existing public relief of the blind in
Massachusetts, the Commission for the Blind introduces a
bill amending the act under which it now works, so that
(1) the State Board of Charity and Overseers of the Poor of
cities and towns may be required to report to them, as they
occu -

, cases of families in which there is a blind member or
members to which either public outdoor or indoor relief is
granted; and (2) that the Commission for the Blind may be
required to report to these boards any activity on their part,
in relation to cases already known to have been aided by
them.

The Commission believes that this will not only be a means
of securing needed information but will also prove a practical
basis of co-operation in many cases. While the Commission
believes that the emplnsis in organized work for the blind
should be placed, as far as possible, on educational and
industrial work, it realizes that relief is necessary in many
cases and that both relief and educational and industriil
aid should be given with due regard to each other.

This recommendation the Commission believes to be in
line with the voluntary co-operation already existing in
individual instances between the Commission and the State
Board of Charity and local overseers, and it hopes to further
promote this co-operation by allowing one of its Workers to

I.



1916.] HOUSE No. 55. 3

devote full time to relief problems, both with a view to
adjusting individual cases and discovering to what extent
adequate aid may be secured from both public and private
sources under existing laws and conditions, this being
merely an extension of work already undertaken by the
Commission’s field workers for some years.

An occupational colony is needed, not to replace, but to
supplement existing shops. It will provide both an adequate
centre for industrial training for men, and regular institu-
tional occupation for certain groups. The Commission is
fully aware, of course, of the disadvantages of institutional
life; but long experience compels the conclusion that such an
occupational colony as it proposes is essential to meet certain
needs that, in its opinion, can be met in no other way.

Such a colony is needed, first, for training purposes, both
to relieve the established, non-resident, shops and to provide
a residential centre where time and supervision may be given
more freely than in a shop, to the special needs of the
individual. It is needed, in the second place, in order to
provide for certain men who would be either happier or safer
in such an institution than in the community. It is needed,
in the third place, for that type of unskilled man who cannot
earn his living in a non-resident shop, but who can be made
useful and to a degree self-supporting in such a place.

It should be made clear at the start that residence in this
proposed colony is to be wholly voluntary. It is to serve
the double purpose of a training institution, where men may
be tried out in order to discover what they are best fitted for,
and of a true colony where certain of them may be given
continuous employment as long as they are able and willing
to do their share. The colony, therefore, is designed to
accommodate a changing group, the more self-reliant men
being transferred to outside employment, as they show
themselves prepared, those entirely incapable or those un-
willing to do their share, being dismissed or transferred to
other institutions, and the few who need special help and
supervision remaining in more or less permanent residence.
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Experience has demonstrated that blind men may, under
suitable division of labor, take a successful part in farming,
and it is proposed to provide also for persons not wholly
blind, but with such seriously defective eyesight as to make
it practically impossible for them to work in competition
with the seeing. The other industries provided will be as
far as possible diversified, in order to meet the needs of men
of varying ability. The number resident in the colony at
any one time should not exceed thirty. It is intended to
make the occupational colony an active, cheerful place, in
which every one “keeps up his end,” and in which the co-
operative principle shall be as fully as possible carried out.

The Commission submits herewith an act designed to meet
this need, which may also be regarded as one part of the
plan which it believes to be the wise alternative to pensions
for the needy blind.


