
HOUSE No. 112
Bill accompanying the petition of Oscar L. Armour and others for

amendments of the laws concerning the licensing and registration of
hunters. Fisheries and Game. January 7.

AN ACT
To amend the Laws concerning the Registration of Hunters.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter six hundred and
2 fourteen of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 eleven is hereby amended by striking out the words
4 “as affecting in any way the provisions of the general
5 laws relating to trespass”, in the fifth and sixth lines,
G and by striking out the words “nor shall the possession
7 of the said certificate of registration grant or confer any
8 privilege not enjoyed prior to the passage of this act”,
9 and inserting in place of the latter the words, Nor

10 during any open season in which it is lawful for a person
11 licensed under the provisions of this chapter to hunt,
12 pursue, take or kill, any bird or quadruped, shall civil
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13 or criminal action for trespass under the general laws
14 relating to trespass be maintained against such licensed
15 person during the term of his license, when on private
16 property, more than two hundred yards from the nearest
17 inhabited dwelling, or a barn used to shelter animals or
18 stock, provided, at or near the time of his trespass for
19 which said action is brought, said licensed person
20 shall have in his possession bis license or duplicate
21 license, and shall show the same to any person demand-
-22 ing it, and provided at the time of said trespass he is
23 passing over the land on which trespass may be claimed
24 without damage to person or property of any person,
25 and without unnecessary delay in going to or from
26 hunting, or when he is engaged in hunting in an orderly
27 manner and without breach of the peace, and without
28 damage to person or property of any person, so as to
29 read as follows: It shall be unlawful for any person
30 to hunt, pursue, take or kill any bird or quadruped
31 without first having obtained a certificate of registra-
-32 tion as hereinafter provided: provided, however, that
33 nothing in this act shall be construed as authorizing
34 the hunting, pursuing, taking, wounding, or killing, or
35 the possession of birds or quadrupeds, contrary to any
36 laws now or hereafter in force. Nor during any open
37 season in which it is lawful for a person licensed under
38 the provisions of this chapter to hunt, pursue, take, or
39 kill, any bird or quadruped, shall action for trespass
40 under the general laws relating to trespass lie against
41 such licensed person, during the term of his license,
42 when on private land more than two hundred yards from
43 the nearest inhabited dwelling or a barn used to shelter
44 animals or stock, provided, at or near the time of his
45 trespass for which said action is brought, said licensed
46 person shall have m his possession his license or duplicate
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47 license, and shall show the same to any person demanding
48 it, and provided at the time of said trespass, he is passing
49 over the land on which trespass is claimed, without
50 damage to person or property of any person, and without
51 unnecessary delay in going to or from hunting, or when
52 he is engaged in hunting in an orderly manner and
53 without breach of the peace, and without damage to
54 person or property of any person. But this act shall
55 not prohibit any person who is a legal resident of Massa-
-56 chusetts from hunting on land owned or leased by him,
57 provided that he is actually domiciled on such land,
58 and that the land is used exclusively for agricultural
59 purposes, and not for club or shooting purposes.”

1 Section 2. So much of section fourteen of chapter
2 ninety-two of the Revised Laws as is inconsistent with

section one of this act is hereby repealed.

1 Section 3. All acts and parts of acts so far as in-
-2 consistent herewith, are hereby repealed.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




