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Association for the passage of resolutions relative to the designation,
construction and maintenance of a system of national highways. Fed-
eral Relations. January 10.

RESOLUTIONS

Relative to the Designation, Construction and Maintenance
of a System of National Highways.

1 Resolved, That, whereas, the providing of various
2 methods of intercommunication has for all ages been of
3 paramount importance, and
4 Whereas, Of all other methods roads are the most uni-
-5 versally used and therefore the most beneficial to the

6 greatest number of people, and
7 Whereas, Of the seven methods of intercommunication,
8 water, roads, postal, railroad, telegraph, telephone and
9 wireless, only one is free to all the people of the earth,

10 and
11 Whereas, All methods of intercommunication have been
12 furthered and fostered by the national government to a

13 greater or less degree, and

Clje CommouVuealti) of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.



9 [Jan.RESOLVE.

14 Whereas, Two of our great systems of transportation,
15 railroad and steamship, have been aided by the national
16 government with hundreds of millions of dollars and op-
-17 erated at a profit by and for a few favored individuals,
18 and to which the entire community has contributed, and
19 Whereas, The annual appropriations by congress are
20 now over one thousand million dollars for war past,
21 present and to come; postal service; government-—legis-
-22 lative, executive, foreign, customs, immigration, interest
23 on public debt, etc.; public works buildings, rivers,
24 harbors, reclamation, forestry, public lands, Panama
25 canal, etc.; education and statistics census, public
26 health and life, etc., and
27 Whereas, In the course of our national existence the
28 total expenditures of the national government on public
29 buildings, rivers, harbors, reclamation, forestry, public
30 lands, and Panama canal have been several thousand
31 millions of dollars, and
32 Whereas, There are about two million three hundred
33 thousand miles of roads in the United States of which
34 more than two million miles are unimproved, and
35 Whereas, More than ninety per cent of the traffic on
36 these roads is confined to less than twenty per cent of
37 their length, and
38 Whereas, A system of not more than fifty thousand
39 miles of national highways (only about two per cent of
40 the total United States road mileage) will give adequate
41 interstate main, trunk and link lines connecting each
42 state with its adjoining states and through them with all
43 other states of the Union, and
44 Whereas, To favor, foster, and further the development
45 of national highways in the length and breadth of these
46 United States of America will secure the benefits social,
47 moral, commercial, industrial, material, educational and
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48 personal —in the progress and uplift of the American
49 people which follow in the train of easy and free inter-
-50 communication and transit between the great centers of
51 population and distribution, and the great productive
52 areas of the nation, and
53 Whereas, Such a system of national highways will en-
-54 courage and accentuate the building of good roads every-
-55 where by the states, counties, cities, townships and towns
56 as the collecting and distributing medium of these na-
57 tional highways;
58 Resolved, That the general court of Massachusetts urge
59 upon the congress of the United States the necessity of
60 the early designation, construction and maintenance of a
61 system of national highways, and
62 Resolved, That copies of these resolutions, attested by
63 the secretary of the commonwealth, be sent to each of the
64 senators and representatives for Massachusetts in
65 congress.




