
HOUSE No. 379
Bill accompanying the recommendations of the Board of Education

(House, No. 376). Education. January 11.

AN ACT
Relative to Registration of Minors.

1 Section 1. Section three of chapter forty-three of
2 the Revised Laws, as amended by chapter four hundred
3 and forty-three of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
4 and fourteen, is hereby further amended by striking out
5 the word “annually”, in the second line; by striking
6 out the words “on the first day of September, and such
7 record shall be completed on or before the fifteenth day
8 of November”, in the tenth, eleventh and twelfth lines,
9 and by adding at the end thereof, the words: At-

-10 tendance officers or the attendance department, under
11 the direction of the school committee and superintendent
12 of schools, shall have charge of the records required by
13 this section, and shall be responsible for their com-

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
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14 pleteness and accuracy. A card, as prescribed by the
15 board of education, shall be kept for every child whose
16 name is recorded under the provisions of this section.
17 Principals, teachers and supervisory officers shall co-
-18 operate with attendance officers in the discharge of their
19 duties under this act.
20 Said attendance officers shall compare the names of
21 persons enrolled in the public and private schools of each
22 town or city with the names of persons recorded as re-
-23 quired by this act, and examine carefully into all cases
24 where persons of school age are not enrolled in and
25 attending some school, as required by section one of
26 chapter forty-four of the Revised Laws, as amended by
27 chapter three hundred and twenty of the acts of the
28 year nineteen hundred and five, chapter three hundred
29 and eighty-three of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
30 and six, and section one of chapter seven hundred and
31 seventy-nine of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
32 and thirteen.
33 The annual school committee report of each city and
34 town shall contain a statement of the number of persons
35 recorded as required by this act, classified by ages, to-
-36 gether with a statement of the number attending public
37 or private schools, and the number not attending school
38 in any given year, as required by section one of chapter
39 forty-four of the Revised Laws, as amended by chapter
40 three hundred and twenty of the acts of the year nine-
-41 teen hundred and five, chapter three hundred and
42 eighty-three of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
43 and six, and section one of chapter seven hundred and
44 seventy-nine of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
45 and thirteen.
46 The supervisory officers of all private schools in the
47 commonwealth shall, within thirty days of the enroll-
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48 ment or registration of any pupil of compulsory school
49 age, report the name, age and residence of said pupil to
50 the superintendent of schools of the town or city in
51 which said pupil may have his residence; and whenever
52 such a pupil withdraws from a private school, the sup-
53 ervisory officer thereof, shall, within ten days, notif
54 the superintendent of schools of the town or city in
55 which said pupil may have his residence, so as to read
56 as follows; Section 3. The school committee of each
57 city and town shall ascertain and record the name
58 and such other infoxunation as may be required by the
59 board of education, of all children between five and
60 seven years of age, of all children between seven and
61 fourteen years of age, of all children between fourteen
62 and sixteen years of age, and of all minors over six-
63 teen years of age, who cannot read at sight and write

legibly simple sentences in the English language, resid-64

65 ing in its city or town. Whoever having under his
66 control a minor over five years of age withholds in-
67 formation sought by a school committee or its agents

68 under the provisions of this section, or makes a false
69 statement relative thereto, shall be punished by a fine
70 of not more than fifty dollars. Attendance officers, or
71 the attendance department, under the direction of the
72 school committee and superintendent of schools, shall
73 have charge of the records required by this section, anc
74 shall be responsible for their completeness and accuracy
75 A cai’d, as prescribed by the board of education, shall b

76 kept for every child whose name is recorded under th
77 provisions of this section. Principals, teachers and super
78 visory officers shall co-operate with attendance officer
79 in the discharge of their duties under this act. Said
80 attendance officers shall compare the xxaraes of persons

81 enrolled in the public and private schools of each town
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and city with the names of persons recorded as required
by this act, and examine carefully into all cases where
persons of school age are not enrolled in and attending
some school, as required by section one of chapter
forty-four of the Revised Laws, as amended by chapter
three hundred and twenty of the acts of the year nine-
teen hundred and five, chapter three hundred and
eighty-three of the acts of the year nineteen hundred

and six, and section one of chapter seven hundred and
seventy-nine of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
and thirteen.
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The annual school committee report of each city and
town shall contain a statement of the number of persons
recorded as required by this act, classified by ages, to-
gether with a statement of the number attending public
or private schools, and the number not attending school
in any given year, as required by section one of chapter
forty-four of the Revised Laws, as amended by chapter
three hundred and twenty of the acts of the year nine-
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of all private schools in theThe supervisory office10G

commonwealth, shall, within thirty days of the enroll-
ment or registration of any pupil of compulsory school
age, report the name, age and x-esidence of said pupil to

the superintendent of schools of the town or city in
which said pupil may have his residence; and whenever
such a pupil withdraws from a private school, the
supervisory officer thereof, shall, within ten days, notify
the superintendent of schools of the town or city in
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which said pupil may have his residence.115
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3 and sixty-eight of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
4 and twelve, chapter three hundred and fifty-six of the
5 acts of the year nineteen hundred and thirteen, and
6 chapter four hundred and forty-three of the acts of the
7 year nineteen hundred and fourteen, is hereby further
8 amended by striking out the words “according to the
9 schopl census taken”, in line ten, and by striking out

10 the word “September”, in the eleventh line, and in-
11 serting in place thereof, the word: April, —so as to
12 read as follows: Section 4- The chairman of each
13 school committee shall annually, on or before the thirty-
14 first day of July, transmit to the commissioner of edu-
15 cation a certificate filled out, signed and sworn to by
16 him, containing the following statements:
17 First. The number of persons between the ages of
18 five and seven years, the number of persons between
19 the ages of seven and fourteen years, and the number
20 of persons between the ages of fourteen and sixteen
21 years, residing in the town (or city) on the first day of
22 April last preceding the date of this certificate.
23 Second. The number of persons in the average mem-
24 bership of the public schools of the town (or ’city), for
25 the school year last preceding the date of the certificate,
26 as determined by the rules of the state school register.

27 Third. The amount of money raised by taxation by
28 the town (or city), and expended during the fiscal year

29 last preceding the date of the certificate for the support
30 of the public schools, including the wages of teachers
31 the transportation of school children, fuel, the care of
32 fires, schoolrooms and school premises, repairs, super-

33 vision, text-books and supplies and school sundries or
34 incidentals, but excluding alterations of school building

1 Section 2. Section four of chapter forty-three of the
2 Revised Laws, as amended by chapter three hundred
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other than repairs, and construction of schoolhouses and
contributions for the support of public schools which
may be received from the commonwealth or from other
sources than local taxation, and also the total ex-
penditures, classified, for the public schools during the
school year last preceding the date of this certificate.
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Fourth. That the town (or city) has maintained
during the school year last preceding the date of this
certificate each of the schools, as required by section one
of chapter forty-two of the Revised Laws, as amended
by chapter one hundred and eighty-one of the acts of
the year nineteen hundred and eight, and by chapter
five hundred and twenty-four of the acts of the year
nineteen hundred and ten, for a period of not less than
thirty-two weeks, or twenty-eight weeks, if such re-
duction has been allowed under the provisions of the
aforesaid section.
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Fifth. That the town (or city) has maintained, dur-
ing the school year last preceding the date of this cer-
tificate, a high school, as required by section two of said

52
03

54
chapter forty-two, for a period of months,35

days, as stated.56

w The board of education is authorized and directed to
prepare and furnish to school committees suitable forms
of the certificate required by this section.
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