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Bill accompanying the recommendations of the State Board of In-
anity (House, No. 400). Public Institutions. January 11.

AN ACT
Relative to Commitment and Discharge of Feeble-Minded

Persons.
and House of RepresentativesBe it enacted by the Senate

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section sixty-three of chapter five hundred
2 and four of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 nine is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof
4 the following: A physician who makes such certificate
5 shall have examined the alleged feeble-minded person
6 within five days of his signing and making oath to the
7 certificate. A certificate bearing date more than ten
8 days prior to the order of commitment of any person
9 alleged to be feeble-minded shall be void and the order

10 of commitment herein provided for shall be void, if such
11 person shall not be received at the school to which he
12 has been committed by such order of commitment within
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.
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13 thirty days after the date thereof. Unless the person
14 sought to be committed is present at the time of the
15 hearing or the application is made by some one legally
16 entitled to the custody of such person, notice of the
17 application and of the time and place of hearing thereon
18 shall be given to the person sought to be committed, and
19 the order of commitment shall state what notice was
20 given or the finding of facts which made notice unneces-
-21 sary, and authorize custody of the person until he shall
22 be discharged by order of a court or otherwise in accord-
-23 ance with law. Section 63A. Any person may make
24 written application for discharge of himself or any other
25 person from the custody of or confinement in the Massa-
-26 chusetts school for the feeble-minded or the Wrentham
27 state school in the manner provided in sections seventy-
-28 eight and seventy-nine. If it appears upon the verdict
29 of the jury, or in the opinion of the justice, if the case
30 is not submitted to a jury, that the person so committed
31 or confined is not feeble-minded, or that continued cus-
-32 tody of his person is unnecessary and unreasonable, or
33 that he can be discharged with safety to himself and the
34 state and will be properly cared for elsewhere, he shall
35 be discharged from confinement, —so as to read as
36 follows: Section 63. If upon application in writing,
37 a judge of probate finds that a person is a proper sub-
-38 ject for the Massachusetts school for the feeble-minded
39 or the Wrentham state school, he may commit him
40 thereto by an order of commitment directed to the trus-
-41 tees thereof, accompanied by the certificate of a physi-
-42 cian, qualified as provided in section thirty-two, that
43 such person is a proper subject for said institution. A
44 physician who makes such certificate shall have examined
45 the alleged feeble-minded person within five days of his
46 signing and making oath to the certificate. A certificate
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47 bearing date more than ten days prior to the order of
48 commitment of any person alleged to be feeble-minded
49 shall be void and the order of commitment herein pro-
-50 vided for shall be void if such person shall not be re-
al ceived at the school to which he has been committed by
52 such order of commitment within thirty days after the
53 date thereof. Unless the person sought to be committed
54 is present at the time of the hearing or the application
55 is made by some one legally entitled to the custody of
56 such person, notice of the application and of the time
57 and place of hearing thereon shall be given to the person
58 sought to be committed, and the order of commitment
59 shall state what notice was given or the finding of facts
GO which made notice unnecessary, and authorize custody
61 of the person until he shall be discharged by order of a
62 court or otherwise in accordance with law. Section 63A.
63 Any person may make written application for discharge
64 of himself or any other person from the custody of or
65 confinement in the Massachusetts school for the feeble-
66 minded or the Wrentham state school in the manner
67 provided in sections seventy-eight and seventy-nine.
68 If it appears upon the verdict of the jury, or in the
69 opinion of the justice, if the case is not submitted to a
70 jury, that the person so committed or confined is not
71 feeble-minded, or that continued custody of his person
72 is unnecessary and unreasonable, or that he can be
73 discharged with safety to himself and the state and
74 will be properly cared for elsewhere, he shall be dis-
-75 charged from confinement.

1 Section 2. Section sixty-four of chapter five hundred
2 and four of the acts of nineteen hundred and nine is

3 hereby amended by inserting after the word “school’
4 in the tenth line the following: A physician who make;



[Jan. 1916-FEEBLE-MINDED PERSONS.4

5 such certificate shall have examined the alleged feeble-
6 minded person within five days of his signing and making
7 oath to the certificate, and such medical certificate shall
8 be void if the person certified to be feeble-minded shall
9 not be received at the school to which he is committed

10 within thirty days after the date thereof, so as to read
11 as follows: Section 64- The trustees of said institu-
-12 tions may at their discretion receive, maintain and edu-
-13 cate in the school department, any feeble-minded person
14 from this commonwealth, gratuitously or otherwise,
15 upon application being made therefor by the parent or
16 guardian of such person, which application shall be ac-
-17 companied by the certificate of a physician, qualified as
18 provided in section thirty-two that such person is de-
-19 ficient in mental ability, and that in the opinion

a fit subject for said school,
such certificate shall have ex-
-minded person within five days
oath to the certificate, and such
be void if the person certified
not be received at the school to

20 of the physician he is
21 A physician who makes
22 amined the alleged feeble
23 of his signing and making
24 medical certificate shall
25 to be feeble-minded shall
26 which he is committed within thirty days after the date
27 thereof. Special pupils may be received from any other
28 state or province at a charge of not less than three hun-
-29 dred dollars a year. The trustees may also at their
30 discretion receive, maintain and educate in the school
31 department other feeble-minded persons, gratuitously or
32 upon such terms as they may determine.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage


