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written application (1) for the control of individual animals specifically identified as posing 
a threat to human safety or individual animals that have destroyed livestock, property or 
crops, and (2) for legitimate scientific research projects that are conducted in a humane 
manner. 

Whoever violates any provisions of this section, or any rule or regulation made under 
the authority thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not less than three hundred nor more than 
one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment for not more than six months, or by both such fine 
and imprisonment for each violation. A person found guilty of, or convicted of, or assessed 
in any manner after a plea of nolo contendere, or penalized for, a second violation of this 
section shall surrender to an officer authorized to enforce this chapter all hunting and dog 
training licenses and permits issued to him or her and shall be barred forever from obtaining 
any such licenses and permits. 

MASS. GEN. LAWS ch. 131 {21 shall be amended by adding "twenty-one A" to the 
first sentence as follows: 

Except as provided in sections twenty-one A, seventy, eighty-one and eighty-two, 
nothing in this chapter . . . 

SECTION 3: In order to allow for the appointment of qualified citizens of the 
Commonwealth concerned with wildlife protection who would not otherwise be eligible 
because of quotas, MASS. GEN. LAWS ch. 21, {7 shall be amended by deleting the 
following language: "shall hold and have held for at least five consecutive years a sporting 
license in the commonwealth, four of whom shall represent the fishing, hunting and trapping 
interests and". 

SECTION 4: If any part, section or subdivision of this legislation, or the application 
thereof, shall be held invalid, unconstitutional or inoperative, as to any particular person, 
persons or conditions, the remainder thereof, or the application of any such part, section or 
subdivision to other persons and conditions, shall not be affected thereby. 

This law was approved by the people at the November 5, 1996 state election under 
Article XLV1II of the Amendments to the Constitution. 

Chapter 454. AN ACT FURTHER AMENDING THE ELECTION LAWS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. The second paragraph of section 22F of chapter 40 of the General 
Laws, as appearing in the 1994 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the 
first sentence the following sentence:- The provisions of this section shall not apply to any 
certificate, service or work required by chapters fifty to fifty-six, inclusive, or by chapter 
sixty-six. 

SECTION 2. Section 7 of chapter 41 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is 
hereby amended by striking out, in line 7, the word "thirty" and inserting in place thereof the 
word:- sixty. 
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SECTION 3. Section 14 of said chapter 41, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 
adding the following sentence:- A temporary clerk appointed under this section shall not be 
required to be a resident nor a registered voter of the city or town. 

SECTION 4. Section 19 of said chapter 41, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 
adding the following sentence:- An assistant clerk appointed under this section shall not be 
required to be a resident nor a registered voter of the town. 

SECTION 5. Section 23 of said chapter 41, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 
striking out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:- A town 
may, after a vote under section twenty-one has been in effect therein for a period of not less 
than three years, by a vote at a meeting held at least sixty days before the annual town 
election, rescind such action in whole or in part and thereupon such town shall, at the next 
town election, nominate and elect such officers as are necessary to carry out the duties 
exercised in accordance with section twenty-one by the board of selectmen or officers 
appointed by them. 

SECTION 6. Section 5 of chapter 43B of the General Laws, as so appearing, is 
hereby amended by striking out, in line 11, the word "twenty-eighth" and inserting in place 
thereof the following word:- thirty-fifth. 

SECTION 7. Section IF of chapter 51 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is 
hereby amended by striking out, in line 7, the words "ten o'clock post meridian of the 
twenty-eighth" and inserting in place thereof the following words:- eight o'clock post 
meridian of the twentieth. 

SECTION 8. Section 37 of said chapter 51, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 
inserting after the word "preaddressed", in line 60, the following words:- and postage 
prepaid. 

SECTION 9. Section 38 of said chapter 51, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 
striking out the last sentence and inserting in place thereof the following two 
sentences:- They shall strike therefrom the name of every deceased voter which has been 
transmitted to them under section fourteen or which has been electronically transmitted to 
them. After the name of a voter has been placed upon the current annual register or upon the 
inactive voters list, they shall not strike such name therefrom unless: (a) the voter has died; 
(b) they have received a duplicate copy of an affidavit of registration from the registrars of 
another city or town; (c) they have received a change of address notification from the 
registry of motor vehicles; (d) they have received a written request from the voter or the 
voter has confirmed in writing that he has moved to another city or town; or (e) the voter has 
not responded to the notice described in section thirty-seven and has not voted in the next 
two biennial state elections following the mailing of such notice. 

SECTION 10. Section 41 of said chapter 51, as so appearing, is hereby amended 
by striking out, in line 6, the word "records" and inserting in place thereof the following 
words:- records, except large print affidavits of registration. 

SECTION 11. The third paragraph of section 42A of said chapter 51, as so 
appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the last sentence and inserting in place thereof 
the following sentence:- No such person shall be provided with an affidavit of registration 

1587 



Chap. 454 

after the close of registration nor in any city or town other than that in which he claims the 
right to vote; provided, however, if the applicant is in the military or naval service of the 
United States, he may so register up until four o'clock post meridian on the day preceding 
a primary election, preliminary election or election. 

SECTION 12. The first paragraph of section 42G of said chapter 51, as so 
appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the second sentence and inserting in place 
thereof the following sentence:- Registration agencies shall transmit forthwith, within five 
calendar days, each completed affidavit of voter registration to the board of registrars of the 
city or town wherein the registrant resides. 

SECTION 13. Section 42H of said chapter 51, as so appearing, is hereby amended 
by striking out, in lines 12 to 14, inclusive, the words "to the registrars shall be sufficient for 
this purpose, if the affidavit is maintained on file at the registration agency" and inserting 
in place thereof the following words:- of registration shall be sufficient for such purpose. 

SECTION 14. Said chapter 51 is hereby further amended by striking out 
section 47C, as so appearing, and inserting in place thereof the following section:-

Section 47C. Subject to appropriation, the state secretary shall maintain a central 
registry of voters which shall contain, if provided by the registrars, the names, addresses and 
effective dates of registration of all registered voters in the commonwealth and which shall 
contain the name, date of birth, occupation, nationality, if not a citizen of the United States, 
for street list purposes only, and residence on January first in the preceding year and in the 
current year, of every person three years of age or older in the commonwealth, and shall 
adopt regulations governing the operation of said central registry. The names and addresses 
contained in said central registry shall not be a matter of public record; provided however, 
that they shall be available to state party committees, statewide candidate committees, state 
ballot question committees, the jury commissioner and any other individual, agency or entity 
that the state secretary shall designate by regulation consistent with the purposes of this 
section, at a fair and reasonable cost not to exceed the cost of printing or preparing computer 
readable documents. 

SECTION 15. Section 55 of said chapter 51, as so appearing, is hereby amended 
by striking out the first two sentences and inserting in place thereof the following three 
sentences:- Registrars shall, from the names entered in the annual register and from the 
names maintained on the inactive voters list, prepare voting lists for use at elections; 
provided, however, that such registrars shall not enter the names of women voters in separate 
columns or lists. In such voting lists, such registrars shall place the names of all voters 
entered on the annual register and those maintained on the inactive voters list and opposite 
to the name of each his residence and party enrollment. The registrars shall maintain 
separate voting lists for active and inactive voters or one voting list if inactive voters are 
designated as such on the voting list. 

SECTION 16. The second paragraph of said section 59 of said chapter 51, as so 
appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof 
the following sentence:- Whenever the presiding officer, after a reasonable attempt, is 
unable to identify a voter whose name does not appear on the voting list, such voter may 
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request permission to vote from the registrars of voters. 
SECTION 17. Section 9 of chapter 53 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is 

hereby amended by inserting after the word "candidate", in line 26, the following 
words:- , including a candidate for presidential elector,. 

SECTION 18. Section 1 of chapter 54 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is 
hereby amended by adding the following paragraph:-

For any city that fails to act by October fifteenth, the local election districts review 
commission shall, within thirty days, make such division of the city into wards and precincts 
or appoint a master who shall make such division which shall be subject to approval and 
amendment by the commission. The cost of redistricting by a master shall be paid by the 
city. 

SECTION 19. Section 6 of said chapter 54, as so appearing, is hereby amended by 
inserting after the word "having", in line 5, the following words:- precincts or. 

SECTION 20. Said section 6 of said chapter 54, as so appearing, is hereby amended 
by striking out, in line 14, the words "of six thousand, two hundred or more inhabitants". 

SECTION 21. Said section 6 of said chapter 54, as so appearing, is hereby further 
amended by adding the following paragraph:-

For any town that fails to act by September twentieth, the local election districts 
review commission shall, within thirty days, make such division of the town into precincts 
or appoint a master who shall make such division which shall be subject to approval and 
amendment by the commission. The cost of redistricting by a master shall be paid by the 
town. 

SECTION 22. Section 42C of said chapter 54, as so appearing, is hereby amended 
by adding the following sentence:- Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special 
law to the contrary establishing a later time, a city or town clerk shall not print on a city or 
town election ballot any question to the voters for which he receives final written notice after 
the thirty-fifth day before such election. 

SECTION 23. Chapter 56 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out 
section 27, as so appearing, and inserting in place thereof the following section:-

Section 27. Whoever, not being entitled to vote under the laws relative to absent 
voting, votes or attempts to vote thereunder or whoever being entitled to vote under said 
laws knowingly votes or attempts to vote in violation thereof shall be punished by a fine of 
not more than ten thousand dollars and by imprisonment for not more than five years. 

SECTION 24. Said chapter 56 is hereby further amended by striking out 
section 27A, as so appearing, and inserting in place thereof the following section:-

Section 27A. Whoever, at any election at which absent voting is permitted, 
knowingly and wilfully delivers an absent voter ballot to a voter or other person in any other 
manner than as provided for in section ninety-one A and ninety-one B of chapter fifty-four 
shall be punished by a fine of not more than ten thousand dollars. 

SECTION 25. Section 60 of said chapter 56, as so appearing, is hereby amended 
by striking out, in line 3, the word "clerk" and inserting in place thereof the following 
word:- clerk,. 
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SECTION 26. Paragraph (m) of section 21C of chapter 59 of the General Laws, as 
so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out clause (3) and inserting in place thereof the 
following clause:-

(3) the first election at which the referendum question appears on the ballot must 
take place no later than forty-five days after the date of the close of the town meeting at 
which the appropriation vote occurs; provided, however, that no such election shall take 
place later than ninety days after such meeting. 

SECTION 27. Section 15 of chapter 71 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is 
hereby amended by striking out the first paragraph and inserting in place thereof the 
following paragraph:-

The selectmen or council of each of the several towns shall, upon receipt of the 
recommendation that a regional school district should be formed and of a proposed 
agreement therefor submitted in accordance with the provisions of sections fourteen to 
fourteen B, inclusive, or otherwise in the form and with the approval required by said 
sections, cause to be presented the question of accepting the provisions of sections sixteen 
to sixteen I, inclusive, and the proposed agreement or agreements. Said question shall be 
determined, in a town having an open town meeting, by vote with printed ballots at an 
annual or special town meeting to be held in either case within thirty days after receipt of 
such recommendation by the selectmen and, in a town having a representative town meeting 
or council, at an annual or special town election to be held in either case not less than 
thirty-five nor more than fifty days after receipt of such recommendation. The article in the 
warrant for such annual or special town meeting or election and the question on the printed 
ballots to be used at such meeting or election shall be in substantially the following form: 

Shall the town accept the provisions of sections sixteen to sixteen I, inclusive, of 
chapter seventy-one of the General Laws providing for the establishment of a regional school 
district, together with the towns of , and , etc., and for construction, maintenance 
and operation of a regional school by said district in accordance with the provisions of a 
proposed agreement filed with the selectmen? 

YES. 

NO. 
Approved January 2, 1997. 

Chapter 455. AN ACT RELATIVE TO VOTING PRECINCTS IN THE CITY OF 
CHICOPEE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special law to the 
contrary, ward three, precinct A of the city of Chicopee shall be one precinct for the purpose 
of forming congressional, representative, senatorial and councillor districts, and presidential 
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