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AN ACT
Relative to the Naming of Co-respondents in Libels for

Divorce for Adultery.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter one hundred and
2 twenty-one of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 eleven is hereby amended by striking out all after the
4 word “co-respondent”, in the fifth line, and inserting in

The party alleging such
after the libel has been en-

5 place thereof the following
6 adultery may, upon motion,
7 tered, obtain permission to

8 or answer by inserting the
amend his libel, cross-libel,
name of the co-respondent,

9 if the justice finds probable cause has been shown to
10 believe that the accused person has committed adultery
11 with the libellee or the libellant. The motion shall be
12 heard before a justice of the superior court in chambers
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13 after such notice to the co-respondent and the other
14 party to the libel as the court may order, and if the
15 co-respondent and the other party, or either of them,
16 shall appear and desire to be heard upon the motion, the
17 court shall not allow the amendment until the parties
18 so desiring shall have had opportunity to be heard and
19 to offer evidence if they so desire, —so as to read as
20 follows: — Section 1. In an action for divorce, wherein
21 the commission of adultery by either party is alleged as
22 ground for contesting the divorce, no libel, cross-libel or
23 answer at the time of filing shall name any person as
24 co-respondent. The party alleging such adultery may,
25 upon motion, after the libel has been entered, obtain
26 permission to amend his libel, cross-libel, or answer by
27 inserting the name of the co-respondent, if the justice
28 finds probable cause has been shown to believe that the
29 accused person has committed adultery with the libellee
30 or the libellant. The motion shall be heard before a
31 justice of the superior court in chambers after such
32 notice to the co-respondent and the other party to the
33 libel as the court may order, and if the co-respondent
34 and the other party, or either of them, shall appear and
35 desire to be heard upon the motion, the court shall not

36 allow the amendment until the parties so desiring shall
37 have had opportunity to be heard and to offer evidence
38 if they so desire.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage


