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AN ACT
To secure Immediate Attention to Urgent Cases among the

Poor in Towns.
Be it enacted by the Senate

in General Court assembled.
and House of Representatives
and hy the authority of the

same, as follows
1 Section 1. Any physic an licensed to practice in this

2 commonwealth, who is called upon to attend a case of
3 sickness by two adult persons, who shall state that the
4 town where the person who is sick has no town physician
5 or that they are unable to find him, and shall further
6 state that in their opinion the person sick may die unless
7 given immediate medical attention, shall forthwith and
8 with all possible dispatch attend such case.

€be Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

1 Section 2. Any physician summoned to an urgent
2 case under the provisions of this act, if he finds the person
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3 sick unable to pay for the medical services rendered,
4 shall as soon as can be done with safety to the patient,
5 make a report of the case to the town clerk of the town
6 where the person is sick, and shall enter a bill for his
7 services at his regular charge for such services.

1 Section 3. Any town clerk of any town who receives
2 a report and bill from any physician under the provisions
3 of this act, shall within fourteen days file the same with
4 the board of selectmen of the town, and they shall within
5 fourteen days make full payment to the physician pre-
-6 senting the same, unless they are convinced that the
7 physician has exceeded his usual charges for similar
8 services, in which event the town shall be liable only for
9 the usual and regular fees.

1 Section 4. Any physician violating the provisions of
2 this act by not attending the case of sickness shall be
3 punished by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars,
4 or by suspension or revocation of his license to practice
5 medicine within the commonwealth.


