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January 12.

AN ACT
To provide for punishing Reckless Drivers of Motor

Vehicles.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Any person or persons driving or riding
2 within an automobile or motor cycle that runs into or
3 against any person, team, automobile or any other
4 vehicle, and wdio shall go away without coming to a
5 stop to ascertain what damage or injury may be done,
6 and to leave their names, addresses, and the number of
7 the driver’s license to run an automobile, and the num-
-8 ber upon the car, shall be punished by a fine of not less
9 than one hundred dollars nor more than one thousand

10 dollars, or by imprisonment of not less than three
11 months nor more than three years, or by both such fine
12 and imprisonment.

1 Section 2. In any civil action for damages that may
2 ensue from the injuries or damages received from being
3 run into or against by an automobile or motorcycle, the
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4 driver and any other occupants of the automobile or
5 motor cycle which causes the injury or damage, shall, if
6 they go away without coming to a stop as provided
7 above, be considered as giving prima facie evidence of
8 their wilful and criminal neglect to exercise due care,
9 and all occupants of such car shall be held jointly and

10 severally responsible for the damage or injury, and
11 they shall be required to pay triple damages to the
12 damaged or injured party. No criminal prosecution
13 that may follow the driver or occupants of an automo-
-14 bile violating this act shall in anywise release the afore-
-15 said driver or occupants from their responsibility for
16 triple damages under the provisions of the act.

1 Section 3. If a person shall die as a result of being
2 run into or against by an automobile or motor cycle, or

3 from being thrown down, run over, or thrown out of
4 another vehicle, or otherwise injured by being run into
5 by an automobile or motor cycle, and the driver and
6 occupants do not stop their car and render such aid as

7 within their power, and act as provided in section one of
8 this act, such driver and all occupants of the automobile
9 causing the injury and death of any person as aforesaid,

10 shall be imprisoned in the state prison for not less than

11 ten nor more than twenty years.

1 Section 4. The clerk of any court in which a person
2 is convicted of drunkenness while operating an automo-
-3 bile shall notify the Massachusetts Highway Commis-
-4 sion of the state within twenty-four hours thereafter,
5 and said commission shall suspend the license of such
6 person authorizing him to operate an automobile. And
7 upon a second conviction with two years the license
8 shall be permanently revoked.


