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To the General Court of Massachusetts
In accordance with chapter 24 of the Resolves of 1915

the State Department of Health and the Trustees of Hos-

pitals for Consumptives respectfully submit herewith their
report relative to reimbursing cities and towns for money

expended by them in the care at hospitals of persons suf-
fering from tuberculosis.
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Chapter 24 of the Resolves of 1915 reads as follow
Resolved, That the state department of health and the trustees of

hospitals for consumptives are hereby authorized and directed to
investigate the subject of reimbursing cities and towns for money ex-
pended by them in the care at hospitals of persons suffering from
tuberculosis, and especially the subject-matter contained in senate
document number one hundred and two 1 of the current year, and to
report the result of their investigation to the general court on or before
the second Wednesday of January next, together with any recommenda-
tions for legislation which said department and trustees may deem
expedien

The act which provides f
cities and towns for the care
from tuberculosis is chapter
by chapter 637, Acts of 191

>r the payment of subsidies to
at hospitals of persons suffering
597, Acts of 1911, as amended

entitled “An Act to promote
the building and use of tuberculosis hospitals in cities and
towns,” and after due consideration it is the opinion of the
State Department of Health and the trustees of Hospitals
for Consumptives that this act and amendment should not
be further amended by the striking out of the clause re-
quiring the presence of tubercle bacilli in the sputum of
persons before the subsidy can be paid to cities and towns
for their care. It is their opinion that the said clause should
be modified somewhat, and in accordance with this belief
there is respectfully submitted herewith the draft of a bill
to amend section 1, chapter 597, Acts of 1911, as amended
by chapter 637, Acts of 1912.
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In the past those wishing to make claims for the subsidy
provided for by chapter 597, Acts of 1911, as amended by
chapter 637, Acts of 1912, often did not give notice of the
same until the elapse of several months after the admittance
of the patient for whom the subsidy was desired, causing
confusion and delay. In order to remedy this, the passage
of the following draft of an act, the original of which has
already been filed with the Secretary of State, is recom-
mended :

An Act to limit the Total Amount of Subsidy for the Care of Tuber-
culosis Cases in Cities and Towns.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
The trustees of hospitals for consumptives, are hereby authorized

to approve claims under the terms of chapter five hundred and ninety-
seven of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and eleven, as amended
by chapter six hundred and thirty-seven of the acts of the year nine-
teen hundred and twelve, for not more than thirty days prior to the
date of mailing of notice for any given patient.

This act is in accordance with the established custom of
the State Board of Charity and of the Board of Trustees of
Hospitals for Consumptives, and has the approval of the
State Board of Charity.
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To promote the Building and Use of Tuberculosis Hospitals
in Cities and Towns.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter five hundred and ninety-seven of
2 the acts of the year nineteen hundred and eleven is
3 hereby amended by striking out section one and insert-
-4 ing in place thereof the following: Section 1. Every
5 city or town which places its patients suffering from
6 tuberculosis in a municipal or incorporated tuberculosis
7 hospital in this commonwealth, or in a building or ward
8 set apart for patients suffering from tuberculosis by a
9 municipal or incorporated hospital in this commonwealth,

10 shall be entitled to receive from the commonwealth a
11 subsidy of five dollars a week for each patient who is
12 unable to pay for his support, or whose kindred bound
13 by law to maintain him are unable to pay for the same;
14 but a city or town shall not become entitled to this
15 subsidy unless, upon examination authorized by the
16 trustees of hospitals for consumptives, the sputum of
17 such patient be found to contain bacilli of tuberculosis.
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18 nor unless the hospital building or ward be approved by
19 said trustees, who shall not give such approval unless
20 they have by authority of law, or by permission of the
21 hospital, full authority to inspect the same at all times.
22 Said trustees may at any time withdraw their approval;

3 'provided, however, that in the case of those hospitals
4 having a bed capacity which, in the judgment of the

25 trustees of hospitals for consumptives, is in excess of
26 the number of beds needed for the localities which these

27 institutions serve for patients exhibiting tubercle bacilli
28 in their sputum, the subsidy above provided shall be
29 allowed for such patients not exhibiting tubercle bacilli
30 in their sputum as in the joint opinion of the superin-

1 tendent of the institution and of the state district health
2 officer of the district in which the hospital is located are

33 bona fide cases of consumption and have been in the
34 institution in excess of thirty days.

1 Section 2. Section two of said chapter five hundred
2 and ninety-seven is hereby amended by inserting after
3 the word “hospital”, in the second line, the words; -

4 building or ward, —soas to read as follows: Section 2.
5 Said trustees of hospifals for consumptives shall certify

6 in the case of each hospital, building or ward, approved
7 by them as provided in the preceding section the number
8 of patients for whom the city or town is entitled to the

9 subsidy and upon such certification the subsidy shall be

10 paid from the treasury of the commonwealth in the same

11 manner in which other claims against the commonwealth
12 are paid.

tion 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.1




