
HOUSE No. 720

Bill accompanying the petition of William P. Brooks for the inspec-
tion and analysis of seeds. Agriculture. January 14.

AN ACT
To provide for the Inspection and Analysis of Seeds.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

unless the context otherwise
shall include those parts of a

1 Section 1. In this act
2 requires, the term “seeds”
3 plant which are the outcome of flowering and which are
4 used for propagating the species and for such purpose are
5 exposed for sale.

1 Section 2. The director of the Massachusetts agri-
-2 cultural experiment station is hereby authorized and
3 directed, either in person or by deputy, to take samples of
4 seeds, which may be in the possession of any importer,
5 agent or dealer, cause the same to be examined and tested
6 for purity, germination capacity and such other properties
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7 as may be desirable, and cause to be published from time
8 to time in bulletins or reports of said station the results
9 of such examinations and tests, together with the sources

10 of the samples, and such additional information as
11 circumstances may advise.

1 Section 3. The said director is also hereby au-
-2 thorized and directed to cause to be examined and tested
3 for purity, germination capacity and such other proper-
-4 ties as may be deemed desirable, samples of seeds which
5 may be sent in by citizens of this commonwealth without
6 charge, provided he is satisfied that the sample has been
7 so selected, taken and handled as to be fairly representa-
-8 tive of the lot from which it came.

1 Section 4. Whoever offers or exposes for sale or
2 delivers to a purchaser any seeds coming within the pro-
-3 visions of this act, shall, upon application of the director
4 or his deputy, and upon the tender to him of the value
5 thereof, furnish a sample sufficient for the examination
6 and test of any such seeds in his possession.

1 Section 5. To defray the cost of collecting samples,
2 making examinations and tests, and of otherwise carrying
3 out the provisions of this act, a sum not exceeding
4 twenty-four hundred dollars shall be allowed annually
5 from the treasury of the commonwealth, payable in
6 quarterly payments into the treasury of said station. All
7 moneys received and disbursed under this act shall be
8 audited and reported as are other moneys placed in charge
9 of the trustees of the Massachusetts agricultural college.

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect on the first day
2 of January in the year nineteen hundred and seventeen.


