
HOUSE No. 808

Bill accompanying the petition of Edwin F. Dwelley relative to the
powers of the Board of Gas and Electric Light Commissioners. Public
Lighting. January 14.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

AN ACT
To enlarge the Powers and Authority of the Board of Gas

and Electric Light Commissioners.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled.
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The board if gas and electric light cora-

2 missioners, upon petition c
3 its president, of a city by

if a gas or electric company by
its mayor, or of a town by its

4 selectmen, shall act as a board of arbitration and, after
5 notice and a public hearing, shall determine what is the
6 fair price charged or to be charged by a gas or electric
7 Company for lighting the streets of a city or town, or the
8 fair price charged or to be charged by a gas or electric
9 company for any service rendered or to be rendered any

10 city or town with respect to street lighting. The de-
ll termination of the board shall be set forth in an order
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12 which shall be served upon the company or companies
13 and the municipalities affected thereby and shall be final
14 and conclusive as to the price which a gas or electric
15 company is to receive for any service rendered a city or
16 town by such company in the matter of lighting the
17 streets of such city or town, unless the constitutional
18 rights of some party are affected by such determination
19 and order.

1 Section 2. Authority is hereby specifically given to
2 any city acting by its mayor and to any town acting by
3 its selectmen, to substitute the judgment and discretion
4 of the board of gas and electric light commissioners for
5 the judgment and discretion of the city or town or of the
6 elected officials thereof as to the terms and conditions
7 under which the funds raised by taxation shall be ex-
-8 pended for street lighting in such city or town. Au-
-9 thority is hereby specifically given to any gas or electric
10 company acting by its president to substitute the judg-
-11 ment and discretion of the board of gas and electric
12 light commissioners for the judgment and discretion of the
13 board of directors of such company as to the terms and
14 conditions under which such company shall light the
15 streets of any city or town, including in such terms and
16 conditions the price which such company is to receive
17 for lighting the streets of any city or town or for any
18 service performed by such company in connection with
19 street lighting in any city or town.

1 Section 3. All provisions of law, general and special,
2 which are inconsistent with the provisions of this act are

3 hereby repealed.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage


