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may be administered by a board comprised of at least one member representing each 
participating public agency. In order to enable a combination of public agencies to act 
together, the board shall coordinate the activities of such participating agencies, but only to 
the extent of the powers otherwise granted by law to one or more of the participating public 
agencies. 

(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed to: 
(1) amend, repeal or otherwise alter the authority or jurisdiction of, or establish, any 

public agency; 
(2) confer any management authority over funds, land, or natural resources beyond 

the authority exercised by the participating agencies; 
(3) authorize appropriated funds to be expended for the purposes of this section, or 

to be transferred or have the effect of being transferred from one appropriation account to 
another, except as otherwise authorized by law; 

(4) amend, repeal or otherwise alter the authority of the department of environmental 
protection to undertake or order actions pursuant to chapter twenty-one E, nor otherwise to 
require said department to participate in a joint powers agreement if the commissioner 
thereof determines that such participation would conflict with the purposes of said chapter 
twenty-one E; nor 

(5) create liability on the part of any public agency for the act or omission of another 
public agency. 

Approved January 9,1997. 

Chapter 492. AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE MOTOR VEHICLE 
EXCISE TAX. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 2 A of chapter 60 A of the General Laws, as appearing in the 1994 Official 
Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the word "vehicle", in line 32, the following 
words:- nor allow an exchange of the registration of such vehicle nor issue a new 
registration of such vehicle to the person to whom the unpaid excise tax was assessed. 

Approved January 9,1997. 

Chapter 493. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE REVISION OF TERMS OF CERTAIN 
MORTGAGES. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its purpose, which 
is to immediately permit mortgage lenders to revise the terms of certain existing mortgages 
for the purpose of preventing foreclosures, therefore it is hereby declared an emergency law, 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public convenience. 
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