
HOUSE No. 1115

Bill accompanying the petition of the United Improvement Associa-
tion that railroad corporations be required to electrify lines operated in
or near the city of Boston. Railroads. January 18.

AN ACT
To provide for the Electrification of the Railroads operated

in or about the City of Boston.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Each railroad company operating a rail-
-2 road by steam power within or about the city of Boston
3 shall change said motive power to electricity on all its
4 lines within a radius of ten miles of its Boston terminal.
5 After the time limit specified in section three for the
6 completion of the work contemplated in this act, no
7 steam locomotives shall be used on any such lines, within
8 said limit, except as hereinafter otherwise provided for.

1 Section 2. Each railroad company operating within
2 the city of Boston shall on or before the first day of
3 October, in the year nineteen hundred and sixteen,
4 submit to the Massachusetts railroad commission for
5 their approval, comprehensive and substantially complete
6 working plans and specifications of such construction as
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1 shall be necessary for carrying out the provisions of
8 section one. The railroad commission shall examine said
9 plans and approve them as they are presented or with

10 such alterations and additions as said commission shall
11 require.

1 Section 3'. The work of electrification, as called for
2 by the plans and specifications approved by the railroad
3 commission, shall be commenced -within three months
4 after said approval and shall be diligently prosecuted to
5 the satisfaction of the railroad commission, and shall be
6 completed within three years after said approval.

1 Section 4. If at any time the railroad commission
2 shall consider that any of the railroad companies are not
3 prosecuting the work called for by this act in a satis-
-4 factory manner and with such expedition as to give
5 reasonable expectation of completing the work within the
6 time limit specified in section three, the railroad com-
-7 mission may apply to the court for a writ of mandamus
8 to require such action as said commission deems necessary
9 to that end, or take or institute such other action in law

10 or equity as will secure compliance with this act.

1 Section 5. Any of the above-mentioned railroad
2 companies which shall fail to comply with any require-
-3 ment of this act shall pay into the treasury of the com-
-4 monwealth the sum of ten dollars per day for each and
5 every locomotive operated within the district specified in

6 this act during the period of such failure to comply as

7 aforesaid unless the railroad commission shall certify that
8 such failure is necessary.

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


