
HOUSE .... No. 1454
Bill accompanying the petition of Edna Lawrence Spencer and others

for the establishment of a system of family aid. Social Welfare.
January 20.

AN ACT
To establish a System of Family Aid.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. For every child, girl or boy, between the
2 ages of ten and fourteen the state shall pay the amount
3 of two dollars weekly, application to the proper authori-
-4 ties having been made by one or both of the parents or
5 the legally appointed guardian of the child, and provided
6 the facts have been established that the loss of the earn-

7 ing capacity of the child, because of the compulsory edu-
-8 cation laws, works a hardship upon the family.

1 Section 2. The money shall be paid to the mother if
2 living, otherwise to the father or guardian.

1 Section 3. No person drawing this money shall be
2 deemed a pauper or a recipient of charity.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.
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Section 4. This act shall not be administered by the
overseers of the poor or state board of charity or by or
in conjunction with any board whatsoever which tends
through its nature to make the recipients objects of
charity.

Section 5. The governor shall appoint within a
month of the passage of this act, and with the advice
and consent of the council, a commission of five persons,
citizens of the commonwealth, one of whom shall be
designated as chairman, and two of whom must be
women, to establish a working basis for this act. Said
commissioners shall serve without pay, but they may
incur such expense for assistance or otherwise as may be
allowed by the governor and council.

Section 6. The commission shall make a final report
to the general court on or before the fifteenth day of
January, nineteen hundred and seventeen.

Section 7. Upon the acceptance of the commission’s
report by the legislature the act shall become operative.

Section 8. If the report is rejected it shall be re-

ferred back to the commission with recommendations
from the general court, and a report resubmitted by the
commission on or before the fifteenth day of January,
nineteen hundred and eighteen.


