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AN ACT
To abolish Capital Punishment as Punishment for Murder.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section two of chapter two hundred and
2 seven of the Revised Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out the words “shall suffer the punishment of death”,
4 in the second line, and by adding at the end of the
5 section the following: In all cases when sentence has
6 been imposed for murder in the first degree, such sentence
7 shall at no time be commuted except upon proof that the
8 person thus sentenced is innocent of the crime for which
9 such sentence has been imposed, so that section two of

10 chapter two hundred and seven of the Revised Laws shall
11 read as follows: Section 2. Whoever is guilty of

12 murder in the first degree and whoever is guilty of murder
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13 in the second degree shall be punished by imprisonment
14 in the state prison for life. In all cases where sentence
15 has been imposed for murder in the first degree, such
16 sentence shall at no time be commuted except upon proof
17 that the person thus sentenced is innocent of the crime
18 for which such sentence has been imposed.

1 Section 2. This act shall be submitted to the voters
2 of the commonwealth at the next annual state election in
3 the form of the following question; —“Shall an act
4 abolishing the death penalty and substituting life im-
-5 prisonment as the penalty for murder be adopted?”

1 Section 3. If accepted by a majority of the voters
2 voting thereon said act shall take effect, otherwise it
3 shall not take effect.


