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Bill accompanying the petition of W. J. McDonald relative to the
holding of the Pilgrim Tri-Centennial Exposition at or near Boston in
1920. Joint Ways and Means. January 21.

AN ACT
To provide for the Holding of a Pilgrim Tri-Centennial

Exposition at or near Boston in the Year Nineteen Hun-
dred and Twenty.

Be it enacted hy the Senate
in General Court assembled.
same, as follows

be held at or near Boston in1 Section 1. There shall
and twenty an exposition or2 the year nineteen hundred

3 celebration of an appropriate nature in commemoration
4 of the three hundredth anniversary of the landing of the
5 Pilgrims at Plymouth.

1 Section 2. The governor, by and with the advice and

2 consent of the council, shall forthwith appoint a special
3 commission to be known as the Pilgrim Tri-Centennial
4 Commission who shall investigate and report upon the
5 form of and the manner in which a national or world

Cljc CommontoealtJ) of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

and House of Representatives
and hy the authority of the
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6 exhibition or celebration at or near Boston in the year
7 nineteen hundred and twenty in commemoration of the
8 three hundredth anniversary of the landing of the pil-
-9 grims at Plymouth shall be held.

10 Said commission shall further determine upon the site
11 upon which the said exposition or celebration shall be
12 held.
13 Said commission shall consist of five members who shall
14 be paid from the treasury of the commonwealth a salary
15 not to exceed five thousand dollars a year each, and one
16 of whom shall be designated by the Governor as the
17 chairman. The members of the said commission shall
18 serve for a period of five years and any vacancy occur-
-19 ring in its membership shall be filled as originally pro-
-20 vided for in this act.

1 Section 3. Said commission shall make a preliminary
2 investigation and report to the general court not later
3 than the second Wednesday in March, nineteen hundred
4 and sixteen outlining a comprehensive plan for the said
5 exposition or celebration, recommending in detail a loca-
-6 tion, the plan for the procuring, purchasing or taking of
7 a site upon which buildings for said exposition or cele-
-8 bration may be built, and laying out generally the char-
-9 acter of the said exposition or celebration.

10 They shall also report upon the estimated cost of a
11 suitable exposition or celebration, together with the
12 method of financing the same, as shall properly com-
-13 memorate such an epoch in the world’s history.

1 Section 4. Said commission shall have authority to
2 employ such assistants and to expend such sums of
3 money as may from time to time be approved by the
4 governor and council, and to be paid from the treasury
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5 upon the order of the governor and council, to fully
6 carry out the preliminary provisions of this Act, and
7 said commission shall be provided with suitable quarters
8 in the state house or elsewhere in Boston as may be nec-
-9 essary for their purposes.

1 Section 5. After the time that the preliminary report
2 has been made and accepted by the general court or some
3 plan has been approved by the general court, said com-
-4 mission shall have full power and authority to proceed to
5 carry out the details of the plans for the said exposition
6 or celebration, and to make all necessary contracts and
7 agreements, and if necessary, in the name of the com-
-8 monwealth of Massachusetts to take by right of eminent
9 domain any and all lands or buildings which may be nec-

-10 essary in the procuring of a site and the carrying out of
11 the intent of this act, and if any land shall be taken bv
12 purchase, the commission shall have the power and au-
-13 thority to determine the price to be paid therefor, and
14 the treasurer of the commonwealth shall, upon the order
15 of the said commission approved by the governor and
16 council, pay to the persons, firms or corporations from
17 whom the said land may be purchased the amount so
18 determined, and in case said commission shall take any
19 land or rights in land by right of eminent domain, it shall
20 within ninety days after the taking file and cause to be
21 recorded in the registry of deeds for the county and dis-
-22 trict within which the said lands are situated a descrip-
-23 tion thereof, sufficiently accurate for identification, with
24 a statement of the purposes for which the same were
25 taken, signed by the commission herein provided for.

1 Section 6. The commonwealth of Massachusetts shall
2 pay all damages to property sustained by any person or
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3 corporation for the taking of any lands, rights in land,
4 right of way, water, water course, or by any other thing
5 done by the said commission under the authority of this
6 act.

7 Any person or corporation sustaining damage as afore-
-8 said and failing to agree with the said Commission as to
9 the amount thereof may have the same determined in the

10 manner provided by law in the case of land taken for the
11 laying out of highways, on application at any time within
12 a period of one year after the taking of such land or
13 other property or the doing of other injury, under au-
-14 thority of this act, but no application shall be made after
15 the expiration of said one year.

1 Section 7. The sum of one hundred thousand dollars
2 is hereby appropriated from the current revenue to carry

3 out the provisions of this act as to the preliminary work
4 required to be done by this commission.

1 Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


