
Cfte Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts.

Executive Department Boston, March 0, 1916.

To the Honorable the Senate and the House of Representatives:
I return herewith without my approval House Bill No.

797 entitled An Act to authorize the City of New Bed-
ford to incur Indebtedness for the Widening of Union Street.

The two Houses have passed at the present session and
I have signed three bills authorizing the City of New Bed-
ford to make certain improvements and to pay for the same
by the issue of bonds outside of the statutory debt limit.
These bills authorize the erection of a school building at a
cost of $150,000, the construction and furnishing of a central
fire station at a cost of $40,000, and the erection of a police
station at a cost of $150,000. Thus the City has been au-
thorized at the present session to increase its debt limit
•1340,000 and the pending bill would authorize a still further
increase of $150,000, making a total of $490,000. Ido not
believe such an increase would be justifiable. The available
borrowing capacity of the City on the first day of the
present month was $369,475.24, and on November first it
will be $564,095.31. With the authorization of increases
already given during this session the City will thus have on
or before the first of November an available borrowing
capacity of $904,000. While I have no information that
leads me to question the desirability of the improvement
proposed in the pending bill, the City should be able to
make these improvements with a borrowing capacity of more
than $900,000 and from the betterment assessments and the
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proceeds of the sale of property which the work authorized
by these bills will place at its disposal, even if nothing were
paid upon the improvements out of current taxation.

The City already has a greatly disproportionate amount
of its debt contracted outside of the statutory debt limit
and it seems to me it would be very unsound policy to
embark upon borrowing to the extent proposed by the
aggregate of all the bills that have been presented by the City
during the present session. It surely appears to me to
have as wide a power of running into debt as it should
exercise in a single year.

What I said in a message to the Legislature in connection
with a proposed increase of the borrowing capacity of the
City of Boston would apply to the pending bill.

SAMUEL W. McCALL.


