
HOUSE No. 1834

House of Representatives, March 7, 1916.

The committee on Social Welfare, to whom were referred
the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 830) of
Roland I). Sawyer relative to the sentence of criminal
offenders who shall plead guilty to first offence crimes; and
the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 451) of
William A. Root relative to paroling prisoners from the
State Prison, report the accompanying bill.

For the committee

ALLISON G. CATHERON.

Cf)c Commontoealtb of O^assacljusctts.



PAROLE OF PRISONERS. [Mar.9

AN ACT
Relative to the Parole of Prisoners held in the State Prison.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter four hundred and fifty-one of the
2 acts of the year nineteen hundred and eleven is hereby
3 amended by striking out section one and inserting in
4 place thereof the following: Section 1. The Board of
5 parole for the state prison and the Massachusetts re-
G formatory may grant a special permit to be at liberty
7 from the state prison to a prisoner held therein when he
8 has served one half of the minimum term of his sentence,
9 if it appears to said board that he is likely to lead an

10 orderly life, and it has reasonable assurance that he will
11 not become a charge upon public or private charity. If
12 he is held in said prison upon two or more sentences, he
13 may be eligible for release under this act when he has
14 served one half of the aggregate of the minimum terms
15 of his senten

1 Section 2. Section one hundred and fifteen of cha;
2 ter two hundred and twenty-five of the Revised Laws i
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■i hereby amended by striking out the word “shall”, in the
4 fifth line, and inserting in place thereof the word:
5 may, —so as to read as follows: Section 115. If the
6 record of a prisoner who was sentenced to the state prison
7 for a crime committed on or after the first day of January
S in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-six shows that
9 he has faithfully observed all the rules of the prison and

10 has not been subjected to punishment, the commis-
-11 sioners may, upon the expiration of his minimum term
12 of sentence, issue to him a permit to be at liberty there-
-13 from during the unexpired portion of the maximum term
14 of his sentence, upon such terms and conditions as they
15 shall prescribe. If the record shows that he has violated
16 the rules of the prison, he may be given a like permit at
17 such time after the expiration of the minimum term of
18 his sentence as the commissioners shall determine. If
19 the prisoner is held in the prison upon two or more
20 sentences, he may be entitled to receive such permit when
21 he has served a term equal to the aggregate of the
22 minimum terms of the several sentences, and he shall be
23 subject to all the provisions of this section until the ex-
-24 piration of a term equal to the aggregate of the maximum
25 terms of said sentences.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage,
2 except that section two shall take effect only as tohall take effect only as to

prisoners serving sentences for crimes committed after
4 the passage of this act.




