
HOUSE No. 1869

House of Representatives, March 14, 1916,

The committee on Election Laws, to whom was referred
the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, Xo. 129) of John
F. Sheehan relative to the referendum on the question of
granting licenses for the sale of intoxicating liquors, report
the accompanying bill.

For the committee

Mr. Martin, of the Senate, and Messrs. Gibbs of Wal
tham and Davis of Boston, of the House, dissent.

CJje Commontoealtft of

D. HERBERT COOK.
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AN ACT
To provide for submitting the Question of granting Licenses

for the Sale of Intoxicating Liquors only upon Petition.
and House of Representative
and by the authority of th

Be it enacted by the Senate
General Court assembled.

same, as follov
of chapter one hundred of the
amended by striking out the
its annual city election, or in

1 Section 1. Section ten
2 Revised Laws is hereby

words “In a city which at
4 a town which at its annual town election, votes”, in tl
5 first and second lines, and inserting in place thereof the
6 following: In a city or town which, when the question
7 teas last voted upon, voted and by inserting after the
8 word “void”, in the twentieth line, the following;
9 Upon a petition filed with the clerk of any city or town, at

10 least twenty days prior to the annual municipal election in
11 such city or town, signed by a number of qualified voters
12 equal to ten per cent of the vo'e cast for governor in that
13 city or town at the state election last preceding, a

14 read as follows: Section 10. In a city or town which,
15 when the question teas las 1 voted upon, voted to authorize
16 the granting of licenses for the sale of intoxicating
17 liquors, as hereinafter provided, licenses of the first five

Cije Commontoealtf) of fpassaclnisetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.
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18 classes mentioned in section eighteen may be granted
19 annually to applicants therefor by the licensing boards in
20 cities and by selectmen in towns, and in any city or
21 town, licenses of the sixth class and seventh class men-

22 tioned in said section may be granted annually to ap-
-23 plicants therefor by the licensing board in cities having
24 such boards, by the mayor and aldermen in other cities,
25 and by the selectmen in towns. Every license shall be
26 signed by the licensing board in cities having suchboard in cities having such
27 boards, in other cities, by the mayor and city clerk, and
28 in towns, bv the chairman of the selectmen and town
29 clerk, and it shall be recorded in the office of the licenS'
30 ing board in cities having such boards, and in other cities
31 and towns, in the office of the citv or town clerk, and the
32 licensee shall pay the recording officer one dollar for re-
-33 cording the license. It shall name the person licensed,
34 shall set forth the nature of the license and the building
35 in which the business is to be carried on, and shall con-
-36 tinue in force until the first day of the May next ensuing,

37 unless sooner forfeited or rendered void. Upon a ■petition
38 filed with the ci,erk of any city or town, at least twenty days
39 prior to the annual municipal election in such city or town,
40 signed by a number of qualified voters equal to ten per cent
41 of the vote cast for governor in that city or town at the state
42 election last preceding, the aldermen and selectmen,
43 respectively, shall insert in the warrant for the annua!
44 city election or town meeting an article providing for a
45 vote upon the question, “Shall licenses be granted for the
46 sale of intoxicating liquors in this city (or town)?” The
47 clerk of each city or town shall, within thirty days after
48 such vote is taken, transmit a true statement thereof to
49 the secretary of the commonwealth; and shall annually,
50 in November, make a return to said secretary, showing
51 the number of licenses of each class issued, the amount
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?lasses and the number re-received for the same by
voked if any.

).

>

Section 2. In any city or town in which licenses are

now granted to sell intoxicating liquors, such licenses

shall continue to be granted unless, upon a petition

signed and filed as above provided, the city or town
votes not to grant the same.
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Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.1


