
HOUSE No. 1912

House of Representatives, March 17, 1916.

The committee on Roads and Bridges, to whom was
referred the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No.
1285), of the mayor of the city of Salem and another for
the reconstruction of Essex bridge between the cities of
Salem and Beverly, report the accompanying bill.

For the committee

GEORGE B. WATERMAN.

House of Representatives, March 22, 1916.

The committee on Counties on the part of the House, to
whom was referred the Bill to authorize and direct the
county commissioners of the county of Essex to reconstruct
the Essex bridge over the Danvers river between the cities
of Salem and Beverly, report that the same ought to pass.

For the committee

JAMES COFFEY.

Cbe Commontoealtf) of sgassacftusctts.
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AN ACT
To authorize and direct the County Commissioners of the

County of Essex to reconstruct the Essex Bridge over the
Danvers River between the Cities of Salem and Beverly.
Be it enacted by the Senate

in General Court assembled.
same, as folloxvs:

1 Section 1. The county commissioners of the county

2 of Essex, subject to the provisions of chapter ninety-six
3 of the Revised Laws and amendments thereof and addi-
4 tions thereto, and all other laws which may be applicable,
5 are hereby authorized and directed to, within two years
6 after the passage of this act, reconstruct the Essex bridge,
7 so called, over the Danvers river, between the city of
8 Salem and the city of Beverly. The reconstructed bridge
9 shall have a suitable permanent pavement, and grano-

-10 lithic sidewalk, and shall be a pile structure, with wooden
11 floor properly water-proofed, except such portions thereof
12 as are solidly filled; (approximately five hundred and
13 seventy feet) substantially as shown on a plan on file
14 with the board of harbor and land commissioners, except-
-15 ing that it shall be ten feet wider on the westerly side
16 thereof than as shown on said plan, for its full length,
17 except at the draw.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.
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and by the authority of the
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1 Section 2. The expense incurred under this act shall
2 be paid in the first instance from the treasury of the
3 county of Essex. The Bay State Street Railway Com-
-4 pany shall pay into the treasury of the said county as its
5 proportion of the expense of reconstructing the said
6 bridge a sum equal to ten per cent of the said expense of
7 reconstructing the said bridge substantially in accordance
8 with the plan on file with the harbor and land commis-
-9 sioners and for which a license to reconstruct the said

10 bridge has been granted by the said commissioners. And
11 further, the said railroad company shall pay into the
12 treasury of the said county fifty per cent of the costs and
13 expenses of widening the said bridge ten feet in excess of
14 the width as shown on said plan. If the said company
15 pays into the treasury of the said county its proportion
16 of the costs and expenses of reconstructing and widening
17 the said bridge as aforesaid, and shall enter into an
18 agreement with the county commissioners of said county
19 to keep that part of the roadway on said bridge between
20 its tracks and eighteen inches outside thereof, in repair
21 and safe for the public travel thereon, the said company
22 shall thereupon have, and is hereby granted, subject to
23 such terms and conditions as said county commissioners
24 shall impose, a location upon said bridge for the con-
-25 struction of two lines of track, except on the draw, and
26 for the maintenance of its tracks, poles and wires, and
27 the operation of its railway thereon. The location so
28 granted shall not be revoked except by the county com-
-29 missioners of the county of Essex, after public notice and
30 a hearing, and no such revocation shall be valid until
31 approved by the public service commission. The ex-
-32 pense incurred under this act shall not exceed the sum of
33 two hundred thousand dollars, and the said commis-
-34 sioners are hereby authorized to borrow on the credit of
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35 the county such sums, as may from time to time be
36 required for the costs and expenses aforesaid, not exceed-
-37 ing the said amount. All moneys so borrowed shall be
38 deposited in the county treasury, and the treasurer of said
39 county shall pay out the same as ordered by the county

40 commissioners, and shall keep a separate and accurate
41 account of all moneys borrowed and expended under the
42 provisions of this act, including interest.

1 Section 3. The county of Essex shall, after the assess-
-2 ment upon the Bay State Street Railway Company of the
3 amount herein before required to be assessed upon and
4 paid by said street railway, pay forty per cent of the
5 remaining cost of reconstructing and widening the said
6 bridge and the balance then remaining of the said cost
7 shall be assessed and apportioned upon the cities of
8 Salem and Beverly, viz.: upon the city of Salem
9 thirty-five per cent and upon the city of Beverly twenty-

-10 five per cent. The payments apportioned and assessed
11 as aforesaid, shall be made in three annual installments,

12 and for that purpose the said commissioners shall file
13 from time to time as may be necessary, in the office of
14 the clerk of courts for the said county, a detailed state-
-15 ment, certified under their hands, of the actual cost of
16 the reconstructing and widening as aforesaid, to date;
17 and they shall, after such notice as they may deem
18 proper, and a hearing, apportion and assess, in the
19 month of June, upon the Bay State Street Railway Com-
-20 pany and the cities of Salem and Beverly, the sums that
21 the said company and the said cities are called upon to
22 pay under the provisions of this act, as aforesaid; and the
23 said company and each of the said cities shall pay their
24 said proportion, determined as aforesaid, into the treasury
25 of the said county within sixty days thereafter, and if the
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26 said company and the said cities, or either of them, shall
27 neglect or refuse to pay their proportion as aforesaid, the
28 said commissioners shall, after notice to the said company
29 and said cities, or either of them, issue a warrant against
30 the said company or said cities for their proportion, with
31 interest and the costs of the notice and warrant, and the
32 same shall be collected and paid into the treasury of the
33 said county, to be applied in payment of the expense
34 aforesaid.

1 Section 4. The said county commissioners are hereby
2 authorized to take or purchase the lands, rights or ease-
3 ments which may be required to carry out the purposes
4 of this act; but in order to acquire land or rights in land,
5 otherwise than by purchase, they shall first record in the
6 registry of deeds for the southern district of the county of
7 Essex a statement containing a description of the lands
8 or rights taken or affected, and shall file a plan of the
9 same in said registry. They shall estimate the damages

10 to property, if any, sustained by any person by such tak-
-11 ing of land, rights or easements, or by the reconstruction
12 of said bridge as aforesaid, and any person aggrieved
13 thereby may proceed in the same manner as in the case
14 of the laying out of highways, within one year after the
15 filing of said statement; but in no event shall interest be
16 recovered against the county for more than four per
17 cent per annum.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




