
HOUSE No. 2005

Bill accompanying the petition of the West Mansfield Improve-
ment Association for the establishment of the West Mansfield Fire
and Water District. Water Supply. April 6.

AN ACT
To establish the West Mansfield Fire and Water District

and to provide for the Supply of Water to said District
by the Mansfield Water Supply District.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The territory called West Mansfield in the
2 town of Mansfield and bounded and described as fol-
3 lows: Beginning at a granite bound in the Mansfield-
-4 Foxborough town line, said bound being situate on the
5 northwest corner of the Mansfield Water Supply District,
6 and five hundred feet westerly of the intersection of
7 Chauncey street and said town line; thence running
8 southerly by the westerly line of said Mansfield Water
9 Supply District about nine thousand feet to the inter-

-10 section of School street with the Boston & Providence

Che CommonUmiltj) of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.
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11 Railroad (New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad,
12 Lessee); thence continuing in the same straight line
13 about nine thousand four hundred feet to the Norton
14 town line; thence running by said town line south sixty-
-15 three degrees, two minutes west (true course) about nine
16 thousand seven hundred feet to a town bound in the
17 Attleboro city line; thence running by said city line
18 north twenty-eight degrees, sixteen minutes west (true
19 course) five thousand four hundred and twenty feet to a
20 town bound; thence running by North Attleborough
21 town line north, twenty-eight degrees, thirteen minutes
22 west (true course) eleven thousand two hundred twenty-
-23 eight feet to a town bound at corner of Mansfield, Fox-
-24 borough, North Attleborough and Plainville; thence
25 running northeast by Foxborough town line to place of
26 beginning, ■— and the inhabitants of said Mansfield liable
27 to taxation in said town and residing within the above
28 described territory shall constitute a fire and water
29 district, and are hereby made a body corporate by the
30 name of West Mansfield Fire and Water District, for the
31 purpose of supplying themselves with water for the ex-
-32 tinguishment of fires and for domestic and other pur-
-33 poses, and the said corporation shall have all the powers
34 and be subject to all the duties and liabilities set forth
35 in the general law's, now or hereafter in effect, relating to
36 fire, water and improvement districts, except as herein
37 otherwise provided.

1 Section 2. Said fire and water district shall contract
2 with the Mansfield Water Supply District for the pur-
-3 chase of whatever water may be required for the purposes
4 herein named, and the Mansfield Water Supply District
5 shall contract with the West Mansfield Fire and Water
6 District to furnish whatever water may be required for
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7 the purposes herein named, upon such terms and condi-
-8 tions as may be agreed upon by the water commissioners
9 of the Mansfield Water Supply District and the water

10 commissioners of the West Mansfield Fire and Water
11 District hereinafter provided for; and in case that the
12 said commissioners fail to agree upon such terms and con-
-13 ditions the same shall be submitted to a board of arbi-
-14 tration, consisting of three members, one of whom shall be
15 chosen by the water commissioners of the Mansfield
16 Water Supply District, and one of whom shall be chosen
17 by the water commissioners of the West Mansfield Fire
18 and Water District and the third by the two so chosen,
19 and the decision of the said board of arbitration shall be
20 final and binding upon the Mansfield Water Supply
21 District and the West Mansfield Fire and Water District.

1 Section 3. The West Mansfield Fire and Water
2 District may take, or acquire by purchase or otherwise,
3 and hold all lands, rights of way and easements necessary
4 for the establishment and maintenance of its system of
5 water supply, or for the conveying of water to any part
6 of the said district, and may construct on the land so
7 acquired any standpipes, reservoirs, tanks, fixtures, build-
-8 ings or other structures, or do such other things as may
9 be necessary for the establishment of a complete and

10 effective system of water supply; and for that purpose
11 may construct, lay and maintain aqueducts, conduits,
12 pipes and other works under or over any land, water
13 courses, railroads, railways, and public or other ways, and
14 along such ways within the bounds of the said West
15 Mansfield Fire and Water District, in such manner as not
16 unnecessarily to obstruct the same; and for the purpose
17 of constructing, laying, maintaining, operating, and re-
-18 pairing such conduits, pipes and other works, and for all
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19 other proper purposes of this act, said district may dig
20 up or raise and embank any such land, highways, or
21 other ways in such manner as to cause the least hin-
-22 drance to public travel on such ways; and all things done
23 upon any such way shall be subject to the direction of
24 the selectmen of the town of Mansfield.

1 Section 4. Said fire and water district shall within
2 ninety days after the taking of any land, rights of ways
3 or easements, under the provisions of this act, file and
4 cause to be recorded in the registry of deeds for the
5 northern district of the county of Bristol a description
6 thereof sufficiently accurate for identification, with a
7 statement of the purpose for which the same were taken
8 signed by the water commissioners hereinafter provided
9 for. The title of all land acquired in any way under the

10 provisions of this act shall vest in the West Mansfield
11 Fire and Water District, and the land so acquired shall
12 be managed, improved, and controlled by the board of
13 water commissioners hereinafter provided for, in such
14 manner as they shall deem for the best interests of said
15 district.

1 Section 5. Said district shall pay all damages to
2 property sustained by any person or corporation by the
3 taking of any land, right of way, or easement, or by
4 anything done by said district under authority of this
5 act. Any person or corporation sustaining damages as

6 aforesaid, and failing to agree with said district as to the
7 amount thereof, may have the same determined in the
8 manner provided by law in the case of land taken for the
9 laying out of highways on application at any time within

10 a period of two years after the taking of such land or

11 other property, or the doing of other injury under
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12 authority of this act, but no such application shall be
13 made after the expiration of the said two years.

1 Section 6. The West Mansfield Fire* and Water Dis-
-2 trict for the purpose of paying the necessary expenses

3 and liabilities incurred under the provisions of this act,
4 may issue from time to time bonds or notes to an amount

5 not exceeding fifteen thousand dollars, such bonds or
6 notes shall bear on their face the words “West Mansfield
7 Fire and Water District Water Loan, Act of 1916;”
8 shall be payable by such annual payments begin-
-9 ning not more than one year after their respective

10 dates, as will extinguish each loan within thirty
11 years from its date; shall bear interest payable semi-
-12 annually, at a rate not exceeding five per cent per an-
-13 num; and shall be signed by the treasurer of the district
14 and countersigned by the chairman of the water com-
-15 missioners. Each authorized issue of notes or bonds
16 shall constitute a separate loan, and the amount of the
17 annual payments of any loan in any year shall not be
18 less than the amount of principal payable in any sub-
-19 sequent year. Said district may sell the securities at
20 public or private sale for the purposes of this act upon
21 such terms and conditions as it may deem proper; but
22 they shall not be sold for less than their par value;
23 said bonds shall be exempt from taxation.

1 Section 7. Said district shall at the time of author-
2 izing said loan, provide for the payment thereof in such
3 annual payments as will extinguish the same within the
4 time prescribed by this act; and when a vote to that
5 effect has been passed, a sum which with the income
6 derived from water rates will be sufficient to pay the
7 annual expense of operating its water works and the
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8 interest as it accrues on the bonds or notes issued as
9 aforesaid, and to make such payments on the principal

10 as may be required under the provisions of this act shall,
11 without further vote be raised annually by taxation in
12 the manner hereinafter provided. The said district may
13 also raise and appropriate money for the erection and

14 maintenance of street lights and for the building and

15 maintenance of sidewalks and for such other purposes as

16 a fire, water and improvement district may raise and
17 appropriate money for under a general law.

1 Section 8. Whenever a tax is duly voted by said
2 district for the purpose of this act the clerk of the

3 district shall send a certified copy of the vote to the

4 assessors of the town of Mansfield who shall proceed
5 within thirty days thereafter to assess the same in the

6 same manner in which the town taxes are required by

7 law to be assessed: provided, however, that no estate shall
8 be subject to such tax if, in the judgment of the board
9 of water commissioners hereinafter provided for, such

10 estate is so situated that it can receive no aid for the ex-

-11 tinguishment of fire from the said system of water supply,
12 or if such estate is so situated that the buildings thereon,

13 or the buildings that might be constructed thereon, could
14 not, in any ordinary or reasonable manner, be supplied

15 with water from the said system; but all other estates in

16 the district shall be deemed to be benefited and shall be

17 subject to the tax. The assessment shall be committed
18 to the town collector who shall collect said tax in the
19 manner provided by law for the collection of town taxes,

20 and shall deposit the proceeds with the district treasurer
21 for the use and benefit of said district. Said district mai

22 collect interest on overdue taxes in the manner in which
23 interest is authorized to be collected on town taxes.
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24 provided, that the district at the time of voting to raise
25 the tax shall so determine, and shall also fix a time for
26 the payment thereof.

1 Section 9. The first meeting of said district shall be
2 called on petition of five or more legal voters residing
3 therein by a warrant from the selectmen of the town of
4 Mansfield or from a justice of the peace directed to one
5 of the petitioners, requiring him to give notice of the
6 meeting by posting copies of the warrant in two or more
7 public places in the district seven days at least before the
8 time of the meeting. One of the petitioners shall preside
9 at the meeting until a clerk is chosen and sworn, and the

10 clerk shall preside until a moderator is chosen. After the
11 choice of a moderator the question of the acceptance of
12 this act shall be submitted to the voters and if it shall be
13 accepted by a majority vote of the voters present and
14 voting thereon it shall take effect, and the meeting may
15 then proceed to act on the other articles contained in the
16 warrant. The town clerk of Mansfield shall seven days
17 at least before the time of the first meeting of said
18 district, furnish the petitioner to whom the warrant is
19 addressed with a certified list of the legal voters residing
20 within and entitled to vote in said district.

1 Section 10. The West Mansfield Fire and Water
2 District shall, after the acceptance of this act as afore-
-3 said, elect by ballot three persons to hold office from the
4 date of election, one until the expiration of three yeafrs,
5 one until the expiration of two years, and one until the
6 expiration of one year from the next succeeding annual
7 district meeting, to constitute a board of water commis-
-8 sioners; and at every annual meeting thereafter their
9 successors shall be elected by ballot for the term of three
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10 years. All authority granted to said district by this act
11 and not otherwise specifically provided for, shall be vested
12 in said board of water commissioners, who shall be sub-
-13 ject however, to such instructions, rules and regulations
14 as the district may impose by its vote. A majority of
15 the board of water commissioners shall constitute a
16 quorum for the transaction of business. Any vacancy
17 occurring in said board from any cause may be filled for
18 the remainder of the unexpired term by said district at a
19 legal meeting called for the purpose. No money shall be
20 drawn from the district treasury on account of the water
21 system except by a 'written order of said commissioners
22 or a majority of them. The said board of water commis-
-23 sioners shall also serve as an executive board or pru-
-24 dential committee in the administration of all the govern-
-25 mental functions exercised by the district. The said
26 district shall also elect by ballot a district clerk and a

27 district treasurer, who may be the same person, to serve
28 from the date of election until the expiration of one year
29 from the next succeeding annual district meeting, and
30 thereafter their successors shall be elected annually by
31 ballot for a term of one year; any vacancy occurring

32 from any cause in either of said offices shall be filled for
33 the remainder of the unexpired term by appointment by

34 the board of water commissioners. The district treasurer

35 shall give bonds to the district in such amount and with
36 such sureties as may be approved by the water commis-
37 sioners.

1 Section 11. The annual district meeting shall, and
2 any special meeting may, be called by a warrant signed
3 by the district clerk and a majority of the board of water
4 commissioners directed to either of the constables of the
5 town of Mansfield and posted in at least two public
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6 places in the district seven days at least before the
7 meeting; upon the application of five or more legal voters
8 in the district meetings may also be called by warrant
9 as provided in section nine. Said district may adopt

10 by-laws for the conduct of its affairs: provided, however,
11 that nothing therein shall conflict with the provisions of
12 this act or with the general laws relating to fire, water
13 and improvement districts.

1 Section 12. Said commissioners shall fix just and
2 equitable prices and rates for the use of water, and shall
3 prescribe the time and manner of payment, except that
4 they shall require all water services to be metered. The
5 income of the water system shall be used to pay the
6 Mansfield Water Supply District for water furnished, to
7 defray operating expenses, interest charges, and the pay-
-8 ments of the principal as they accrue upon any bonds or
9 notes issued under authority of this act, but this pro-

-10 vision shall not be construed as a limitation of the con-
-11 tractual or other obligation of the West Mansfield Fire
12 and Water District. Xo money shall be expended in
13 new construction by the water commissioners unless the
14 district votes for the same and appropriates money
15 therefor. The water commissioners shall annually, and as
16 often as the district may require, render a report upon
17 the condition of the system under their charge and an
18 account of their doings, including an account of their
19 receipts and expenditures.

1 Section 13. Whoever wilfully or wantonly pollutes or
2 diverts any water obtained or supplied under this act, or
3 wilfully or wantonly injures any reservoir, standpipe,
4 aqueduct, conduit, pipe, or other property, owned or used
5 by said district for the purposes of this act, shall forfeit
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6 and pay to the district a penalty amounting to three
7 times the amount of damages assessed therefor, the same
8 to be recovered in an action of tort, and upon con-
-9 viction of any of the above acts shall be punished by a
10 fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, or by imprison-
-11 ment for a term not exceeding six months.

1 Section 14. This act shall take effect upon its accept-
-2 ance by a majority vote of the voters of said district
3 present and voting thereon by ballot at a district meeting
4 called in accordance with the provisions of section nine
5 within three years after the passage of this act, and may
6 be voted on at as many meetings as may be called:
7 provided, however, that not more than three meetings for
8 the purpose of acceptance of this act shall be held in any
9 one year: and this act shall become void unless said

10 district shall begin to distribute water to consumers
11 within three years after the acceptance of this act, except
12 as to such indebtedness as shall have been incurred.






