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House of Representatives, March 30, 1916.

The committee on Taxation, to whom was referred the
report of the special commission appointed to investigate
relative to the necessity and advisability of making changes
in existing tax laws (House, No. 1700), report in part, the
accompanying bill.

For the committee,

GEORGE P. DRURY.

House of Representatives, April 6, 1916.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was referred
the Bill to authorize the Tax Commissioner to furnish to
assessors printed instructions relative to the assessment of
real estate and tangible personal property, report that the
same ought to pass.

For the committee

JOHN I. FITZGERALD.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

AN ACT
To authorize the Tax Commissioner to furnish to Assessors

Printed Instructions relative to the Assessment of Real
Estate and Tangible Personal Property.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section five of Part 111 of chapter four hundred and
2 ninety of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and nine
3 is hereby amended by inserting after the word “common-
-4 wealth”, in the fifth line, the following: Pie shall pre-
-5 pare and issue printed instructions to assessors as a guide
6 to them in carrying out this purpose. Such printed in-
-7 structions shall be adapted to varying local conditions,
8 and to differences in the character and condition of prop-
-9 erty subject to local taxation. He may furnish to local

10 assessors blank forms for use in valuing such property,
11 —so as to read as follows: Section 5. He may visit

12 any city or town, inspect the work of its assessors and
13 give to them such information and require of them such
14 action as will tend to produce uniformity in valuation
15 and assessments throughout the commonwealth. He
16 shall prepare and issue printed instructions to assessors
17 as a guide to them in carrying out this purpose. Such
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18 printed instructions shall be adapted to varying local con-
-19 ditions, and to differences in the character and condition
20 of property subject to local taxation. He may furnish
21 to local assessors blank forms for use in valuing such
22 property. He may cause an assessor who violates any of
23 the laws relative to the assessment of taxes for which a

24 penalty is imposed to be prosecuted, either in the county
25 in which said officer resides or in an adjoining county.
26 He may appear before the superior court or any board of
27 county commissioners sitting for the abatement of taxes.
28 He shall be allowed his reasonable travelling expenses
29 incurred under the provisions of this section. He shall
30 give his opinion to assessors and collectors upon any
31 question arising under any statute relating to the assess-
-32 ment and collection of taxes, and may advise and consult
33 with the attorney-general upon all questions arising under
34 this provision. The supervisors of assessors shall perform,
35 subject to the control, approval and direction of the tax
36 commissioner, all the duties imposed herein upon said tax
37 commissioner. The duties imposed upon and the powers
38 granted to the tax commissioner by the provisions of this
39 act may be exercised by him in person or by his deputy
40 or first assistant acting under his direction and control.




