
HOUSE No. 2135

Executive Department, Boston, May 10, 1916.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
I return herewith without my approval an engrossed bill

entitled “An Act to provide for the Widening, Extension and
Construction of I and Dorchester Streets in the City of
Boston.” (See Senate, No. 273.)

The engrossed bill authorizes the Board of Street Commi
sioners of the city of Boston by its order to widen, extend
and construct I Street in South Boston “over the South
Boston flats and the reserve channel to Summer Street, in-
cluding the construction of a draw bridge over the reserve
channel”, and it authorizes the Treasurer of the City of Bos-
ton in order to pay the City’s part of the expense to issue
and sell bonds of the City t
hundred thousand dollars,
additional expense thrown
amount of which does not i
similar bill has previously b
has failed of passage. The
does not approve this bill.

o an amount not exceeding six
Obviously there would be an
upon the Commonwealth, the
appear. I am informed that a
ieen before the Legislature and
mavor of the city of Boston
There does not appear to be

any considerable support for the bill among the peopli

living in that part of South Boston in the vicinity of the
proposed new bridge. Another obstacle in the shaj a

draw bridge would be put in the way of commerce throu
the reserve channel, unless indeed the suggest!
ried out that the L Street draw and bridge should be dis
tinued. If that were done existing rights would be de-
stroyed and the Commonwealth compelled to dredge th
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reserve channel a distance of one thousand feet so as to
permit the passage of vessels of ordinary draft. I can see no
good reason why this bill should become a law. If the
City of Boston has six hundred thousand dollars to expend
upon its streets that sum might well be expended in repairing
and making passable some of its important thoroughfares
and no good reason appears to me why the Commonwealth
should be subjected to pay the cost that would be thrown
upon it by the construction proposed.

Since the expense involved would be great and its ad-
vantages small if not entirely mythical, I am constrained to
return the bill without my approval.

SAMUEL W. McCALL.


