
HOUSE No, 2162

House of Representatives, March 7, 1916.

The committee on Agriculture, to whom was referred the
recommendations of the trustees of the Massachusetts Ag-
ricultural College (House, Nos. 14 and 16), report, in part,
the accompanying bill.

For the committee

WATERMAN L. WILLIAMS,

Mr. Osgood of Hudson, of the House, dissents.

House of Representatives, May 5, 1916.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was re-
ferred the Bill to provide for permanent improvements at
the Massachusetts Agricultural College, report the accom-
panying resolve.

For the committee,

FRANK E. LYMAN.

C!ic Commontocalth of Massachusetts.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

RESOLVE

Providing for an Investigation by a Special Commission of
Agricultural Education at the Massachusetts Agricultural
College and the Development of the Agricultural Resources
of the Commonwealth.

1 Resolved, That a special commission is hereby estab-
-2 lished, to be composed of the commission on economy and
3 efficiency, the commissioner of education, and three
4 persons to be appointed by the governor, with the advice
5 and consent of the council, for the purpose of investigat-
-6 ing the subject of agricultural education as conducted at
7 the Massachusetts agricultural college and the develop-
-8 ment of the agricultural resources of the commonwealth.
9 The commission shall investigate and report as to the

10 advisability of further expenditures for new buildings,
11 additional equipment, the purchase of land and other ira-
-12 provements at the Massachusetts agricultural college; as
13 to the present policy of the college, with a view to as-
-14 certaining whether the college is meeting in the fullest
15 degree the needs of the commonwealth as to agricultural
16 training; as to use of state and federal appropriations and
17 grants; as to operation of farm department, in educa-
-18 tional and academic instruction, and in the extension
19 work; to find to what extent teachers are engaged in
20 activities other than college instruction; to what extent
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21 students are taught practical farming; to what extent
22 the college, independent of other agencies, contributes
23 toward farming and agricultural development; to what
24 extent the present acreage and present accommodations
25 may be economically treated and utilized; to find the
26 relative cost per capita for the education of state and out-
-27 of-state students in the various courses of instruction
28 with comparisons with other agricultural institutions; to
29 distinguish educational apart from other activities; to
30 estimate cost of future development, if any, both for
31 initial appropriation and for maintenance; elimination of
32 other activities, revision of courses of study either in
33 character, weeks of schooling, etc.; to ascertain what
34 return, if any, is made to the commonwealth by graduate
35 state educated students in the agricultural activities of
36 the people of the commonwealth; to ascertain what
37 benefits, if any, can accrue to the welfare or development
38 of agriculture in the commonwealth by co-ordination of
39 the Massachusetts agricultural college, the state board of
40 agriculture, forestry department and department of
41 animal industry, or any of them; to the end that the
42 report shall make a definite statement of existing con-
-43 ditions, specific recommendations for correction or im-
-44 provement of existing conditions, that certain obvious
45 existing duplications and overlappings of activities be
46 eliminated and the departments herein referred to may be
47 better co-ordinated and systematized into an effective ad-
-48 ministrative section of the commonwealth’s efforts in
49 behalf of its citizens.
50 The commission shall report wliat existing functions of
51 agriculture, expenses for which are met by state appro-
-52 priations, can best be carried on at the college rather
o 3 than under the direction of the board of agriculture, and
54 what functions now carried on at the college can better
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55 be performed under the direction of the board of agri-
-56 culture.
57 The commission shall further report whether for the
58 advancement of agriculture in Massachusetts it is ad-
-59 visable that the college be continued as at present
60 organized.
61 The commission shall give public hearings, and shall be
62 allowed for necessary expenses such sums as may be
63 approved by the governor and council, not exceeding
64 seventy-five hundred dollars. The commission shall re-
-65 port in print on or before January tenth, nineteen hun-
-66 dred and seventeen, and shall include in its report drafts
67 of any bills necessary to carry out its recommendations.


