
HOUSE No. 2272

House of Representatives, March 31, 1916.

The committee on Social Welfare, to whom was referred
so much of the Governor’s Address (Senate, No. 1)
as relates to insurance against the vicissitudes of sick-
ness, unemployment and old age (pp. 26-28); the
petition (accompanied by hill, House, No. 341) of
Wendell P. There and others for the establishment of
a non-contributory system of old age pensions; the peti-
tion (accompanied by resolve, House, No. .595) of Wen-
dell P. There for the appointment of a commission to in-
vestigate and report upon a plan of social insurance; the
petition (accompanied by bill, Plouse, No. 691) of Richard
Robinson relative to old age pensions; the petition (accom-
panied by bill, House, No. 824) of John J. Cummings rela-
tive to insurance against sickness and unemployment; the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 825) of the Mas-
sachusetts Committee on I. nemployment for a system of
insurance for workmen in certain industries who are tem-
porarily unemployed; the petition (accompanied by resolve.
House, No. 827) of Wendell P. Thore relative to non-con-
tributory old age pensions; the petition (accompanied by
resolve, House, No. 828) of William H. Sullivan for an
investigation and report by a special commission relative to
old age pensions; the petition (accompanied by bill, House,
No. 1015) of Carroll W. Doten for the establishment of a
system of insurance to provide benefits for employees in
certain cases; the petition (accompanied by resolve, House,
No. 1132) of Ordway Tead for the appointment of a com-
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mission to investigate the subject of social insurance; the
petition (taken from the files of last year) (accompanied by
bill, Senate, No. 122) of Marcus H. Carroll and others for
the establishment of an old age pension system; the peti-
tion accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 174) of Wendell P.
There that moneys obtained from the taxation of intangible
property be used for non-contributory old age pensions; and
the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 233) of
Wendell P. Thore that a system of non-contributory old
age pensions with an old age pensions fund be established,
report the accompanying resolve.

For the Committee

ALLISON G. CATHERON.

House of Representatives May 26 (p.m.), 1916.

The joint committee on Rules, to whom was referred the
Resolve providing for the appointment of a special com-
mission on social insurance to sit during the recess of the
General Court for the purpose of studying sickness, un-
employment and old age, report that the same ought to
pass.

For the committee,

GEO. D. CHAMBERLAIN.

Mr. Sullivan of Boston, of the House, dissenting.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixteen.

RESOLVE

Providing for the Appointment of a Special Commission on
Social Insurance to sit During the Recess of the General
Court for the purpose of studying Sickness, Unemploy-
ment and Old Age.

1 Resolved, That a special commission, to be composed of
2 two members of the senate, to be appointed by the
3 president, four members of the house of representatives,
4 to be appointed by the speaker, and three other persons
5 to be appointed by the governor, shall sit during the
6 recess of the general court, and shall be known as the
7 commission on social insurance. It shall be the duty of
8 this commission to study sickness, unemployment and old
9 age in Massachusetts, to collect facts as to actual ex-

-10 perience with the several forms of insurance therefor; and
11 to recommend to the general court such legislation as it
12 deems practical and expedient to protect the wage-
-13 earners of the commonwealth from the burdens of sick-
-14 ness, unemployment and old age or any one or more of
15 these. The state department of health and the bureau
16 of statistics are authorized and directed to cooperate with
17 the commission in every way feasible in carrying out the
18 purpose of this resolve. In case either or both of said
19 departments shall undertake investigations deemed neces-
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20 sary by the commission, they shall be allowed for their
21 necessary expenses outside their regular appropriations
22 such sums as shall be approved by the governor and
23 council.
24 The commission shall report to the next general court
25 with drafts of such laws as it may recommend, and it
26 shall file its report with the clerk of the senate or with
27 the clerk of the house not later than the first Wednesday
28 in January.
29 The commission shall have a room in the state house
30 assigned for its use, shall give such public hearings as it
31 may deem necessary, may employ such assistance, clerical
32 or otherwise, as it may require, and shall receive such
33 sums for clerical assistance, travel and other expenses,
34 and for the compensation of its members as shall be
35 allowed by the governor and council.


