
SENATE No. 36

To accompany the petition of Wilbur F. Beale that the law relative
to the making or publishing of false statements concerning the affairs
of corporations, partnerships or individuals be more clearly defined.
Joint Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.

AN ACT
Relative to the Making or Publishing of False or

Exaggerated Statements Concerning the Affairs
of Corporations, Joint-Stock Associations, Partner-
ships or Individuals.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter four hundred and twenty-eight of the
2 acts of the year nineteen hundred and eleven is
3 hereby amended by adding after the section one
4 the following new section: Section 2. The
5 word “statement” as used herein shall be con-
-6 strued to mean any communication in writing,
7 with intent that it shall be relied upon, respect-
-8 ing the financial condition, or means or ability to
9 pay, of himself or of any other person, firm or
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10 corporation in which he is interested, or for which
11 he is acting, for the purpose of procuring in any
12 form whatsoever, either the delivery of personal
13 property, the payment of cash, the making of a
14 loan or credit, the extension of a credit, the dis-
-15 count, sale or indorsement of a bill of exchange or
16 promissory note, for the benefit of either himself
17 or of such person, firm or corporation. In pros-
-18 ecutions as against any person who shall know-
-19 ingly make or offer or cause to be made or offered
20 a false or exaggerated statement, as herein de-
-21 fined, the offer of such a statement for any of
22 the purposes mentioned herein shall be prima
23 facie evidence of intent to defraud.






