
SENATE No, 41

To accompany the petition of Edward E. Clark that a Department of
Supervision of Necessaries be established. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.

AN ACT
To establish a Department of Supervision of

Necessaries.
Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. A Department of Supervision of
2 Necessaries is hereby created, for the purpose of
3 instituting and conducting such inquiry and
4 investigation, disseminating such information,
5 commencing such legal action, proposing such
6 legislation and otherwise taking such steps as
7 will provide for furnishing the people of the
8 commonwealth with the necessaries of life, at as
9 reasonable a price as may be possible. Such

10 department shall be under the direction of an
11 official who shall be known as Supervisor of
12 Necessaries, to be appointed by the governor,
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13 subject to confirmation or rejection by the
14 council, for a term of three years, and who shall
15 receive a salary of thousand dollars a
16 year.

1 Section 2. It shall be the duty of such
2 supervisor of necessaries from time to time to
3 investigate and ascertain the price at Avhich such
4 products and commodities as are in common
5 use and are so needful as to come under the
6 designation of necessaries of life are sold in the
7 various parts of the commonwealth, the amount
8 and supply, the means and expense of transport-

9 ing, the methods of marketing and any and all
10 other elements entering into the cost of the
11 same; and if he finds that any of the same are
12 held or sold at unreasonable or improper figures,
13 to make such recommendations relative to any or
14 all of such elements of cost, as may, in his opinion,
15 tend to bring about a reduction of the price
16 thereof to a reasonable amount. If he finds that
17 such result cannot be obtained without the enact-
-18 ment of legislation, he shall recommend such to
19 the legislature, or, if it be not in session, to the
20 governor. If, in his opinion, any unreasonable
21 price for a necessary of life is caused, in whole
22 or in part, by a breach of existing law or regula-
-23 tion, he shall at once institute or cause to be
24 begun such legal proceedings as may be provided
25 by law; the same shall be entitled to speedy trial
26 and to preference in trial and decision over all
27 other matters in the court in which the same are
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28 pending, unless the justice presiding therein shall,
29 for good cause, order otherwise; or if such breach
30 is not within the jurisdiction of the courts of the
31 commonwealth by reason of the fact that it in-
-32 volves interstate commerce, or otherwise, he shall
33 institute proceedings before such commission or
34 body as may have jurisdiction thereof.

1 Section 3. The supervisor of necessaries may,
2 as often as he may deem necessary, give a public
3 hearing in regard to the cost of any necessary of
4 life, and he shall give such hearing, upon petition
5 of ten or more citizens; he shall, as often as may
6 seem desirable to him or when directed by the
7 governor and council, issue a bulletin in regard
8 to such cost; and such bulletins shall be sent
9 to the newspapers of the commonwealth or of

10 any section particularly concerned in the subject
11 matter contained therein, for publication, and
12 to all who may desire to subscribe thereto, at a
13 price so that the entire proceeds therefrom shall
14 not exceed the expense of the printing and dis-
-15 tribution thereof.

1 Section 4. The supervisor of necessaries
2 shall, as soon as may be, after his appointment,
3 and each year thereafter, present to the legis-
-4 lature an estimate of the probable expense of
o conducting his department during the current
6 year; and the legislature shall appropriate a sum
7 sufficient for the purpose. He shall, subject to
8 the approval of the council, appoint a Deputy
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place, and with his authority, when the supervisor10
11 shall be absent or incapable of acting; and such
12 assistants and clerks as may be necessary; and
13 shall be furnished with suitable quarters, in the
14 state house or elsewhere.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.

9 Supervisor of Necessaries, who shall act in his


