
SENATE No. 85

To accompany the petition of Harry D. Galbraith and others that
workshops and industrial homes be established for the blind and that
the duties of the Massachusetts Commission for the Blind be enlarged
and defined. Social Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.

AN ACT
To provide for the Establishment of Workshops and

Industrial Homes for the Blind, and to enlarge
and define the Duties of the Massachusetts Com-
mission for the Blind.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter three hundred and eighty-
-2 five of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 six is hereby amended by striking out section
4 four and inserting in place thereof the following:—
5 Section J+. The commission is authorized to estab-
-6 lish, equip and maintain workshops for the
7 employment of blind persons, and others with
8 seriously defective sight, adequate to furnish
9 employment to all suitable applicants therefor
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10 who are thus afflicted; shall pay the employees
11 suitable wages, and shall devise means for the
12 sale and distribution of the products of such
13 workshops: provided, however, that no such work-
-14 shop shall be maintained or operated unless the
15 same is self-sustaining, except for the original
16 establishment and equipment, and the annual
17 maintenance of buildings, together with the neces-
-18 sary expenses of the commission.

1 Section 2. Said chapter three hundred and
2 eighty-five is hereby further amended by insert-
-3 ing after section four the following new section: —•

4 Section J+a. The commission is authorized to
5 establish, equip and maintain two or more indus-
-6 trial homes for the blind, at least one each for
7 men and for women, to which blind persons and
8 others with seriously defective sight, now in alms-
-9 houses, may be transferred, and in which other

10 suitable persons likewsie afflicted may be received:
11 provided, that all residents therein shall contri-
-12 bute to the extent of their ability toward the
13 output and upkeep of the home; and that such
14 homes shall be used as industrial training schools
15 wherein trades may be taught, and where instruc-
-16 tion shall be given in suitable lines of industry.
17 Such inmates as prove themselves competent
18 may be transferred to the workshops provided
19 in section four as opportunity offers.

1 Section 3. Said chapter three hundred and
2 eighty-five is hereby further amended by inserting
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3 after section four A, the following new section:
4 Section 4b. The commission may in its discretion
5 furnish guides to such employees or inmates men-
-6 tioned in the preceding sections to the extent that
7 they are obliged to travel, the expense thereof not
8 to exceed dollars per week in each case.
9 The commission may also administer such finan-

10 cial aid as may after investigation be found
11 necessary, not to exceed dollars a week
12 in any case, to such blind persons or others with
13 seriously defective sight, as may be found to be
14 living with relatives or friends, but who are
15 unable to provide for their own support, and to
16 such as have minor dependents under sixteen
17 years of age and whose weekly wage is less than
18 dollars, the sum of dollars
19 per week for their support, and shall provide for
20 the payment to each married man who is blind,
21 or with seriously defective sight, and who is
22 earning less than dollars a week
23 dollars a week toward the support
24 of each of his dependent children under the age
25 of sixteen years.




