
SENATE No. 216
To accompany the petition of the New Bedford Bar Association and

others that a penalty be provided for fraud or imposition in the settle-
ment of claims for damages in the practice of law or in the undertaking
of legal business. Joint Judiciary

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.

AN ACT
To prevent Fraud or Imposition in the Settlement

of Claims for Damages, in the Practice of Law, or
the Undertaking of Legal Business.
Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
tame, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section forty-five of chapter one
2 hundred and sixty-five of the Revised Laws as

3 amended by chapter four hundred and thirty-two
4 of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
5 fourteen, is hereby further amended by inserting
6 after the word “same”, in the eighteenth line,
7 the words: and whoever not being an attorney
8 at law practices or attempts to practice law in
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9 any of its branches, or conducts for gain a busi-
-10 ness of examining titles, conveyancing, drawing
11 wills, or giving legal advice, —so as to read as
12 follows: Section Jf.s. Whoever has been so
13 removed and continues thereafter to practice law
14 or to receive any fee for his services as an attorney
15 at law rendered after such removal, or who holds
16 himself out, or who represents or advertises
17 himself, as an attorney or counsellor at law, and
18 whoever, not having been admitted to practice
19 as an attorney at law in accordance with the
20 provisions of this chapter, represents himself to
21 be an attorney or counsellor at law, or to be
22 lawfully qualified to practice in the courts of
23 this commonwealth, by means of a sign, business
24 card, letter head or otherwise, or holds himself
25 out or represents or advertises himself as having
26 authority or power in behalf of persons who
27 have claims for damages to procure settlements
28 of such claims for damages either to person or
29 property, or whoever, not being an attorney at
30 law, solicits or procures from any such person
31 or his representatives either for himself or another,
32 the management or control of any such claim, or
33 authority to adjust or bring suit to recover for
34 the same, and whoever not being an attorney
35 at law practices or attempts to practice law in
36 any of its branches, or conducts for gain a busi-
-37 ness of examining titles, conveyancing, drawing-
-38 wills, or giving legal advice, shall, upon a first
39 conviction thereof, be punished by a fine of not
40 more than one hundred dollars or by imprison-
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41 ment for not more than six months, and upon any

42 subsequent conviction by a fine of not more
43 than five hundred dollars or by imprisonment
44 for not more than one year.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




