
SENATE No. 252

To accompany the petition of John E. Beck relative to the listing of
voters in the city of Chelsea. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.

AN ACT
Relative to the Listing of Voters in the City of

Chelsea.
Be. it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. There is hereby established in
2 the city of Chelsea a listing board composed of
3 the chief of police of said city and the registrars
4 of voters ex officiis.

1 Section 2. The listing board shall, within the
2 first seven week days of April in each year, by

3 itself or by police officers, visit every building in

4 said city, and after diligent inquiry make true

5 lists, arranged by streets, wards and voting
6 precincts, and containing as nearly as the board
7 can ascertain, the name, age, occupation and rosi-
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8 clence on the first day of April in the current
9 year, and the residence on the first day of April

10 in the preceding year, of every male person,
11 twenty years of age or upwards, who is not a

12 pauper in a public institution, residing in said
13 city. Said board shall designate in such lists all
14 buildings used as residences by such male persons,
15 in their order on the street where they are located,
16 by giving the number or other definite description
17 of every such building so that it can be readily
18 identified, and shall place opposite the number or
19 other description of every such building the name,
20 age and occupation of every such male person
21 residing therein on the first day of April in the
22 current year, and his residence on the first day of
23 April in the preceding year. The board shall also
24 inquire at the residences of the women voters
25 whose names are contained in the list transmitted
26 to them by the election commissioners under
27 section seventy-six whether such women voters
28 are resident thereat, and shall thereupon make
29 true lists of the women voters found by them. If
30 in any year the chief of police shall believe it to
31 be impracticable, because of any public exigency
32 requiring unusual service from the police force
33 of the city, to complete within the first seven
34 week days of April such visitation, and to trans-
-35 mit to the registrars of voters on or before the
36 eighteenth day of April the lists described in
37 this section, he shall have authority, after having
38 given notice in writing to the listing board, to
39 take such further time for such visitation and
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40 transmission, not exceeding ten week days, as
41 he shall deem necessary.
42 The board shall place in the lists made by it,
43 opposite the name of every such male person or
44 woman voter, the name of the inmate, owner or
45 occupant of the building, or the name and resi-
-46 dence of any other person, who gives the informa-
-47 tion relating to such male person or woman
48 voter. Where such information is given by one

49 person relating to more than one such male
50 person or woman voter residing in one building,
51 ditto marks may be used in such lists under the
52 name of the person giving the information, after
53 his name has been once placed opposite the name
54 of such male person or woman voter first written
55 down as residing in such building.
56 The board shall, upon the personal application
57 of a person listed either upon the original or
58 supplementary lists for the correction of any
59 error in their lists, or whenever informed of any
60 such error, make due investigation, and upon
61 proof thereof correct the same on their original
62 or supplementary lists, and shall immediately
63 notify the election commissioners of such cor-
-64 rection, who shall correct their copies of said lists
65 accordingly and proceed to revise and correct
66 the registers under the provisions of section
67 fifty-one of chapter eight hundred and thirty-five
68 of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
69 thirteen. The board shall cause all applications
70 and affidavits received by them under this section
71 to be preserved for two years.
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1 Section 3. The board shall, on or before the
2 eighteenth day of April in each year, transmit
3 to the registrars of voters certified copies of
4 those parts of the lists prepared as provided in
5 the preceding section, containing the name, age,
6 occupation and residence on the first day of
7 April in the current year, and the residence on
8 the first day of April in the preceding year, of
9 every male person, twenty years of age or upwards

10 residing in said city, and shall promptly transmit
11 to the registrars of voters notice of every addition
12 to and correction in the lists made by them. The
13 board shall furnish all information in its posses-
-14 sion necessary to aid the election commissioners
15 in the performance of their duties.

1 Section 4. The board shall, on or before the
2 first day of July in each year, prepare printed
3 copies of the lists prepared for the use of the
4 registrars of voters. The board shall print such
5 lists in pamphlet form by precincts, deliver to
6 the election commissioners as many copies thereof
7 as they may require and hold the remaining copies
8 for public distribution.

1 Section 5. If a male person, twenty years of
2 age or upwards, resident in Boston on the first
3 day of April, was not listed by the board, he
4 shall, in order to establish his right to be listed,
5 appear before a member of the board, the superin-
-6 tendent, a deputy superintendent or an inspector
7 of police, who are hereby authorized to administer
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8 oaths for this purpose, and present under oath a
9 statement in writing that he was on said day a

10 resident of said city, giving his name, age, occu-
lt pation and residence on the first day of April
12 in the current year, and his residence on the first
13 day of April in the preceding year.
14 A male person, twenty years of age or upwards,
15 who becomes a resident of said city after the first
16 day of April, and desires to be listed, shall appear
17 before a member of the board, the superintendent

,

18 a deputy superintendent or an inspector of police,
19 who are hereby authorized to administer oaths
20 for this purpose, and present under oath a state-
-21 ment in writing that he became a resident of said
22 city at least six months immediately preceding
23 the election at which he claims the right to vote,
24 giving his name, age, occupation and residence
25 on the above date, and his residence on the first
26 day of April in the preceding year.
27 If the board, after investigation, is satisfied
28 that such statements are true, it shall give such
29 applicant a certificate that he was a resident of
30 said city on said first day of April, or a certificate
31 that he became a resident at least six months
32 immediately preceding such election, as the case
33 may be, which certificate shall state his name,
34 age, occupation and residence on the first day
35 of April in the current year or on the above date,
36 as the case may be, and his residence on the first
37 day of April in the preceding year; but no such
38 application shall be received later than the

day preceding a state or a municipal
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40 election, and no such person shall be listed or be
41 given such certificate later than the twenty-first
42 day preceding such state or municipal election.
43 The board shall not after the last day for making
44 such application before a state election receive
45 an application until after such election.
46 In every place where oaths are administered for
47 the purpose of listing the board shall post in a
48 conspicuous place a copy of section four hundred
49 and sixty, printed on white paper with black ink,
50 in type not less than one quarter of an inch wide.

1 Section 6. The board shall enter the date of
2 application, the name, age, occupation and resi-
-3 dence of the first day of April in the current year
4 and the residence on the first day of April in the
5 preceding year, of every such applicant, as above
6 provided, together with the result of its investi-
-7 gation of his application in a book provided for
8 that purpose, which shall be open for public
9 inspection. Said board shall cause to be printed

10 in some newspaper published in Boston, the
11 name and residence of every such applicant.
12 The names and residences of such applicants
13 shall be printed by wards and precincts within
14 two days after the number of names of such
15 applicants, not printed, reaches fifty; and on
16 the day when such number is reached, the names
17 to be printed within such two days shall include
18 the names of all such applicants up to the close
19 of business for this purpose in the office of the
20 board on such day.
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1 Section 7. The chief of police shall have his
2 office open during such hours as shall be ncces-
-3 sary to carry out the provisions of the two pre-
-4 ceding sections.

1 Section 8. The registrars of voters shall,
2 after the first day of April in each year, prepare
3 an annual register containing the names of all
4 qualified voters in Chelsea for the current year,
5 beginning with such first day of April. Such
6 names shall be arranged by wards and precincts
7 and, opposite the name of each voter, shall be
8 entered his residence on the preceding first day
9 of April or any subsequent day when he became

10 a resident of said city. The election commis-
-11 sioners shall enter in the annual register every
12 name contained in the lists, for the current year,
13 of persons transmitted to them by the listing
14 board, giving, as the residence of each person
15 on the first day of April, the place at which he
16 was listed by said board; and likewise the name
17 and residence, as aforesaid, of every woman
18 voter whose name is contained in the list of
19 women voters transmitted to them under this
20 act: provided, that in every case they are able to
21 identify the name so transmitted as that of a

22 man or woman whose name was borne on the
23 voting list of said city at the last preceding
24 election. They shall make all inquiries and
25 investigations necessary to identify such person,
26 and they shall not enter in the annual register
27 the name of a person objected to by any com-
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28 missioncr, until such person has been duly notified
29 and given an opportunity to be heard by them,
30 and shall have appeared and satisfied them of his
31 right to have his name so entered. They shall
32 forthwith enter in the annual register the name
33 of every person whose qualifications as a voter
34 have been determined by them in the current
35 year and whose name has accordingly been
36 entered in the general register. They shall, on
37 or before the first Monday of August in each
38 year, send notice in writing by mail to each male
39 voter of the preceding year whose name has not
40 been entered in the annual register of the current
41 year that his name has not been so entered.
42 They shall, before the first day of April in each
43 year, transmit to the listing board a list of the
44 women voters whose names are contained upon
45 the register of the preceding year, with their
46 residences, as they appear on said register.

1 Section 9. Every person, male or female,
2 whose name has not been entered in the annual
3 register in accordance with the preceding section,
4 must, in order to be registered as a voter, apply
5 in person for registration and prove that he is
6 qualified to register.

1 Section 10. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


