
SENATE No. 422

Senate, March 8, 1917.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to which
was referred the Bill relative to the listing of voters in the
city of Chelsea (Senate, No. 385), reports recommending
that the same be amended as follows, and that, when so
amended, it will be correctly drawn: —By substituting a
new draft with the same title.

For the committee

ALPHEUS SANFORD.

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts,
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.

AN ACT
Relative to the Listing of Voters in the City of

Chelsea.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section fifteen of chapter eight
2 hundred and thirty-five of the acts of the year
3 nineteen hundred and thirteen, as amended by
4 section one of chapter ninety-one of the General
5 Acts of the year nineteen hundred and fifteen,
6 and by section one of chapter twenty-nine of the
7 General Acts of the year nineteen hundred and
8 seventeen, is hereby further amended by inserting
9 after the word “Boston”, wherever it occurs, the

10 words: and Chelsea, —so as to read as fol-
-11 lows: Section Id. The assessors, assistant as-
-12 sessors, or one or more of them, shall annually, in
13 April or May, visit (

14 spective cities and tor
15 quiry, shall make true
16 as they can ascertain,
17 and residence, on the

mry building in their re-
ns and, after diligent in-
lists containing, as nearly
he name, age, occupation
first day of April in the

Cljc Commontoealtl) of 00assaciiusc«$.
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18 current year, and the residence on the first day of
19 April in the preceding year, of every male person
20 twenty years of age or upwards, residing in their
21 respective cities and towns, liable to be assessed
22 for a poll tax; and, except in Boston and Chelsea,
23 shall inquire at the residences of the women
24 voters whose names are contained in the list trans-
-25 mitted to them by the registrars under the pro-
-26 visions of section forty-four whether such women
27 voters are resident thereat, and shall thereupon
28 make true lists of the women voters found by
29 them.
30 Any inmate of the Soldiers’ Home in the city of
31 Chelsea shall have the same right as any other
32 resident of that city to be assessed and to vote
33 therein.
34 The assessors shall, upon the personal applica-
-35 tion of an assessed person for the correction of any
36 error in their original lists, and whenever in-
-37 formed of any such error, make due investigation,
38 and, upon proof thereof, correct the same on their
39 books. When informed of the omission of the
40 name of a person who is averred to have lived in
41 the city or town on the first day of April in the
42 current year, and to have been assessed there in
43 the preceding year, they shall make due investi-
-44 gation, and, upon proof thereof, supply the omis-
-45 sion on their books, and, except in Boston and
46 Chelsea, give immediate notice thereof to the
47 registrars of voters. They shall cause all applica-
-48 tions, certificates and affidavits received by them
49 under this section to be preserved for two years.
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1 Section 2. Section sixteen of said chapter
2 eight hundred and thirty-five, as amended by
3 section two of said chapter ninety-one, and by
4 section two of said chapter twenty-nine, is hereby
5 further amended by inserting after the word
6 “Boston”, the words: and Chelsea, so as to
7 read as follows: Section 16. The assessors, ex-
-8 cept in Boston and Chelsea, shall from time to
9 time, and before the fifteenth day of June in each

10 year, transmit to the registrars of voters the lists
11 made as provided in the preceding section, or
12 certified copies thereof, and shall promptly trans-
-13 mit to the registrars and to the collector of taxes
14 notice of every addition to and correction in the
15 lists made by them. Every assessor, assistant
16 assessor and collector of taxes shall furnish all
17 information in his possession necessary to aid
18 the registrars in the performance of their duties.

1 Section 3. Section seventeen of said chapter
2 eight hundred and thirty-five, as amended by
3 section three of said chapter ninety-one, and by
4 section three of said chapter twenty-nine, is
5 hereby further amended by inserting after the
G word “Boston”, the words: and Chelsea,—
7 so as to read as follows: Section 17. The
8 assessors of cities, except in Boston and Chelsea,
9 shall, on or before the fifteenth day of June in

10 each year, and the assessors of towns having over
11 five thousand inhabitants according to the latest
12 census, state or national, shall, on or before the
13 first day of July in each year, prepare street lists
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14 containing the names of all persons assessed by
15 them for poll taxes for the current year. Such
16 lists for cities and for towns divided into voting
17 precincts shall be arranged hj voting precincts.
18 They shall print such lists in pamphlet form,
19 shall deliver to the registrars as many copies
20 thereof as they may require, and shall hold the
21 remaining copies for public distribution. In all
22 other towns they shall, on or before the first day
23 of July in each year, cause lists of all persons
24 assessed therein for poll taxes to be prepared and
25 conspicuously posted in two or more public places
26 in every such town. In towns not divided into
27 voting precincts such lists may be arranged
28 alphabetically, according to the names of the
29 persons on the list, or by streets.

1 Sectton 4. Section eighteen of said chapter
2 eight hundred and thirty-five, as amended by
3 section four of said chapter ninety-one, and by
4 section four of said chapter twenty-nine, is hereby
5 further amended by inserting after the word
6 “Boston”, the words: and Chelsea, —so as
7to read as follows: Section 18. Except in
8 Boston and Chelsea, the assessors shall name or
9 designate in such street lists all buildings used as

10 residences, in their order on the street where they
11 are located, by giving the number or other
12 definite description of each building so that it can
13 be readily identified, and shall place opposite to or
14 under each number or other description of a
15 building the name, age and occupation of everv
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16 person residing therein on the first day of April
17 of the current year and assessed for a poll tax,
18 and his residence on the first day of April of the
19 preceding year.

Section 5. Said chapter eight hundred and
thirtjr-five, as amended in section nineteen by
section five of said chapter ninety-one, and by
section five of said chapter twenty-nine, is hereby
further amended by striking out said section
nineteen, and inserting in place thereof the fol-
lowing: — Section 19. If a male person resident
in a city or town, except Boston and Chelsea, on
the first day of April was not assessed for a poll
tax, he shall, in order to establish his right to
assessment, present to the assessors before the
close of registration a statement under oath that
he was on said day a resident of such city or town
and liable to pay a poll tax therein, and a list
under oath of his polls and estate and shall also
produce before the assessors two witnesses, who
shall testify, under oath, that they are voters of
the ward or town in which such person desires to
be registered and that the statement of the ap-
plicant is true.

1
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A male person who becomes a resident of a city
or town, except Boston and Chelsea, after the first
day of April and desires to be registered as a
voter shall present to the assessors a statement
under oath that he has been a resident of such city

or town for six months immediately preceding the
election at which he claims the right to vote, and
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28 shall produce before the assessors two witnesses,
29 who shall testify under oath that they are voters
30 of the ward or town in which such person desires
31 to be registered and that the statement of the ap-
-32 plicant is true. If the assessors are satisfied that
33 such statement is true, they shall, in the first case,
34 assess such applicant for his polls and estate and
35 give him a certificate of assessment, and in the
36 siecond, give him a certificate that he has been a
37 resident in such city or town the six months pre-
-38 ceding such election, and forthwith notify the
39 registrars of voters of the city or town, if in this
40 commonwealth, where such person resided on the
41 first of April, that they have given such certificate.

1 Section 6. Section twenty of chapter eight
2 hundred and thirty-five of the acts of the year
3 nineteen hundred and thirteen, is hereby amended
4 by inserting after the word “Boston”, in the first
5 line, the words; and Chelsea, so as to read
6as follows: Section 20. The assessors, except
7 in Boston and Chelsea, shall enter the name and
8 residence of each person thus assessed or certified
9 in a book provided for that purpose, and opposite

10 to each name, the names, occupations and resi-
ll dences of the persons who have testified as above
12 provided.
13 In every place where voters are registered, the
14 registrars, in Boston the election commissioners,
15 and in every place where oaths are administered
16 as required by this act the assessors, shall post in
17 a conspicuous place a copy of sections four him-



LISTING OF VOTERS. [Mar.8

18 dred and sixty and four hundred and sixty-two
19 printed on white paper with black ink, in type
20 not less than one quarter of an inch wade.

1 Section 7. Section forty-six of said chapter
2 eight hundred and thirty-five, as amended by
3 section six of said chapter ninety-one, by section
4 one of chapter eighty-seven of the General Acts
5 of the year nineteen hundred and sixteen, and by
6 section six of said chapter twenty-nine is hereby
7 further amended by inserting after the word
8 “Boston”, the Avords: and Chelsea, so as to
9 read as follows: Section J+6. Every male ap-

-10 plicant for registration, except in Boston and Chel-
-11 sea, whose name has not been transmitted to the
12 registrars as provided in section sixteen shall
13 present a tax bill or notice from the collector of
14 taxes, or a certificate from the assessors shoAving

15 that he Avas assessed as a resident of the city or

16 town on the preceding first day of April, or a cer-

-17 tificate that he became a resident therein at least
18 six months preceding the election at which he
19 claims the right to vote, and the same shall be
20 prima facie evidence of his residence.

1 Section 8. There is hereby established in the
2 city of Chelsea a listing board composed of the
3 chief of police of said city and the board of asses-
-4 sors ex officiis. In case of a tie vote or other dis-
-5 agreement in said board, the presiding justice of
6 the police court, of Chelsea, or in case of his dis-
-7 ability, the senior associate justice of said court
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8 who is not disabled, shall, for the purpose of
9 settling such disagreement, or breaking said tie

10 vote, be a member of said board and shall preside
11 and cast the deciding vote.

1 Section 9. The listing board shall, within the
2 first seven week days of April in each year, by
3 itself or by police officers, visit every building, in
4 said city, and after diligent inquiry make true
5 lists, arranged by streets, wards and voting
6 precincts, and containing as nearly as the board
7 can ascertain, the name, age, occupation and resi-
-8 dence on the first day of April in the current
9 year, and the residence on the first day of April

10 in the preceding year, of every male person,
11 twenty years of age or upwards, who is not a
12 pauper in a public institution, residing in said
13 city. Said board shall designate in such lists all
14 buildings used as residences by such male persons,
15 in their order on the street where they are located,
16 by giving the number or other definite description
17 of every such building so that it can be readily
18 identified, and shall place opposite the number or
19 other description of every such building the name,
20 age and occupation of every such male person
21 residing therein on the first day of April in the
22 current year, and his residence on the first day of
23 April in the preceding year. The board shall also
24 inquire at the residences of the women voters
25 whose names are contained in the list prepared
26 by the registrars of voters under the provisions
27 of section forty-four of chapter eight hundred and
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28 thirty-five of the acts of the year nineteen hun-
-29 dred and thirteen, and which shall be transmitted
30 by said registrars to the listing board before the
31 first day of April in each year, whether such
32 women voters are resident thereat, and shall
33 thereupon make true lists of the women voters
34 found by them. If in any year the chief of police
35 shall believe it to be impracticable, because of
36 any public exigency requiring unusual service
37 from the police force of the city, to complete
38 within the first seven week days of April such
39 visitation, and to transmit to the registrars of
40 voters on or before the eighteenth day of April
41 the lists described in this section, he shall have
42 authority, after having given notice in writing
43 to the listing board, to take such further time for
44 such visitation and transmission, not exceeding
45 ten week days, as he shall deem necessary.
46 The board shall place in the lists made by it,
-17 opposite the name of every such male person or
48 woman voter, the name of the inmate, owner or
49 occupant of the building, or the name and resi-
-50 dence of any other person, who gives the informa-
-51 tion relating to such male person or woman
52 voter. Where such information is given by one
53 person relating to | more than one such male
54 person or woman voter residing in one building,
55 ditto marks may be used in such lists under the
56 name of the person giving the information, after
57 his name has been once placed opposite the name

58 of such male person or woman voter first written
59 down as residing in such building.
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60 The board shall, upon the personal application
61 of a person listed, for the correction of any
62 error in their lists, or whenever informed of any
63 such error, make due investigation, and upon
64 proof thereof correct the same on their lists,
65 and shall immediately notify the registrars of
66 voters of such correction, who shall correct their
67 copies of said lists accordingly and proceed to
68 revise and correct the registers under the pro-
-69 visions of section fifty-one of said chapter eight
70 hundred and thirty-five. The board shall cause
71 all applications and affidavits received by it
72 under this section to be preserved for two years.

1 Section 10. The board shall, on or before the
2 eighteenth day of April in each year, transmit
3 to the registrars of voters certified copies of
4 those parts of the lists prepared as provided in
5 the preceding section, containing the name, age,
6 occupation. and residence on the first day of
7 April in the current year, and the residence on
8 the first day of April in the preceding year, of
9 every male person, twenty years of age or up-

-10 wards, residing in said city, and shall promptly
11 transmit to the registrars of voters notice of
12 every addition to and correction in the lists made
13 by it. The board shall furnish all informa-
-14 tion in its possession necessary to aid the said
15 registrars in the performance of their duties.

1 Section 11. The board shall, on or before the
2 first day of June in each year, prepare printed
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3 copies of the lists prepared for the use of the
4 registrars of voters. The board shall print such
5 lists in pamphlet form by precincts, deliver to
6 the registrars of voters as many copies thereof as
7 they may require, and hold the remaining copies
8 for public distribution.

1 Section 12. If a male person, twenty years of
2 age or upward, resident in Chelsea on the first
3 day of April, was not listed by the board, he
4 shall, in order to establish his right to be listed,
5 appear before the board of assessors at such time
6 as it may designate, who are hereby authorized
7 to administer oaths for this purpose, and present
8 under oath a statement in writing that he was
9 on said day a resident of said city, giving his

10 name, age, occupation and residence on the first
11 day of April in the current year, and his residence
12 on the first day of April in the preceding year.
13 A male person, twenty years of age or upward,
14 who becomes a resident of said city after the first
15 day of April, and desires to be listed, shall appear
16 before member of the said board of assessors,
17 who is hereby authorized to administer oaths
18 for this purpose, and present under oath a state-
-19 ment in writing that he became a resident of said
20 city at least six months immediately preceding
21 the election at which he claims the right to vote,
22 giving his name, age, occupation and residence
23 on the above date, and his residence on the first
24 day of April in the preceding year.
25 If the said board of assessors, after investiga-



1917.] No. 422.SENATE 13

26 tion, is satisfied that such statements are true, it
27 shall give such applicant a certificate that he was
28 a resident of said city on said first day of April, or

29 a certificate that he became a resident at least
30 six months immediately preceding such election,
31 as the case may be, which certificate shall state
32 his name, age, occupation and residence on the
33 first day of April in the current year or on the
34 above date, as the case may be, and his residence
35 on the first day of April in the preceding year;
36 but no such application shall be received later
37 than the thirtieth day preceding a state or a

38 municipal election, and no such person shall be
39 listed or be given such certificate later than the
40 twenty-first day preceding such state or municipal
41 election. The board shall also forthwith trans-
42 mit to the registrars of voters the names of all
43 persons receiving such certificates, together with
44 their residences on the first day of April in the
45 current and in the preceding year. The board
46 shall not after the last day for making such
47 application before a state election receive an
48 application until after such election
49 In every place where oaths are administered for
50 the purpose of listing the said board of assessors
51 shall post in a conspicuous place a copy of sec-
52 tion four hundred and sixty of said chapter
53 eight hundred and thirty-five, printed on white
54 paper with black ink, in type not less than one
55 quarter of an inch wide.

Section 13. The board of assessors shall enter1
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2 the date of application, the name, age, occupation
3 and residence on the first day of April in the
4 curient year and the residence on the first day of
5 April in the preceding year, of every such appli-
-6 cant, as above provided, together with the result
7 of its investigation of his application in a book
8 pro\ ided foi that purpose, which shall be open
9 foi public inspection, Said board shall cause to

10 be printed in some newspaper published in
11 Chelsea, the name and residence of every such
12 applicant. The names and residences of such
13 applicants shall be printed by wards and pre-
-14 cincts within two days after the number of names
15 of such applicants, not printed, reaches fifty;
16 and on the day when such number is reached, the
17 names to be printed within such two days shall
18 include the names of all such applicants up to the
19 close of business for this purpose in the office of
20 the board on such day.

1 Section 14. The board of assessors shall have
2 their office open during such hours as shall be
3 necessary to carry out the provisions of the two
4 preceding sections.

1 Section 15. The registrars of voters shall,
2 after the first day of April in each year, prepare
3 an annual register containing the names of all
4 qualified voters in Chelsea for the current year,
5 beginning with such first day of April. Such
6 names shall be arranged by wards and precincts
7 and, opposite the name of each voter, shall be
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8 entered his residence on the preceding first day
9 of April or any subsequent day when he became

10 a resident of said city. The registrars of voters
11 shall enter in the annual register every name
12 contained in the lists, foi; the current year, of
13 persons transmitted to them by the listing board,
14 giving, as the residence of each person on the
15 first day of April, the place at which he was listed
16 by said board; and likewise the name and resi-
-17 deuce, as aforesaid, of every woman voter whose
18 name is contained in the list of women voters
19 transmitted to them under this act: provided,
20 that in every case they are able to identify the
21 name so transmitted as that of a man or woman
22 whose name was borne on the voting list of said
23 city at the last preceding election. They shall
24 make all inquiries and investigations necessary to
25 identify such person, and they shall not enter in
26 the annual register the name of a person objected
27 to by any of the registrars of voters, until such
28 person has been duly notified and given an oppor-
-29 tunity to be heard by them, and shall have
30 appeared and satisfied them of his right to have
31 his name so entered. They shall forthwith enter
32 in the annual register the name of every person
33 whose qualifications as a voter have been deter-
-34 mined by them in the current year and whose
35 name has accordingly been entered in the general
36 register. They shall, on or before the first
37 Monday of August in each year, send notice in
38 writing by mail to each male and female voter of
39 the preceding year whose name has not been en-
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40 tered in the annual register of the current year
41 that his name has not been so entered. They
42 shall, before the first day of April in each year,
43 transmit to the listing board a list of the women
44 voters whose namqs are contained upon the reg-
-45 ister of the preceding year, with their residences,
46 as they appear on said register.

1 Section 16. Every person, male or female,
2 whose name has not been entered in the annual
3 register in accordance with the preceding section,
4 must, in order to be registered as a voter, apply
5 in person for registration and prove that he is
6 qualified to register.

1 Section 17. Section four hundred and thirty-

-2 six of said chapter eight hundred and thirty-five,
3 as amended by section eight of said chapter
4 ninety-one, and by section thirteen of said chapter
5 twenty-nine, is hereby further amended by in-

-6 sorting after the word “Boston”, the words: -

7or Chelsea, —soas to read as follows: Section
8 436. A member of the listing board or a police
9 officer in Boston or Chelsea who knowingly enters

10 on any list of male persons or women voters, or

11 causes, or allows to be entered thereon, or reports
12 the name of any person as a resident of a building,
13 who is not a resident thereof, shall for each offence
14 be punished by imprisonment for not more than
15 one year.

1 Section 18. Section four hundred and fifty-
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2 eight of said chapter eight hundred and thirty-five,
3 as amended by section nine of said chapter
4 ninety-one, and by section fourteen of said chap-
,s ter twenty-nine, is hereby further amended by
6 inserting after the word “Boston”, the words:
7 or Chelsea, so as to read as follows: Section
8 458. Whoever in Boston or Chelsea, being an in-
-9 mate of a building and a male resident twenty

10 years of age or upward, refuses or neglects to give
11 his true name, when asked by a member of the
12 listing board or a police officer acting under this
13 act, or whoever, being an owner or occupant of a
14 building, or a clerk, superintendent, manager or
15 other person having in charge the affairs of a
16 hotel or lodging house, refuses or neglects to give
17 the full and true information within his knowledge
18 relating to all persons residing in such building,
19 when asked by a member of the listing board or a
20 police officer acting under this act, shall be pun-
-21 ished by imprisonment for not more than three
22 months.

1 Section 19. Section four hundred and fifty-
-2 nine of said chapter eight hundred and thirty-five,
3 as amended by section ten of said chapter ninety-
-4 one, and by section fifteen of said chapter twenty-
-5 nine, is hereby further amended by inserting
6 after the word “Boston”, the words: —or
7 Chelsea, —so as to read as follows: Section
8 459. Whoever knowingly gives to an assessor
9 or assistant assessor, for the purpose of the

10 assessment of a poll tax, or in Boston or Chelsea,
11 to a member of the listing board or a police officer,
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12 for the purpose of making a list of male residents
13 twenty years of age or upward or women voters
14 or a report under this act, the name of any
15 person as a resident of a building, who is not a
16 resident therein, shall be punished by imprison-
-17 ment for not more than one year.

1 Section 20. Section four hundred and sixty
2 of said chapter eight hundred and thirty-five,
3 as amended by section eleven of said chapter
4 ninety-one, and by section sixteen of said chapter
5 twenty-nine, is hereby further amended by insert-
-6 ing after the word “Boston”, the words:-—or
7 Chelsea, —so as to read as follows: Section
8 460. Whoever knowingly or wilfully makes a
9 false affidavit, takes a false oath or signs a false

10 certificate relative to the qualifications of any
11 person for assessment or registration, or in
12 Boston or Chelsea for being listed, shall be
13 punished by imprisonment for not more than one
14 year.

1 Section 21. Section fifty-seven of Part II of
2 chapter six hundred and eighty of the acts of the
3 year nineteen hundred and eleven is hereby
4 amended by striking out the words “five assistant
5 assessors, one from each ward”, in the fifteenth
6 line, so as to read as follows: Section 57.
7 The board of aldermen shall appoint, may
8 remove and shall fix the salary, if any, of all
9 administrative officers of the city, except as is

10 otherwise provided herein. There shall be the
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11 following administrative officers, who shall per-
-12 form the duties by law prescribed for them,
13 respectively, and such further duties, not incon-
-14 sistent with the nature of their respective offices
15 and with general laws, as the board of aldermen
16 may prescribe: a city clerk; a city treasurer, who
17 may be collector of taxes; a city auditor; a city
18 solicitor; a city messenger; a city physician, a
19 city engineer, who shall be superintendent of
20 streets and sewers, and who shall have the powers
21 of surveyors of highways and all the powers of
22 road commissioners not herein otherwise con-
-23 ferred; a board of assessors, consisting of three
24 persons; a water commissioner; a park com-
-25 missioner; a board of registrars of voters,
26 consisting of three persons; a board of trustees
27 of the public library, consisting of six persons;
28 a board of trustees of the soldiers’ burial lot,
29 consisting of three persons; a board of commis-
-30 sioners of sinking funds, consisting of three
31 persons; a board of overseers of the poor, consist-
-32 ing of three persons; a board of health, consisting
33 of three persons, one of whom shall be a physician;
34 a superintendent of pu
35 be inspector of buildin
36 fire alarms, who shall 1
37 clerk of committees; a
38 engineer of the fire depai

die buildings, who shall
;s; a superintendent of
>e inspector of wires: a

hief of police; a cl
tmen

1 Section 22. This ac
2 its passage.
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