
SENATE No. 514

Mr. Hastings moves that this bill be substituted by amendment for
the Senate Bill to provide for the establishment of the Mohawk Trail
Reservation (Senate, No. 211, changed by the committee on Harbors
and Public Lands, in section 3, by striking out, in line 2, the words
“one hundred”, and inserting in place thereof the word “sixty”).

AN ACT
To provide for the Establishment of the Mohawk

Trail Reservation.

1 Section 1. The state forest commission is
2 hereby authorized and directed to take or acquire
3 by gift, purchase or otherwise, land to be known
4 as the Mohawk Trail reservation, for the purpose
5 of preserving the trees and slopes on the hillsides
6 forming the valleys of Cold river and Manning
7 brook, the roadside and views on the top of
8 Florida mountain, and the roadside and views
9 on the western slope of said mountain.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventeen.
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2 held by said commission for the above purpose
3 and any portion of it may be used for forestry or
4 grazing purposes, and the said commission is au-
-5 thorized to make arrangements with the state
6 forester to take full charge and control of the
7 whole or any portion of the land taken under this
8 act, for forestry purposes, where any portion of
9 the land may be used for such purposes: 'provided,

10 that such use doesnot unduly obstruct the natural
11 views. No work shall be done, and no goods,
12 wares, or merchandise shall be sold or displayed
13 within the limits of the reservation or on the
14 state highway except under authority granted and
15 permit therefor first obtained from said commis-
-16 sion. The said commission shall have full and
17 exclusive authority to grant permits from time
18 to time to owners of adjoining land to do any
19 necessary work on the reservation, including
20 grading, cutting trees, etc., that may be essential
21 for convenient access or communication with said
22 land and to revoke the same; and also to grant
23 and revoke permits or licenses for the sale of
24 goods, wares, and merchandise along the high-
-25 way or elsewhere within the reservation; provided,
26 that no structures shall be erected or maintained
27 within two hundred feet of the state highway loca-
-28 tion lines unless a permit is first obtained from
29 the Massachusetts highway commission, nor shall
30 any tree be cut, or other work done within the
31 limits of the state highway location, unless under
32 authority of a permit from the said commission.

1 Section 2. When acquired, the land shall be
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33 The commission may also fix reasonable fees for
34 granting such permits or licenses for the sale of
35 goods, wares, and merchandise, and the money so
36 collected and any other revenue from the reserva-
-37 tion itself may be expended in the maintenance
38 and improvement of the reservation; provided,
39 that nothing in this act shall limit the power and
40 authority of the Massachusetts highway commis-
-41 sion on the land included within the limits of the
42 state highway location.

1 Section 3. The commission shall have power
2 to take any land which in its opinion should be
3 included in the reservation, and within sixty days
4 after any land or right therein is acquired or
5 taken under this act the commission shall file
6 and cause to be recorded in the proper registry
7 of deeds a description thereof sufficiently accurate
8 for its identification, which description shall be
9 signed by a majority of the commission and shall

10 constitute a taking of the land therein described.
11 A copy of the description of the land taken shall
12 be sent to the owner thereof by registered mail
13 if his name and address appear upon the books of
14 the assessors of the town in which the land is
15 situated, and if it is not known the said copy
16 shall be sent to the town clerk of the town in
17 which the land taken is situated.

1 Section 4. The said commission shall estimate
2 and determine as nearly as may be possible all
3 damages sustained by any person or corporation
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4 by the taking of any land or right therein under
5 this act; but anyone aggrieved by such determina-
-6 tion of the board may have such damages assessed
7 by a jury of the superior court, in the same manner
8 as is provided by law with respect to damages
9 sustained by reason of the laying out of ways.

10 If upon trial damages are increased beyond the
11 award of the board the aggrieved party shall
12 recover costs, otherwise such party shall pay
13 costs; and costs shall be taxes as in civil cases;
14 but no suit for such damages shall be brought
15 after the expiration of two years from the date of
16 the recording of the taking, as required by the
17 preceding section.

1 Section 5. For the purposes of this act the
2 sum of sixty thousand dollars is hereby authorized
3 to be expended, to be paid out of the treasury of
4 the commonwealth from the ordinary revenue.


