
SENATE No. 549
Printed by order of the Senate,

STATEMENT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL WEL-
FARE RELATIVE TO ITS REPORT ON THE SUB-
JECT OF OLD-AGE PENSIONS.

The committee on Social Welfare, to which were referred
so much of the Governor’s Address (Senate, No. 1) as relates
to certain forms of Social Insurance; the special report of the
Director of the Bureau of Statistics, under chapter 120 of the
Resolves of 1914, submitting information secured in taking
the last decennial census relative to the number of aged and
dependent persons in the Commonwealth; so much of the
report of the Commission on Social Insurance appointed,
under chapters 157 and 164 of the Resolves of 1916, to
recommend legislation for the protection of wage-earners
from the burdens of sickness, unemployment and old age,
and to investigate the subject of reasonable restrictions in
the hours of labor in industries operated continuously for
twenty-four hours (House, No. 1850), as does not relate to
hours of labor in industries operated continuously for
twenty-four hours; the petition (accompanied by bill, Sen-
ate, No. 280) of Wendell Philips Thore and another that
provision be made for a comprehensive system of old age
pensions; the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No.
370) of Jacob Wasserman relative to state pensions for
citizens above the age of seventy years; and the petition
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(accompanied by bill. House, No. 513) of Edward Carr and
others for a general system of non-contributory old age
pensions, begs to submit the following statement:

In the opinion of the committee there is no need of further
investigation of the general subject of old age pensions.
Three Commissions (1910, 1914, 191G) have fully reported
their findings, and so far as knowledge of what has already
been done in the matter, we would seem to have sufficient
data.

There is however certain information which the Legisla-
ture should have, if serious consideration is given in the
future to the adoption of old age pensions.

In the report of the Director of the Bureau of Statistics
on old age pensions, made to His Excellency Governor
McCall, under date of Jan. 15, 1917, an estimate is given
of the probable cost of pensioning all persons seventy years
of age and over, who have resided in the Commonwealth
at least ten years. In the opinion of the committee, the
number of years’ residence in the state before a citizen shall
become eligible for a pension, should be fifteen, if not twenty
years. We therefore ask the Director to submit to the next
legislature figures showing an estimated cost of pensions
based on such periods of residence.

In the resolve accompanying our report, we ask for ac-
curate information bearing on the operation of old age pen-
sions in England. The claim so often made that England
is successfully operating an old age pension system, has been
repeatedly challenged by opponents of pensions, and while
the success or failure there may or may not have a bearing
on what Massachusetts may do, it will be of interest to
know for instance, whether, as is claimed, pauperism has
increased in England as the result of the adoption in that
country of old age pensions. The Director of the Bureau of
Statistics is in a position to secure accurate information
along this line, if such can be obtained, and the committee
is of the opinion it will be well worth securing, although what
may work successfully in European country-wide movements,
may prove to be impracticable in any single State in this
countrv.
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Even though the Legislature were convinced of the de-
sirability of establishing a system of old age pensions, the
present financial demands upon the treasury of the Common-
wealth are such as to positively prohibit any consideration of
favorable legislation. If in the future such a movement
should be seriously considered, there will be need of such
further statistics as, in our resolve the Director of the Bureau
of Statistics is directed to procure.

For the committee.
GEORGE D. CHAMBERLAIN.




