
SENATE No. 574

Executive Departmentf, Boston, May 22nd, 1917

To the Honorable Senate and Home of Representatives
I return herewith without my approval an Act “Author-

izing the Pilgrim Tercentenary Commission to acquire Land
and make Improvements for the Preservation of Historic
Places in the Town of Plymouth and Vicinity.” (See Senate
No. 539).

The act among other things authorizes, and indeed directs
the Pilgrim Tercentenary Commission to take by right of
eminent domain or otherwise three groups of land within the
town of Plymouth and in addition thereto such land and
buildings of any town in the vicinity of Plymouth which
constituted a part of the Plymouth colony as in the opinion
of the Commission should be required for the purposes of
the act. The Commission is further authorized to construct
piers and retaining walls and to do such filling, grading and
planting and make such improvements upon the said three
groups of land “or upon any land or premises within the
limits of the Plymouth colony now devoted to historic or
memorial uses as may in its opinion best carry out its rec-
ommendations and plans and those of its predecessor.”
And it is further authorized to erect a memorial hall as
recommended by it and its predecessor. The cost of the
projects authorized to be entered into are problematical,
but they must of necessity be great. The report of the
Commission to which the bill refers estimates the cost of the
memorial hall alone at $600,000, and a detailed estimate is
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made of the projected improvements and alterations which
including the cost of the memorial hall and the cost of a
pageant for which another section of the pending bill pro-
vides, amounts to $1,884,300. It is true that section Bof the
bill provides that no' contract shall be entered into and no
expense incurred for work to be done or property to be ac-
quired under this act until the fund shall be made available
either by appropriation or by gift; but the act itself appro-
priates $50,000 as an initial expenditure, and further orders
the taking of the said lands by eminent domain under which
an obligation would be incurred on behalf of the Common-
wealth.

I should sanction a reasonable and guarded expenditure
upon some of the projects of the bill. I doubt, however, if
even in normal times so expensive a plan would be just to
the tax-payers of the Commonwealth, involving as it does
the possible expenditure by the Commonwealth of more than
a million dollars in permanent improvements in Plymouth,
much if it of local use. But under the conditions which have
arisen since the bill was introduced into the Legislature and
which impose the strictest caution in entering upon new pro-
jects of public expenditure, I think the proposed expense is
now unwarranted.

The colonization at Plymouth may fairly take rank, in
the things for which it stands in the development of our

political institutions, as the most important colonization in

our history. The Three Hundredth Anniversary of the

Landing at Plymouth might well be made an occasion for

calling together the representatives of all the nations of the
world to unite in recognizing an event of such transcendent
importance in the establishment of free political institutions.
But the time is far less propitious today than when the sub-
ject was first brought to the attention of the Legislature.
The conflagration which was raging over nearly all of Europe

has leaped across the Atlantic and America is brought into

the great world struggle.
Under these conditions it seems to me it is wiser to await

the coming of a happier time and certainly not at this time

to embark upon any ambitious and expensive project for
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commemorating the event. If that happier time shall not
come before 1920 suitable exercises may be devised not the
less impressive because they may be simple and inexpensive.
The commemoration of the Two Hundredth Anniversary
was not lmu'ked by any large expenditure of money and yet
the lesson of the landing was impressed upon mankind by a
noble oration which will survive long after any memorial
hall which we could possibly build at Plymouth shall have
fallen into decay. If the times shall permit, we may pro-
vide at the next or at a subsequent session for some of the
projects contained in this bill and perhaps for a more com-
prehensive commemoration. Put if not we shall still have
the immortal event in our history and from its due contem-
plation we shall be able to gather strength to endure the
troubles of the time and inspiration for our guidance in the
future.

SAMUEL W. McCALL.




