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In the 1' Hundred1

AN ACT
To provide for Absentee Voting.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 voter of the commonwealth1 Section 1. Any qualifu
2 if required by his duty as a member of the military or

States or by his business or

i the day of an election from
he is a registered voter, may

1the Unite3 naval fore
4 occupation to be absent oi

5 the city or town in which
6 vote at such election in the manner provided by this act.

ake application for an absentee
voters of the city or town in
voter, by registered mail with
tender enclosed to cover cost

1 Section 2. He shall m
2 ballot to the registrars of
3 which he is a registered
4 sufficient postage or legal
5 of mailing to him a blank ballot and other papers a
6 hereinafter provided, the necessary amount of such
7 postage or legal tender to be determined and made pub
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S lie by the secretary of the commonwealth, said applica-
-9 tion to be received by the registrars not less than thirty

10 nor more than sixty days prior to the election in question
11 if said applicant at the time of application mailed by him
12 was within the confines of one of the United States or of
13 the District of Columbia and not less than sixty nor more
14 than ninety days if said applicant was at said time out-
-15 side such confines. Said applicant shall also enclose full
16 directions for forwarding his absentee ballot, including a
17 return envelope addressed to him at a post office within
18 the jurisdiction of the United States or in care of an
19 American consul outside of said jurisdiction or if in
20 service of the army or navy in care of his commanding
21 officer.

1 Section 3. The registrars upon receipt of such appli-
-2 cation and upon being satisfied that the applicant is duly
3 qualified to vote in the city or town for which said appli-
-4 cation is made, shall enroll the name and address of said
5 applicant in a book to be provided for the purpose, and
6 shall make out a certificate of registration and coupon

7 attached thereto, as hereinafter set forth, and forward the
8 same to the applicant by registered mail, general delivery
9 (cost of postage having been furnished by applicant as

10 hereinbefore provided) and also shall enclose therewith
11 a. An envelope containing the folded ballot, sealed and

marked “ballot within
13 h. An envelope, for resealing the marked ballot; form

14 of which is hereinafter provided and called “voucher. ’

15 c. A properly addressed envelope for the return of said
16 ballot.
17 d. A printed slip, giving full instructions with regard
IS to absentee voting to be prepared by the secretary of the
19 commonwealth.
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20 FORM OF CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION.

21 This is to certify that ISA

22 qualified voter
23 city or town

wardprecinct
Massachusetts

24 and entitled to vote in the election to be held on
25 Application for ballot received (date)
26 from (post office) and mailed to
27 post office, as requested on
28 A copy of this certificate is filed with the letter of ap-
-29 plication.

Number30

(Signed)31
32

33 (Detach the Coupon Below and Return.)
34 The applicant shall not open the sealed envelope
35 marked “ballot within” except in the presence of the
36 postmaster or his assistant, who is to register the same
37 for return mail. The voter shall mark and refold the
38 ballot without assistance, and shall not disclose the
39 manner in which it has been marked, shall seal and sign
40 the voucher, _ the postmaster or assistant signing as
41 witness to said voucher.
42 The postmaster or assistant shall fill out the following
43 blank, detach the coupon from the certificate and place
44 it within the return envelope containing the sealed
45 ballot.
46 Name given by voter

47 Color Height Age
48 Hair Eyes Weight estimated
49 Birthplace given by voter Occupation
50 State and precinct where voter claimed to have last
51 voted.

Clerk of Board of Rigistrars of Voters.
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52 To the best of my knowledge, the above information is
53 correct, and the applicant has complied with the re-
-64 auirements of the law as above provided. I have no
55 knowledge whatever of the markings, erasures or intent
56 of the ballot enclosed.
57
58 Post office stamp or official seal or mark.
59 (Signed)
60
61 Postmaster.
62 (or other person designated by this act).
63 In the army and navy a commissioned officer, com-
64 manding officer or commissioned representative, shall
65 sign the foregoing certificate, in lieu of the postmaster.
66 In territory without the jurisdiction of the United States,
67 the consular officer shall sign the certificate.

f
68 FORM OF VOUCHER (TO BE ON BACK OF RETURN
69 ENVELOPE CONTAINING MARKED BALLOT).
70 This is to certify that the enclosed ballot was received
71 by me as per my application to the registrars of
72 precinct ward, city or town.
73 Massachusetts. The envelope marked “ballot within”

4 was opened by me in the presence of
75 postmaster (consul or commissioned officer) of
76 marked immediately and while in his presence without
77 assistance nor knowledge on the part of any one as to the
78 manner in which same was prepared, and then and there
79 sealed as provided by law r

.

80 (Signed)
81 Witness
82 Postmaster
83 (or other person designated by this act)
§4 Date
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1 Section 4. Upon receipt of the registered letter, for-
-2 warded by the registrars, the applicant shall not open the
3 sealed envelope marked “ballot within ” except it be in
4 the presence of the postmaster or his assistant, and shall
5 then and there mark and refold the ballot without
6 assistance and without making known the manner of
7 marking the same. He shall then and there place the
8 ballot within the envelope in the presence of the post-
-9 master or assistant, who shall witness the same in writing,
10 or in case of their refusal to witness the same it may be
11 witnessed by any person qualified to take acknowledg-
-12 ments of deeds. The envelope with the coupon shall be
13 enclosed within the envelope directed to the registrars,
14 shall then and there be sealed and mailed registered to
15 the registrars, and the registration of same shall be the
16 same date as the coupon enclosed.
17 An applicant who receives his ballot outside the juris-
-18 diction of the United States shall conform to all require-
-19 ments above set forth except that he shall mark and seal
20 ballot in the presence of the American consul or his
21 assistant, if the letter was directed to the consulate, pre-
-22 serving all the secrecy of the ballot as provided above,
23 and it shall be forwarded by the consulate within two
24 days after receipt of same. In the army and navy the
25 commanding officer or a commissioned officer duly dele-
-26 gated by him, shall witness and register the return enve-
-27 lope by first mail leaving said command or ship.

1 Section 5. It shall be the duty of the secretary of the
2 commonwealth to furnish the registrars of each city and
3 town with a sufficient number of blank ballots, each
4 properly sealed in an envelope marked “ballot within”,
5 and other papers necessary to carry out this act, and
6 take his receipt for the same. Within five days subse-
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7 quent to the election the registrars shall return to the
8 secretary of the commonwealth all unused ballots in their
9 original sealed envelopes and a list of the names of those

10 voters who have been furnished ballots as provided in
11 this act.

1 Section 6. Upon the receipt of the return ballot from
2 the applicant, the registrars shall, opposite the name of
3 the voter in the book, heretofore mentioned, write in
4 ink the words “deposited in sealed box on ”

5 adding the signature of the depositor and shall deposit
6 the envelope containing the ballot, unopened, in a sealed
7 box, to be provided for this purpose, and there it shall
8 remain until the day of election. The coupons enclosed
9 with the return ballots shall be filed with the letters of

10 application.

1 Section 7. Seven days prior to the election in ques-

-2 tion the registrars shall post a list of the voters who
3 have applied for ballots under this act, and shall plainly
4 mark in ink opposite the names of those whose ballots
5 have been returned, the words, date and signature similar
6 to those in section six, a true copy of same to be posted
7 in a conspicuous place in the town or city hall, and this
8 list in duplicate, with any additional returns that have
9" been received, properly marked as above shall be posted
10 in a conspicuous place at the polling place of the precinct
11 on the day of said election.

1 Section 8. On the day of election the registrars shall
2 deliver the box containing the sealed ballots, together with
3 the letters of application and return coupons attached,
4 and a list in triplicate like those in section seven, sealed,
5 to the presiding election officer at the precinct in which
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6 the ballots are to be cast, and shall take receipt for said
7 box and sealed papers.

1 Section 9. At the close of the regular balloting, the
2 box shall be opened by the presiding election officer and
3 the ballots deposited in the regular ballot box, as follows:
4 As each envelope is removed from the box, the name
5 of the voter is to be called and checked as if the voter
6 were voting in person. If found entitled to cast his vote,
7 the envelope is then, but not until then, opened, and the
8 ballot deposited in the regular box without examining or
9 unfolding it.

2 and either voted or rejected, the empty envelopes that
3 have previously contained the said ballots are to be re-
-4 turned to the original box together with the sealed pack-
-5 age of letters of applications and coupons and the ballots,
6 if any, on which, or attached, shall be plainly written the
7 cause of rejection, signed by a majority of the election
8 officers. The box shall thereupon be resealed and not

opened within ninety days except by order of cour

1 Section 11. Any person attempting to aid or abet
2 fraud in connection with any vote cast, or to be cast, or
3 attempted to be cast, under the provisions of this act,
4 shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to the state prison
5 for a term not exceeding five years.
6 Any person attempting to vote by fraudulently signing
7 the name of a regularly qualified voter, shall be- guilty of
8 forgery.
9 Any public official who knowingly violates any of the

10 provisions of this act in order that fraud may be perpe-
-11 trated, shall upon conviction thereof be sentenced to the

1 Section 10. When all ballots have been accounted for
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12 state prison for a term not exceeding five years and in

13 addition thereto shall forever be disqualified from holdingion th

14 office in the commonwealth, and shall forever be disquali-

15 fied from exercising the right of franchise

Section 12. The word “election” as used in tins act

shall include a primary or caucus and a city, town, state

)r other election as defined in section one of chapter

;i ght hundred and thirty-five, part one, acts of nineteen

hundred and thirteen.
The term “registrars” as used in this act shall be con-

strued as including the board of election commissioners of

the city of Boston and the selectmen and town clerks m

towns having no separate board of registrars.

Section 13. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent

herewith are hereby repealed.


