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To the Honorable Senate and House of R>
By the provisions of section 3, chapter 371, Acts of 1909,

the Director of the Bureau of Statistics is required to submit
annually to the Legislature a summary of the work of the
Bureau for the year preceding. This work has been, during
the past year, considerably interrupted by virtue of the
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vember 30, and it is contemplated that one other bulletin,
the copy for which was substantially completed during the
fiscal year, can be issued in the near future to complete the
annual report

Four quarterly reports (each about 16 pages) on the
subject of “Employment in Massachusetts” have also been
issued during the fiscal year, the first of these being for the
quarter ending Dec. 31, 1916, and the last for the quarter
ending Sept. 30, 191

During the year the Labor Division, through its chief,
Mr. Roswell F. Phelps, has co-operated in furnishing in-
formation and assistance to the Special Committee on Social
Insurance, as contemplated by the provisions of chapter 130
of the Resolves of 191

Manufactures Statistics. During the year the “Annual
Report on the Statistics of Manufactures” (Public Document
No. 36), covering the business of the year 1915, has been
published, and the report for 1916 is now in the hands of
the printer

Municipal Finances. The “Tenth Annual Report on the
Statistics of Municipal Finances” (Public Document No. 79)
is still in the hands of the printer, the last copy for the same
having been forwarded in November. During the vear six
cities and towns, namely, the cities of Cambridge, Everett,
Fitchburg and Peabody, and the towns of Grafton and
Topsfield, have petitioned for the first time for an audit of
their accounts, which has been accompanied by the installa-
tion of an accounting system; the town of Gay Head has
petitioned for an audit of its accounts; and the towns of
Billerica and Millville have petitioned for the installation
of an accounting system. In addition, the selectmen of
four towns, namely, Barnstable, Braintree, Chilmark and
Hubbardston, have taken advantage of the provisions of
chapter 192, General Acts of 1917, which authorizes the
electmen to petition for an audit of accounts without a

vote of the town when, in the judgment of its officers, such
an audit is necessary.

For the calendar year ending Dec. 31, 1917, town and
district notes have been certified in accordance v ith the
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statute to the number of 2,265, amounting in the aggregate
to $16,234,043.44. The revenue to the Commonwealth from
this source during the same year was $4,309.

Public Employment Offices. The eleventh annual report
on the State Public Employment Offices, the statistics of
which are to cover the calendar year ending Dec. 31, 1917
so that the same may be, in a measure, comparable with
similar data reported by the public employment offices in
other States and pursuant to a recommendation of the
American Association of Public Employment Offices, is now
in course of preparation. It was necessary on April 1,
primarily because of the lack of a sufficient appropriation to
continue the office, to close the Public Employment Office at
Fall River, which had been in existence since Oct. 1, 1907,
and to dismiss the superintendent. It has also been neces-
sary to resort to other drastic economies in order that the
remaining offices at Boston, Springfield and Worcester might
be maintained within the amount appropriated by the Legis-
lature. I discussed the situation respecting the status of
this branch of the public service quite fully in the annual
report for 1916, and the statements and recommendations
made therein are still applicable. During the year I have
attended conferences &t New York and Cleveland, called by
the chief of the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics, as
a member of a committee appointed by the American
Association of Public Employment Offices, for the purpose of
standardizing administrative procedure and statistical records
of the public employment offices of the country. These con-
ferences were attended by various well-informed and ex-

perienced specialists in this branch of the public service, and
uggestions which it is hoped
our Massachusetts offices in

were productive of numerous
may, in time, be adopted b.
the interest of making them more useful to the local publi

The Decennial Census. The clerical work preliminary to
tabulating the data collected in the Decennial Census for
publication was substantially completed during the year,
and the tabulations and preparation of copy for the report
are now in progress and I hope to be able to bring them t<

a termination in 1918. The work was seriously interrupted
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for a period of several weeks during the summer because of
the necessity of transferring the clerical force to governmental
work in connection with the draft. Of the original aggre^

ate expenditure, $400,000, authorized for the purposes of
the census, a total of $385,000 has been appropriated, and
every possible effort will be made to finish the work, in-
cluding the cost of publications, within the $15,000 authorized
but not yet appropriated. If this can be done as anticipated
it will be the first State census to be completed within the
sum originally authorized, notwithstanding the fact that the
Legislature, since passing the census act, has passed two
other acts, requiring expenditures amounting to over $B,OOO
providing for special work which it was stipulated should be
paid for out of the census appropriation, but which was not
contemplated when the original authorization was made

Respectfully submitted.

CHARLES F. GETTEMY
Director, Bureau of

tate House, Boston, Jan


