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Trustees of Hospitals for Consumptives

To the Honorable Senate and Home of Representatives.
In compliance with the provisions of chapter 269 of tin

General Acts of 1915, the Board of Trustees of Hospitals fo
Consumptives has the honor to present the following part
of its eleventh annual report, which contains recommenda
tions for legislative action, each accompanied by a draft o

a bill embodying the legislation recommended.

Yours respectfully

JOHN B. HAWES, 2d,
.s'

Cl)t CoramoiUuciiltl) of o@as»ac|nisetw.



JanHOSPITALS FOR CONSUMPTIVES

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
TO BE CONTAINED IN THE ELEVENTH AN-
NUAL REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF HOS-
PITALS FOR CONSUMPTIVES FOR THE YEAR
1918.

North Reading State Sanatorium

Buildings to accommodate Superintendent, Medical Staff,
Night Nurses and Business Offices, $75,104.0;

The greatest Heed of this sanatorium at the present time
is a suitable building to relieve the overcrowded conditions
existing in the present administration building. Nurses are
obliged to live three and four in a room. Night nurses are
housed in this building on the same floot with the day
nurses and domestics. They are living in crowded quarters
and are unable to obtain proper rest under existing con-
ditions. It is impossible to provide a reception room for
nurses and staff; consequently when they are off duty there
is no aa affable place where they may go for recreation.
The isolation of this institution, together with the above-
mentioned conditions, makes it impossible to secure and
maintain efficient nurses and female employees. A new
building, as suggested last year, to accommodate the super-
intendent and family, medical staff and night nurses would
permit the use of the present administration building for
nurses and female employees, and provide a suitable re-ception room for their use. This recommendation has beenembodied in a draft of a bill submitted.

Hospital Buildings, $7

The matter of increased hospital accommodations in thmale unit should be given serious consideration. ~
•

i
J xligpast winter tnere was a daily average of 40 beO ~wa cases m
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this unit. As the hospital ward will accommodate but 29
patients it was necessary to treat many bed cases in the
open pavilion, and in several instances we were forced to
advise the removal of certain patients owing to the lack of
proper hospital accommodations. This recommendation has
been embodied in a draft of a resolve submitted.

Installation of Fire Protective System, $18,057.1t
The present equipment for fire protection is very inad-

equate. The buildings east of the power plant are entirely
unprotected owing to the lack of sufficient water pressure.
The buildings, with the exception of the power plant, are
wooden construction throughout. In view of the frequency
of brush fires in the neighborhood the matter of fire pro-
tection is important. The water supply being very hard has
given trouble in the power plant, owing to excessive scaling
in the boilers. The installation of a fire protective system
is recommended for the protection of the buildings, to pro-
vide for the irrigation of crops in the future, and to provide
brook water for the boilers. This recommendation has been
embodied in a draft of a resolve submitted.

Lakkville State Sanatorium.

A Addition to Power Plant and Laundry, 5536,4f1.7
The present boiler capacity of this plant is so severely

taxed that it is impossible to shut down one boiler for even
one day in cold weather. On this account the institution
is always in a precarious situation. It was with difficulty
that the institution was able to get along with a single boiler
in the hot weather when necessary annual repairs were made.

The refrigerating machine now in use, a 4-ton machine,
is already overtaxed, so that it was necessary to shut down
a part of the machine in hot weather. Under present con-
ditions this machine is being constantly forced, which is
expensive in the consumption of steam and in the wear and
tear on the machine.

Present laundry conditions are inadequate. The old
mangle and drier are not able to do the work and double
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the present space will be necessary. This recommendation
has been embodied in a draft of a resolve submitted.

Pavilion for Twenty Patients, $3,601

This pavilion was asked for in the years 1916 and 1917,
but the appropriation has not been granted. The amount
.asked for is increased to $3,G00 on account of the increased
cost of materials and labor. The building is to house pa-
tients now cared for only in the summer months in tents
which are very much dilapidated. This recommendation has
been embodied in a draft of a resolve submitted.

It is necessary to provide additional quarters for em-
ployees at once. The shortage of workers caused by war
conditions can be largely eliminated by employment of ex-
patients if proper quarters are provided. This recommen-
dation has been embodied in a draft of a resolve submitted.

Storehouse, $6,000.

At the present time the stores are scattered in many
buildings. The attic of the administration building is full,
besides the storeroom in the basement of the same building.
Flour is kept in a storeroom at the horse barn, canned goods
in a room at the wagon shed, and other articles which have
to be stored at least a part of the year are scattered about
the place wherever a nook or corner can be found to hold
them. This recommendation has been embodied in a draft
of a resolve submitted.

6. Pavilion for Ten Ex-patient Employees, $2,500.

S. Pavilion for Six Women, S2,OC
The shortage of female workers caused by war conditions

can be largely eliminated by the employment of ex-patients
if proper quarters are provided. This recommendation hasbeen embodied in a draft of a resolve submitted.
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Westfield State Sanatorium.

9. Dormitory for Ex-patient Employees, $lO,OOO.
A building is badly needed to house ex-patients who have

become well enough to be discharged from the wards and
remain as employees. They can become self-supporting
much sooner when given an opportunity to work under the
favorable conditions of sanatorium life. The plans for the
building submitted are the same as last year and provide
accommodations for 16 men. This recommendation has
been embodied in a draft of a resolve submitted.

A fireproof building is needed in which to keep the insti-
tution automobiles. At present they are kept in an old
barn which is in bad repair. The room in which they are
stored can be heated only by electric radiators. By this
means the temperature can be kept above the freezing
point but not warm enough for washing the cars in winter.
This recommendation has been embodied in a draft of a
resolve submitted.

For fire protection there should be an additional water

tank and four hydrants placed about the grounds. The
erection of a 20,000-gallon tank on a 40-foot steel tower is
recommended. This recommendation is embodied in a draft
of a resolve submitted.

12. Purchase of Land, $1,500.
Adjoining the State property on the east there is a plot

of land 28.8 acres in area that would make a very valuable
addition to the institution. It could be used for pasturage
and has also quite a large growth of wood and timber. It
is also desired that it be acquired by the sanatorium, as the
male patients should have this area for exercise. This rec-
ommendation is embodied in a draft of a resolve submitted.

10. Garage, $3,500.

11. Water Tank and Hydrants, $3,000.
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Fireproof Vault, 52,500.
The plan submitted has been approved by the Commis-

sioner of Public Records. The construction of this vault is
necessary to enable the sanatorium to comply with the law
which requires specified records to be kept under fireproof
conditions. This recommendation has been embodied in a
draft of a resolve submitted.

Rutland State Sanatori
Prison Labor (for reclaiming Land on Farm), 55,00(

The use of prison labor at this sanatorium has proved a
uccessful experiment. Land has been reclaimed and made
uitable for agricultural and other purposes which never

could have been done under any other arrangement. This
amount is asked to continue this work for the present year.
This recommendation has been embodied in a draft of a
resolve submitted.

15. Building and equipping Kitchen, Service and Storehouse
Building, $73,000.

There are now four serving rooms and four dishwashing
rooms, necessitating four separate crews of employees. The
kitchen is a basement kitchen, small, cramped, dark, badly
ventilated and usually much overheated. It is an improper
kitchen for the amount of work it has to perform. As it is
located in the basement, and the serving and dining rooms.
except that for the male help, are on the floor above and
are widely separated, food has to be carried long distances
and reheated before being served. The proposed plan makes
for concentration of service; it places the kitchen on the
same floor with the dining rooms; the rearrangement of the
latter brings all dining rooms close to the kitchen, and calls
for one serving room and one dishwashing room, instead of
four as now. This will release nine employees. The food
will get to the tables hotter and quicker and with one less
handling than now. There will be a resulting economy inwater, heat, steam and labor, and the well-being and e
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fort of the patients will be greatly enhanced by the better
serving of the food. The rearrangement of the present
kitchen building will provide a new bakeshop, a much
needed enlargement of the storekeeper’s room, and a con-
centration of flour storage. This plan will bring about
economy in the number of employees, heat, light and steam,
concentration of kitchen, serving and dining rooms, with
resulting better service of food to patients and employees,
adequate refrigeration and improved storage facilities. This
recommendation has been embodied in a draft of a resolve
submitted.

16. Installation of Fireproof Vault, $3,000.
This request was made in 1916 and denied by the Legis-

lature. The object is to endeavor to comply with the law
governing the keeping of public records in a fireproof vault.
The Commissioner of Public Records asks us to comply
with said law. This recommendation has been embodied in
a draft of a resolve submitted.

17. Pavilion for Employees, $6,000.
This is asked for at the suggestion of the State Board of

Charity for the better protection of non-tuberculous em-
ployees. The shortage of workers caused by war conditions
can be largely eliminated by erhployment of ex-patients if
proper quarters are provided, so that such patients can be
segregated from other employees who have not had tuber-
culosis. It is only under some such arrangement whereby
ex-patient employees can be segregated and kept under close
supervision that their services can be utilized without
objection.




