
HOUSE No. 100

Hon. Albert P. Langtry, Secretary of the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts

Dear Sir : In compliance with the provisions of chapter
269 of the General Acts of the year 1915, the Massachusetts
Highway Commission has the honor to transmit herewith that
part of its annual report which contains recommendations for
legislative action, together with drafts of bills embodying the
legislation recommended.

ipectfullyYours re

WM. D. SOHIER
F. D. KEMP,
JAMES W. SYNAN,

Massachusetts Highway Commission.

etc Commontoealt!) of a@assat(jusctts.

Boston, Mass., Jan. 2, 1918.
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II EADLIGHTS.

The Commission believes that the existing motor vehicle laws
properly enforced are entirely adequate, and, on the whole, are
producing extremely good results.

me is true of the re Ration, made in October, 1915,
some motor vehicles still con-concerning headlights. While

tinue to violate the regulatio
pains to comply with it and t
headlights.

, a large majority have taken
do away with glaring, dazzling

It is extremely gratifying t
was about the first State to ;

o find that while Massachusetts
,dopt a regulation defining what

headlights should and should not be used, the regulation which
was adopted has been adopted almost in identical terms in
practically every State which has since enacted any law or
adopted any regulation on the subject. What is needed is a
proper enforcement of the regulation by the police in the vari-
ous cities and towns.

Several extremely satisfactory headlights have been made,
however, which are very well liked by the owners and operators
of the cars on which they have been installed, although they
do not comply with our statute if strictly construed. The
statute requires two white lights on the front of an automobile,
and one white light on the front of a motorcycle.

The special lights mentioned in the foregoing paragraph have
a yellow or amber tint, which, if the light behind them is
properly adjusted and is not of too great a candle power, fur-
nish an extremely good driving light, enabling the operator
to see the whole road and still the other users of the hiohwnvthe highway
are not dazzled

The Commission would therefore recommend that an amend-
ment be made in the statutes to permit the use of such lights
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and presents herewith the draft of an act to accomplish THIS
purpose.

Appropriations,

It will, in the opinion of the Commission, be unnecessary

this year to make a new appropriation for the construction of

State highways if the Commission is authorized to use in

future years all unexpended balances of any funds heretofore
appropriated for the construction or maintenance of highways,
and to use such balances and certain other funds which may

be available from time to time to meet the requirements of the
act of Congress providing for Federal aid in the construction
of highways under certain conditions.

It presents herewith the draft of an act to accomplish the
above purpose, and also a draft of an act to enable the Treas-

urer and Receiver-General to receive and disburse any money

that may become due to the Commonwealth from the United
States for or on account of the construction of any highways
under the terms of the so-called Federal Aid Act.




