
HOUSE No. 104

Board of Free Public Library Commissioners
Boston Dec. 31, 1917

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representati

In compliance with the provisions of chapter 269 of the
General Acts of the year 1915, I have the honor to present
the following extract from the twenty-eighth annual report
of the Board of Free Public Library Commissioners, covering
the year ending Nov. 30, 1917, embodying recommendations
for legislative action, and accompanied by drafts of two
bills covering the legislation recommended.

Respectfully submitted

CHARLES F. D. BELDEN

Cfic (Eommontocaltl) of egaosacijuscrts.

Chairman



FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMISSION. [Jan.9

EXTRACT FROM THE TWENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION FOR THE FISCAL
YEAR ENDING NOV. 30, 1917.

Recommendations.

In March, 1913, after the serious disturbances in Law-
rence among foreign-speaking people who understood neither
our language nor our laws, the Library Commission with
the cordial endorsement of the Governor recommended the
employment of a director of work with aliens, who could
study the problems, select the books, co-operate with exist-
ing associations, visit the local foreign socities in different
towns, and interest tire librarians, trustees, teachers and
others in the furtherance of their activities with the foreign
population; also, that provision should be made for occa-
sional assistance from competent representatives of the non-
English speaking races in different localities for lectures,
addresses, etc., and for other incidental expenses.

This message was received late in the session, and although
the importance of the work was appreciated, the Legislature
provided only for the appointment of a director of educa-
tional work for aliens and made no provision for other ex-
penses. The department was considered an experiment, but
it was understood that later, if warranted, adequate pro-
vision would be made for its maintenance. The experiment
has proved even more successful than anticipated. Miss
J. M. Campbell, the director, brought to the work long and
varied experience in similar efforts elsewhere. The Com-
mission has also had ’the active and unpaid service of many
leaders of the nationalities whose members it sought to
benefit. Without outside aid from interested individuals and
organizations like the Woman’s Education Association, the
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Old South Association, the Colonial Dames, the Golden
Link Society, the Circolo Italiano, the Dante Alighieri So-
ciety, the Alliance Franpaise, and even the government of
Sweden, but little progress could have been made, since the
appropriations of the Commission were granted specifically
for the benefit of libraries in small towns, especially for
those with a valuation of less than $1,000,000. Detailed
accounts of the progress of work with aliens may be found
in the annual reports of the Commission. Library work
with the foreign-born has had marked success in other
States as well as in Massachusetts.

Libraries are recognized as wholly non-political and non-
sectarian, and therefore have a special opportunity to in-
terest and instruct newcomers to this country in all that
pertains to good citizenship. This need is greatly increased
by the emergencies of the war when there is such urgent
necessity of instructing our foreign-speaking population in
the provisions of our laws and other questions of vital
importance.

Last winter at the request not only of the Commission
but of libraries all over the State and of societies and indi-
viduals actively working for the interests of the foreign-
speaking people and public security, a bill was reported by
the committee on State House and Libraries making pro-
vision for the expenses of this department, and until the
last days of the session it was confidently expected that the
much needed aid would be granted. Demands are con-
stantly being made by librarians, trustees, teachers and
foreign leaders in the larger towns and in the cities which
cannot be met by the Commission.

Adequate provision for this most important work is now
asked by the Board of Free Public Library Commissioners.

The provision for the general expenses of the Commission
was made in 1914, since which time legislation to raise the
pay of stenographers has been enacted, and the expense of
all clerical and other assistance has been proportionately
augmented. The expenses of the Commission have also been
unavoidably increased by the war, which has made it neces-
sary to engage temporary substitutes for its agent, Mr. Lowe,
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whose time has been so fully occupied at Ayer and in other
war work for which he was exceptionally well fitted and
where his services were urgently needed. The recent United
States tax law will also add very materially to the expense
of postage both for letters and parcel post. Express charges
have also been raised.

Last May, at the request of the Committee on Public
Safety, the Commission promptly undertook to provide books
for soldiers months before any provision was made by
popular subscription through the American Library Associa-
tion. A special act was passed authorizing the expenditure
'annually of $l,OOO from its existing appropriations, but in
order to avoid delay and unnecessary hearings no additional
appropriations were asked. The Commission now requests
an increase of its appropriations for war work, work with
aliens and general expenses.

CHARLES E. D. BELDEN,
ANNA M. BANCROFT,
ELIZABETH P. SOHIER,
FRANK H. HOWES,
HILLER C. WELLMAN

Commissio,


