
HOUSE No. 113
Bill accompanying the petition of Roland D. Sawyer for the nomina-

tion of candidates by caucuses and conventions in the absence ol
petitions for the holding of primary elections. Election Laws
January 3.

AN ACT
To provide for the Nomination of Certain Candidates by

Caucuses and Conventions in the Absence of Petitions
for the holding of Primaries.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

hundred and thirty-five of1 Section 1. Chapter ei
2 the acts of the year nineteen hundred and thirteen and
3 amendments thereto, is amended as' follows: by adding
4 at the end of section ninety-three the words: Pro-
-5 vided, however, that primaries to nominate candidates for
6 the office of governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary of
7 the commonwealth, treasurer and receiver-general,
8 auditor of the commonwealth, attorney-general, members
9 of the governor’s council, senators and representatives
10 to the general court, shall not he holden, unless a person
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighteen.
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duly qualified to hold said office shall file with the
secretary of the commonwealth, on a blank that shall
be furnished him for the purpose, a statement that he
desires to contest in a primary election for a designated
office, in a designated political party, and said statement,
duly sworn to, shall be accompanied by a petition on
blanks that shall be provided by the secretary for the
purpose, and stating that the petitioners are duly en-
rolled members of said political party and desire the
privilege of voting for said person as a candidate for the
designated office. If said statement and petition be
received by the secretary of the commonwealth not
later than five o’clock in the afternoon on the tenth
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Tuesday preceding the date of the state election, and
if the signers of said petition, duly certified as provided
by law for the nomination of candidates in section one
hundred and sixteen of this act number at least one
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thousand voters, not less than two hundred and fifty
from each of four counties in the case of an office to be
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30 filled by all the voters of the commonwealth, and in the
31 case of all other offices equal in the aggregate to five
32 voters for each ward or town in the district, but not
33 less than twenty-five nor more than two hundred and
34 fifty in any district, the secretary shall order a primary
35 election for the candidate of the designated political
36 party for the designated office, in which members of the
37 designated political party may vote. And said primary
38 shall be held according to the following provisions.
39 Section one hundred and ninety-one is stricken out
40 and the following new section is substituted:
41 The secretary of the commonwealth shall, not later
42 than one o’clock of the Friday next following the tenth
43 Tuesday preceding the state election, notify the chair-
-44 man and secretary of the state committee of every
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political party in the commonwealth, of the offices for
which primary elections to select candidates will be
held by the members of the respective political parties.
The chairman and secretary of the political parties in
the commonwealth shall not later than seven days after
such notification, issue a call for the holding of caucuses
for electing delegates to conventions to nominate all
candidates of their party for the offices where no primary
election of a candidate will be holden. Said caucuses
shall be held not later than the seventh Tuesday pre-
ceding the date of the state election, and conventions
shall be held not later than the sixth Tuesday preceding
the date of the state election, and no convention to
nominate candidates for any office shall be called for,
or held, on a date earlier than four days after the hold-
ing of the caucus for the choice of delegates thereto.
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No two political parties shall hold such caucuses on
the same day. The party first filing with the secretary
of the commonwealth the copy of the call as above
provided shall be entitled to precedence on the days
named.
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If there is a tie vote for delegates to a convention,66

or a place unfilled in a delegation, or a vacancy occa-
sioned by inability or neglect of a delegate elected to
attend a convention, such vacancies shall be filled only
by vote of the remaining members of the delegation at
a meeting called for the purpose. Such meeting shall
choose a chairman and secretary, and the secretary shall
notify the secretary of the convention of the action taken
relative to such vacancy, except that, if only one dele-
gate or two delegates were to be elected, the delegates
or the remaining delegate, as the case may be, shall fill
such vacancy and notify the secretary of the convention
of such action.
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If a majority of a delegation, or of caucus officers is
not elected, or there is a tie vote for candidates for an
elective office, the caucus shall at once proceed to
another ballot unless some one present entitled to vote
objects; in which case the caucus shall adjourn to any
subsequent day. The hour and place shall, if prac-
ticable, be the same as that named in the call.
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The presiding officer and secretary or clerk of each
caucus shall within three week days after its final ad-
journment deliver or send to each delegate to a political
convention, to each member of a political committee,
and to each caucus officer a certificate of his election,
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and to each candidate for an elective office a notice of91
his nomination.92

At a convention not held for the nomination of
candidates for any office to be filled by all the voters of
the commonwealth, by vote of one fourth of the dele-
gates present the nomination of any candidate shall be
made by roll call in the following manner: the secretary
of the convention shall call the roll of the towns and
cities in alphabetical order or of wards in a city in
numerical order, and each delegate shall, as his name is
called, state in the hearing of the convention the name
of the candidate for whom he desires to vote, and the
person receiving a majority of votes on such roll call
shall be the candidate of the convention.

93
94
95
96
97
98
99

100
101
102
103
104

1 Section 2. Any parts of acts inconsistent with this
2 amendment are hereby repealed.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


