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Bill accompanying the petition (taken from the files of last year)

of Elbridge G. Stevens that the city of Cambridge be authorized
to retire him on an annual pension. Social Welfare. January 4.

AN ACT
To authorize the City of Cambridge to Pension Elbridge G.

Stevens.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The city council of the city of Cambridge,
2 with the approval of the mayor, is hereby authorized to
3 retire, at his request, Elbridge G. Stevens, employed as a
4 cashier in the treasury department, and if so retired he
5 shall receive from the city of Cambridge for the remainder
6 of his life an annual pension equal to one half of the
7 compensation paid to him at the time of his retirement.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Cfte Commontoealtf) of s@assacf)iisetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighteen.
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State Board of Agriculture

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representc

In compliance with the provisions of chapter 269 of the
General Acts of the year 1915 I have the honor to present the
following parts of the sixty-fifth annual report of the secretary
of the State Board of Agriculture for the year ending Nov. 30,
1917, which contains recommendations for legislative action,
accompanied by drafts of bills embodying the legislation
recommended.

Yours respectfully,

WILFRID WHEELER,

Cfie Commontocaltf) of ejgassacfnisetts.

Secretan,



0 [Jan.AGRICULTURE.

The Market Question.
The law passed in 1915 requiring cities and towns of over

10,000 inhabitants to set aside public places for market sites,
and which was complied with by over 50 cities and towns, has
been little used until this year. Under the stress of distributing
the large crops, particularly of garden vegetables, and in the
desire on the part of the public to deal first hand with the
farmer, a general wish to make use of these places has come
about. Added to the places set aside and approved by the
Board in accordance with the law, public safety committees in
various towns have established market places to a large extent,
and it is safe to say at this time that practically every city and
more than one-third of the towns have tried out the experiment
of conducting an open-air market. There have been some
failures, but in most cases these markets have been unusually
successful, both from the farmers’ and the public’s standpoint.

The market gardeners, in conjunction with the United States
Department of Markets and the Public Safety Committee, have
this year established a daily market report for which they are
paying part of the expense. This report appears in most of
the Boston papers each day, and is based on wholesale and
retail figures secured at the various markets in the city.

The Board has tried during the past two years to secure
legislation establishing a bureau of markets as one step in a
better system of marketing; and while this measure has failed,
the present condition of affairs serves to more forcibly demand
the establishment of such a bureau. It is of interest to note
that in 1917 12 States established market bureaus, and that
now 28 States have such departments.

There is an increasing demand from cities and towns in the
State for the marketing assistance which can best be given bv
a State bureau. This past year, at the request of the city of

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LEGISLATION BY THE
STATE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.
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Leominster, the Board made a survey of the market demand
and the locally grown supply of farm produce for that city.
Interesting and important facts were brought out; for example,
that the vicinity of Leominster produces more than enough
apples and milk for its population, but is an importer of
potatoes and butter in large quantities. Facts such as these
could and should be secured for the entire State.

The rapid increase in the work of the United States Depart-
ment of Markets makes it imperative that the States do all
they can to assist in this very important work. I therefore
recommend the introduction of the market bill this year.

Lhe Joint Drainage Board.
The creation by the last Legislature, under chapter 212,

General Acts of 1917, of the Joint Board of Health and Agri-
culture to investigate the problem of drainage in the State
gives a slight impetus to this very important problem, the size
of which is not recognized as yet to any sufficient degree; and
the appropriation of only $2,000 for the work gave the Board
but little with which to accomplish results.

The Board was organized by the appointment on the part of
this Board of its drainage committee, and on the part of the
Health Commissioner of Messrs. Allen J. McLaughlin, M.D.,
John T. Wheelwright and George C. Whipple. Mr. Henry M.
Howard was elected chairman, Wilfrid Wheeler, secretary, and
X. H. Goodnough, engineer.

The Board has had but one meeting, as a whole, and one
hearing. But the chairman, secretary and engineer have been
in close touch with several problems, and have done much in-
vestigational work.

The Board was fortunate in securing from the United States
Department of Agriculture the services for three months of
Dr. A. P. Dachnowski on a co-operative basis of payment.
This has resulted in a very close study of the various types of
soil in our very varied soil problems connected with this work,
and it is expected that Dr. Dachnowski’s report will serve as
a basis in directing our work for the future in such sections as
may be best adapted to agricultural development. Particular
attention has been given in Dr. Dachnowski’s work to those
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large areas which involve from 1,000 to 10,000 acres. Surveys
are now being conducted in one of the cranberry sections with
a view to relieving adverse conditions, and it is the hope of the
Board to continue this work year by year. At this time it is
safe to say that we have only made a slight beginning on the
question of soils connected with this work, while we have not
attempted to go into the engineering problems.

It would be most advisable to have a large enough appro-
priation to continue Dr. Dachnowski’s work, and with that the
necessary surveys, so that when the State is ready to take up
the actual work all the data will be ready.

The Board was also asked to amend the present drainage
laws, and a subcommittee are at work on these, which will un-
doubtedly have a draft of a bill ready for presentation to the
Legislature.

One fact stands out prominently in the investigation so far,
and that is the enormous amount of peat in our meadows of
eastern Massachusetts. And while this material varies in con-
siderable degree, it offers at once a problem in the study of
which the State would now do well to embark, not only for its
fuel value, which is potentially enormous, but for the other
possibilities contained therein. Indeed, the problems raised by
this investigation are such as to warrant a permanent study of
all our wet' lands, for as yet little is understood in relation to
them. Your secretary would recommend that the Board sup-
port a further appropriation for this work and also a change in
the mill acts so as to permit farmers to install irrigation systems.

Exhibitions and Contests.
The Eastern States’ Exposition held a very successful fair at

Springfield from October 12 to 20, 1917, and the Board was
well represented by a splendid State exhibit of apples cran-
berries, potatoes, and market-garden products gotten too-ether
under the direction of Mr. A. W. Lombard. Dr. B. N. Gates
also brought together a very attractive display of extracted
honey and apiary appliances at this time.

The following special medals were offered by the Board toexhibitors at the Eastern States’ Exposition:
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A silver medal for the grower winning the most prizes at the Eastern
btates Fruit Show was won by Wright A. Root, Easthampton.

A silver medal for the best collection of vegetables from a vegetable
growers association of Massachusetts was won by the Boston Market
Gardeners’ Association.

A silver medal for the best limited collection of vegetables from an in-
dividual grower of Massachusetts was won by J. M. and A. H. Smith,
West Springfield.

A bronze medal for the best unlimited collection of vegetables from an
individual grower from Massachusetts was won by E. L. Lewis, Taunton.

A special medal was awarded to Miss Margaret Mahaney of
Concord for the work she has done in turkey raising. This
medal was awarded after her place had been visited by the
committee on domestic animals of the board.

At its public winter meeting in Springfield the annual corn
show, exhibit of boys’ and girls’ club work, and milk, cream
and butter show were held. Prizes wore again offered for bee-
keepers’ exhibits at the Worcester and Greenfield fairs. Instead
of conducting an orchard contest the money for this appropria-
tion was used for the prizes for Massachusetts winners at the
New England Fruit Show, and for the publication and distribu-
tion of a circular on the use of “fruit as a food.” This proved
to be a very popular circular, and 85,000 copies were distributed,
particularly among fruit growers and retail grocers throughout
the State. Your secretary feels- that this sort of advertising
in order to increase consumption is the very best method of
increasing production; for fruit or any other farm commodity
will certainly be produced in sufficient quantity if there is a
profitable demand for it.

The New England Fruit Show was held in Boston from
October 31 to November 4 in connection with the annual meet-
ing of the American Pomological Society and the fall exhibition
of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society. An exhibit of Mas-
sachusetts apples set up by the Board attracted much favorable
comment. Unfortunately, the people of Boston did not seem
to know about the show, and the attendance was light.

A prize of $lO was offered by the Board at the meeting of
the New England Turkey Breeders’ Association held in Concord
November 17 and 18.
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The increase in special exhibitions throughout the State each
year places demands upon the slender appropriations which are
hard to meet. These exhibitions are certainly worthy of sup-
port, as they constantly serve to remind people of the specialties
which Massachusetts agriculture seems to be developing. To
take care of increasing demands and to place a suitable exhibit in
the State Building next year, I recommend that the appropria-
tion for special exhibitions be increased from $2,000 to $4,000.

NUKSEUY Inspection.

The work of the nursery inspection service this year has been,
as in 1916, in two parts, nursery inspection proper, and work
on the white pine blister rust. In the nursery inspection the
usual examinations of nurseries for pests and diseases have been
carried on, imported nursery stock and fruit have been exam-
ined, and the usual duties of the office have been continued.
Two or three cases of pests and diseases, liable to be serious
in Massachusetts, have been found on stock coming into the
State, and in all these cases the plants having these troubles
have been destroyed. The nurseries themselves have been
found fully up to the standards of previous years, and the
work, which is protective in its nature, has been fully as effec-
tive as hitherto.

The work on the blister rust is still in progress, and no com-
plete statements, therefore, can be made. Inspection for this
disease has been made in every city and town in the State, and,
in areas where greatest danger of the disease existed, special
attention has been given to bringing it, as far as possible, under
control. The labor situation, enlistments and the draft, to-
gether with an unfortunate but necessary change of policy for
the work during the summer, have had an injurious effect upon
the results; but many thousands of diseased pines, currants
and gooseberries have been found and destroyed, thus checking
a further spread of the disease from those plants, and in several
areas, where the pine is particularly valuable and should be
preserved at any cost, eradication of all currants and goose
berries has been undertaken, these being a distinct menace to
the pines so long as they existed. In the last Legislature a bill
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providing compensation for owners of undiseased plants re-
moved because they were a menace was rejected. This is much
to be regretted; for while no one should claim compensation for
diseased plants destroyed, those yet undiseased, but necessarily
removed because of their liability to disease and their power to
convey it to pines, stand on a different basis, and it would seem
that the owner of such plants should receive at least partial
compensation for his loss.

Owing to the resignation of Dr. H. T. Fernald and the in-
creasing work of the nursery inspection service, it is essential
that a man should be employed who can give his whole time
to the work and therefore that a living salary should be paid.
I therefore recommend that the present clause of the law,
fixing the salary at 1500, be amended by giving the secretary
of the State Board of Agriculture authority to fix the salary,
with the approval of the Governor and Council.

The Apple Grading Law.
The apple grading law has entered on the second year of its

enforcement, and both growers and dealers are now fairly
familiar with the law. Mr. R. E. Annin, Jr., has been in charge
as chief deputy inspector, and four other inspectors have been
employed intermittently.

The principal apple shipping section of the State is in
Franklin County, where about 100,000 barrels are shipped
annually from the stations at Buckland, Shelburne Falls
Colrain, Cbarlemont and Greenfield. An apple inspector
was located in this territory during October and November
and has thus been able to keep close track of these shipments
Few of the apples in this section come to Boston, the majority
being sold to buyers from Providence, Ballston, New York
New York City, Pittsburg, Indianapolis and Chicago. Up
the outbreak of the war about 20 cars a year went to South
America. This will show what a wide distribution Massa-

1chusetts-grown apples have, ai
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and it will certainly not be long before a State without such a
law will be conspicuous.

A number of minor violations of the law have been found,
and in these cases your secretary has deemed it sufficient to
call the attention of the party responsible to the error, and to
warn him that we would expect to find his shipments correctly
branded in the future. Of minor violations of this kind we
have had 69.

Four cases have been entered in court and three convictions
secured. The other case is now pending. In one case the de-
fendant pleaded guilty, and the case was filed at the suggestion
of the Commonwealth. In the other two cases the defendant
was convicted and a fine imposed. The cost of enforcing the
law has been about $2,100.

There are three minor amendments to the language of the
law which should be made to strengthen it. These amend-
ments do not alter its intent in any way. In the first place,
the present section 3 of the law in its present form provides
that the legal marks on barrels can be accompanied by certain
other marks, provided these marks are not inconsistent with or
more conspicuous than the marks required by law; this is
phrased as a permission, and the language of this section
should be changed so as to make it a prohibition.

In the second place, the maximum penalty for second
offences should be increased from $lOO to $2OO. There is no
minimum penalty, and the court may still impose as small a
fine as it desires. In case of flagrant and repeated violation
the present maximum fine of $lOO is hardly large enough to act
as a deterrent, especially in the c
operations of considerable size.
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The Fairs.
The greatly increased interest in the quantity and source of

our food supply was undoubtedly a factor in a splendid at-
tendance at most of our agricultural fairs. A number of fairs
enjoyed exceptional prosperity, notably the Northampton Fair,
which has just erected two new brick buildings, and the
Greenfield Fair, which had the largest attendance in its
history.

Owing to the passage of the anti-aid amendment the reim-
bursement from the State which the fairs will receive in August,
1918, will be the last they can receive in this way. Your
secretary believes, however, that it would be a grave mistake
for the State to abandon the practice of offering prizes for
worthy displays of agricultural products, and believes that in
any reorganization that is effected provision should be made for
offering these prizes directly by the State instead of by the
society. While the anti-aid amendment forbids the payment
of any money to private organizations there is nothing in it to
prevent the State’s offering prizes, as, for instance, for potatoes
at the Blandford Fair, the classes to be judged by judges ap-
pointed by the Board, and the prize money to be paid directly
to the winners from the office of this Board. This will mean,
in other words, that the administrative work of offering prizes
for agricultural objects will have to be done directly by the
Board instead of by the societies as heretofore.

I therefore recommend the introduction of a law into the
Legislature providing for the distribution of prize money by
the State Board of Agriculture, and that an appropriation of
140,000 be made for this work.

Farmers’ Institutes
The institute work for 1917 was conducted along the usual

lines, with good results.
Two of the societies held four institutes each; 9 held three;

4, two; 9, one each, and 8 did not hold any. In addition, 19
outside organizations held institutes to which the Board fur-
nished speakers. The aggregate attendance for the year was
11 450, or an average of 98 per session.
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The list of lecturers, with subject index as revised and ap-
proved by the committee on institutes and public meetings,
contains the names of four new speakers, one each on bee-
keeping, birds, poultry and the Federal Land Bank. Five
names were discontinued, four on the recommendation of the
committee, and one at the suggestion of the speaker.

Your secretary attended the annual meeting of the American
Association of Farmers’ Institute Workers, at Washington
November 12 to 14, and, as a member of the Standing Com-
mittee on Co-operation, with other educational agencies pre-
sented the report of that committee, and also made a brief
statement on the institute work of Massachusetts for the past
season.

Our appropriation of $8,500 for “Dissemination” proved in-
sufficient this year to take care of the increased demand for
institute speakers, and it was necessary to refuse many re-
quests. I have therefore estimated an additional $l,OOO for
disseminating useful information, $7OO of which will be used to
meet the call for institute speakers, and $3OO to permit of the
intermittent employment of a market agent to conduct market
investigations in the State.

Publications.
The same number of copies of Part I. of Agriculture of Mas-

sachusetts was printed as last year. The demand for the vol-
ume was large, and, with the exception of a few reserves, the
1,500 copies were exhausted early in the summer. A further
saving has been effected in the printing of the annual report,
and I therefore recommend that this appropriation be reduced
from $5,000 to $4,500.


