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To the Honorable Senate and Hon f Representative

In compliance with the provisions of chapter 269 of the
General Acts of 1915, the Commission on Waterways and
Public Lands has the honor to present the following parts
of its annual report covering the year ending Nov. 30, 1917,
which contain recommendations for legislative action, each
accompanied by a draft of a bill embodying the legislation
recommended.

Respectfully for the Commission,

JOHN N. COLE,

Clic Commoiitoralil) of ajassaclnisras.

Chairman.
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Further Improvement and Development of the Port
of Boston.

1. The Commission, for the purpose of further improve-
ing and developing the port of Boston, deems it both neces-
sary and desirable that the work hereinafter described,
which is enumerated in the Commission’s estimate for
appropriations for the year 1918, filed with the Auditor of
the Commonwealth as required by law, should be carried
into effect, and recommends that the necessary legislation
be enacted.

2. Legislation is also recommended providing for the acqui-
sition by purchase or otherwise of the location, tracks and
trackage rights and privileges of the Union Freight Railroad
Company in Boston, or any part thereof; for connections
with such tracks and locations to and from any piers or
terminals; and for laying tracks along Northern Avenue
and across Northern Avenue bridge, and in any public way
or ways lying between Atlantic Avenue and the water front
of Boston.

3. The Commission recommends that the provisions of
law relating to tidal rivers be made applicable so far as is
necessary and desirable to the nontidal part of the Taunton
River, in order that regulation and control may be exercised
by this Commission to the same extent as is provided in
existing laws relating to the nontidal part of the Merrimack
River.

Westfield River, Chicopee River, Deerfield River
and Millers River.

4. Jurisdiction by this Commission as comprehensive as
that now contained in existing laws relating to the Con-
necticut River is recommended with respect to Westfield,
Chicopee, Deerfield and Millers rivers, important tributaries
thereof.
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The necessity for the prevention of undue encroachments
upon the waters of these tributaries, and for the regulation,
control and licensing of structures thereon, calls for the same
supervision that is required along the banks of the Con-
necticut River.

Conserving and Equalizing the Flow of Water in
Rivers and Streams.

The annual report of the Commission for 1916 contains
a preliminary report, under the provisions of chapter 113

of the Resolves of 1915 which authorized and directed the
Board of Harbor and Land Commissioners to investigate the
matter of conserving and equalizing the flow of water in the
rivers and natural streams of the Commonwealth. Thi
resolve also authorized the expenditure for the purposes of
the resolve, during the years 1915, 1916 and 1917, of not
exceeding $20,000 in addition to the unexpended balance of
an appropriation made to carry on an investigation of this
matter under authority of chapter 95 of the Resolves of
1914

A. special report on this subject will be made during the
present legislative session, which will show in detail what
has been thus far accomplished.

It is recommended that the investigation provided for by
the resolve of 1915 aforesaid be continued, and that author-
ity be given this Commission to expend the sum of $lO,OOO

balance of the appropriation
tigation authorized by the

in addition to the unexpendc
made to carry on the im

the purposes set forth in said915 aforesaid forresolv
resolv

PondsGreat

0. In its report for the y ar 1916, the Commission con-

curred in the views of its predecessors in authority with
respect to the importance of many of the great ponds, and
the necessity of additional surveys, maps, plans and other
data relating to the same and to the islands therein.

The Commission, after a complete year of service, is fully
I that a more comprehensive supervision, regula
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tion and control are both necessary and desirable, and again
recommends that it be given the necessary authority to
make surveys, examinations, maps and plans of the great
ponds of the Commonwealth containing ten or more acres
of land, also of the islands in said ponds, and to ascertain
so far as is practicable the location, extent and description
of the ponds shown and islands in said ponds, and that an
appropriation therefor be made.

7. The proper location of fish weirs in Provincetown
Harbor, as well as in all other tidewaters of the Common-
wealth, under licenses and permits granted by the mayor
and aldermen of a city and the selectmen of a town lying
upon tidewater and by authority of section 116 of chapter 91
of the Revised Laws, as amended by chapter 523 of the
Acts of 1913 and chapter 54 of the General Acts of 1917,
is an important subject for consideration. Not only should
the location of the structure be so fixed as to cause the
least interference with navigation, but a location suitable

determined. Therefore the
section 116 of chapter 91 of
amended so as to authorize
city and the selectmen of a
to grant authority or license
pound nets or fish traps in
where no harbor line exists,

for fishing purposes should be
Commission recommends that
the Reviserl Laws be further
the mayor and aldermen of a
town bordering upon tidewater
for the construction of weirs,
tidewater, not only in locations
but also in locations beyond established harbor lines, and
still further amended so as to authorize the Commission on
Waterways and Public Lands to approve, in its discretion,
and upon such terms and conditions as it may deem neces-
sary, or to disapprove, any authority or license given by
the mayor and aldermen and selectmen, as aforesaid, for
constructing such weirs, pound nets or fish traps, not only
in locations where no harbor lines exist, but also in locations
bevond established harbor lines.

Fish Weirs.
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Harbor and Land Commissioners’ Tidewater Fund.
8. By chapter 257 of the Acts of 1912 the Harbor and

Land Commissioners’ Tidewater Fund was established, into
which all moneys received in payment for tidewater dis-
placement and for rights and privileges granted in tide-
water land of the Commonwealth, under licenses granted by
the Board of Harbor and Land Commissioners by authority
contained in chapter 96 of the Revised Laws, for structures
and other work under the jurisdiction of the Board at that
time, were to be paid. In view of the establishment of the
Commission on Waterways and Public Lands, and succession
to the powers and duties of the former Board of Harbor
and Land Commissioners, it is recommended that this fund
be now designated as the Waterways Fund.




