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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representativ
In accordance with the provisions of chapter 269 of the

General Acts of the year 1915, I have the honor to present
herewith such parts of my annual report as contain recom-
mendations for legislative action, accompanied by drafts of
bills embodying the legislation recommended.

Very respectfully,

JOHN H. PLUNKETT,
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Chief, Massachusetts District Police
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1. An Act relative to the inspection of buildings
I would respectfully recommend the amendment of chap-

ter 655, Acts of 1913, to the extent that suitable incombusti-
ble receptacles shall be provided for ashes and other refuse
material, and that no part of any building designated in
said chapter shall be used for the storage of any combustible
material except upon the written permission of the inspector,
approved by the Chief of the District Police.

2. An Act relative to the operation and inspection of
steam boilers.

Considerable time of the Inspectors in the boiler inspection
department is spent in their efforts to collect the fees for
boiler inspections, the provisions' of the statute being such
that the inspector is required to issue the certificate of in-
spection authorizing the use of the boiler at the time of the
inspection, providing the boiler is in safe working order,
while the owner is allowed to pay the inspection fee at his
pleasure; this, of course, was not the intention of the Leg-
islature in the enactment of the law. I would therefore re-
spectfully recommend an amendment to the law remedying
this defect.

3. An Act to establish the clerical force of the District
Police. ’

I feel it my duty to again recommend the codification of
the different statutes,providing for appointments to the sten-
ographic and clerical branch of the Force into one general
law, which would tend to increase the efficiency of this
branch by making their service more general when occasion
required. During the year, notwithstanding that additional
labor was exacted from the clerical force by the enactment
of chapter 43, General Acts of 1917, and by other causes in-
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cident to extraordinary conditions existing, the amount ex-
pended for extra clerical service was $876.39. While this was
a reduction as compared with 1916, I feel that it can be
entirely avoided by the adoption of this codification.

4. An Act to establish the salaries of the officers, members,
clerks and stenographers of the District Police.

With reference to the compensation of the members of the
respective departments of the Force, it is to be noted that
men employed in the different trades over whose work the
building and boiler inspectors have jurisdiction are receiving
in most instances higher compensation than the members of
the Force, in proof of which at the last examination held for
boiler inspectors but eleven candidates appeared for exam-
ination, a fact which indicates that the position at this time
is not very attractive; also, with reference to the members
of the detective department, it is common knowledge that
many officers holding positions in police departments of the
cities of the Commonwealth, which do not require the knowl-
edge and judgment expected of the members of this depart-
ment, are receiving higher compensation; with reference to
the clerks and stenographers of the Force, it has been dif-
ficult to retain their services for the reason that higher
wages are paid in other departments and by private con-
cerns, and the constant changes which have accordingly been
made have had a decidedly bad effect upon the efficiency of
the work of the departments affected.

Realizing as I do the drain upon the finances of the Com-
monwealth due to the extraordinary conditions existing, I
feel that the demand for an increase in compensation should
be tempered by good judgment, and therefore would re-
spectfully recommend an increase in the salaries of the offi-
cers, members and office employees of this Force. I, of
course, know that this matter is being studied by the Super-
visor of Administration with great care and with a desire to
do justice to all the State employees, notwithstanding which
I feel it my duty, at this time, to make this recommendation.

5. Resolve to provide for repairs of the machinery of the
steamer “Lotis.”

I am advised by the officer in charge of the State steamer
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“Lotis” that it will be necessary for certain repairs to be
made, entailing the probable expenditure of $4,000, such re-
pairs being necessary in order that the steamer may be in
condition for the service for which it was constructed,
that of enforcing the laws of the Commonwealth upon the
waters of the Commonwealth. I would therefore recommend
that the sum of $4,000 be appropriated for this purpose.


