
Metropolitan Park Commission

To the Honorable Senate and Hou. of Representatives, State How
Hosti

Gentlemen: In compliance with the provisions of chap-
ter 269 of the General Acts of the year 1915, I have the
honor to present the following parts of the annual report of
the Metropolitan Park Commission for the year ending
Nov. 30, 1917, which contain recommendations for legis-
lation, accompanied by drafts of the hills embodying the
legislation recommended.

Yours respectfully,

GEO. LYMAN ROGERS

HOUSE No. 192

Cijc Commoiilucaltl) of £J3assattnisctts.

Secretary

Boston, Dec. 27 1917,
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The Board has found itself greatly embarrassed in the
matter of carrying out the requirements of the statutes
relating to the care and maintenance of channels to and in
Broad and Lechmere canals, Charles River Basin. Section
7 of chapter 465 of the Acts of 1903, as amended by Acts
of 1909, chapter 524, and Acts of 1910, chapter 582, section
2, requires the Board to maintain these channels and canals
at a depth prescribed in the act and free from ice in winter.
For this purpose the Board for several years estimated the
probable cost of such work, and included the same in its
estimates for the maintenance appropriations for the ensuing
year; and, to carry out the purposes of this act, contracted
for such machinery, tugboats and labor as the circumstances
each year seemed to require, but owing to the increasing
difficulty in obtaining tugboats, and particularly in the cost
of the same, special legislation was asked of the Legislature
of 1917 to enable the Board to buy and operate a tugboat
to do this work required by the statute. Although the
Board furnished estimates of cost of purchase and operation
which seemed to it to indicate a financial as well as practical
advantage, the legislation was refused. Prices have since
increased, and the difficulties of hiring a tugboat have
multiplied, owing to the taking over of many boats by the
United States government. For the winter of 1917 and
1918 it seemed for a long time as if, in spite of advertising
and soliciting, no tugboat suitable for ice-breaking could be
obtained. Finally, however, a boat was secured at a price
greatly in excess of the prices of previous years and the
estimated appropriation for the year. The Board asks that
provision be made for the excess in cost of maintaining this
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tugboat over the estimate submitted in October, and renews
its request for authority to buy and operate a tugboat.

The Board also asks for perfecting legislation to complete
its authority to expend such money as may be necessary
from time to time to maintain the channels and canals at
all times at the depths required by law.




