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State Department of Health

To the HonorableSenate and House of Representative

In compliance with the provisions of chapter 269 of the
General Acts of the year 1915, I have the honor to present
herewith such parts of the fourth annual report of the State
Department of Health for the year ending Nov. 30, 1917,
as contain recommendations for legislative action, accom-
panied by drafts of the bills embodying the legislation rec-
ommended.

Respectfully

Cite ComimmUiciilth of coassiKimsms.

a. j. McLaughlin,
Commissioner of Health.

Boston, Dec. 31, 1917.
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1. An Act to promote the practice of school hygiene and
the health and welfare of school children.

The medical inspection of schools as now carried on
throughout the Commonwealth under chapter 502 of the
Acts of 1906 falls far short of realizing the benefits which
were contemplated under that act. Since the character of
medical inspection was left to individual physicians and
school committees, its efficiency varies with the community.
With few exceptions there is no provision for such inspec
tion in private or parochial schools, where such work is
equally as necessary as in the public school

There is a necessity for proper minimum standards and
central supervision to bring about uniformity of method in
maintaining such standards

Because proper school hygiene work is one of the great
practical agencies in health saving, this bill is proposed.

2. An Act to provide for the physical examination of in-
mates of penal institutions.

The inmates of the various penal institutions represent a
class which is notoriously subject to communicable diseases,
particularly tuberculosis and the venereal diseases. While
they are under restraint it becomes the duty of the Common-
wealth to see that they are rendered, so far as possible, free
from danger to other classes of society after they have served
their sentences. It is also a moral obligation upon the Com-
monwealth to prevent them from infecting their fellow in
mates while serving sentence

The Director of Prisons has long felt the need of standard-
ization of medical care of prisoners and has conferred with
the State Commissioner of Health on several occasions with
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reference to this subject. As a result the following draft of a
bill is submitted jointly by the two departments.

3. An Act relative to the powers and authority of analysts
and chemists in the employ of the State Department of
Health.

Section 5, chapter 75 of the Revised Laws, should be
amended in such a manner that the analysts and chemists
shall have the same power as the inspectors. This is par-
ticularly desirable when sudden requests come into the De-
partment for an inspector to examine certain shipments of
food which have arrived in a decomposed condition. Under
our present statutes only an inspector can confiscate these
articles, and when the requests come to the Department it
frequently happens that the inspectors are out of town upon
special assignments. The draft of a bill covering the pro-
posed amendment is attached.

4 and 5. An Act declaring reports and records of venereal
diseases confidential, and An Act relative to the sale and
distribution of certain drugs. To supplement the program of
the State Department of Health for the suppression and con-
trol of venereal diseases, there are submitted herewith two
bills, one declaring reports and records of venereal diseases
confidential, and the other forbidding the sale and distribu-
tion of drugs, medicines or other substances purporting to
be used for the cure or alleviation of the venereal diseases.




