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Cllie Commontoealdb of f^assaclnisctts.

State Board of Charity

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
In compliance with the provisions of chapter 269 of the

General Acts of 1915, I have the honor to present the fol-
lowing part of the thirty-ninth annual report of the State
Board of Charity covering the year ending Nov. 30, 1917,
which contains recommendations for legislative action.

The same is accompanied by drafts of two bills embodying
the legislation recommended.

Very respectfully,

ROBERT W. KELSO,
Secretary.

Boston, Dec. 27, 1917.
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RECOMMENDATIONS TO BE CONTAINED IN THE
THIRTY-NINTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
STATE BOARD OF CHARITY.

1. Further Extension of the State’s Facilities for

Institutional Care of Feeble-minded Persons.

The Board, through first-hand knowledge gained in execut-
ing the laws touching public relief, realizes the critical need
of further protection of the community against the effects of
feeble-mindedness by cutting off this prolific source of public
dependency. It therefore urges upon the Legislature the ex-
pediency of an extension of the State’s present facilities for
institutional care and treatment of feeble-minded persons
to provide protection and segregation for such of them as
may be found a danger to the public well-being and to
themselves if left at large in the community. No bill ac-
companies this recommendation.

The need of provision for hospital care for sick State minor
wards long ago reached an acute stage. It is manifest in the
annual requests of the trustees of the State Infirmary for
buildings in which to house State wards, and in the recom-
mendations of the State Board of Charity for a hospital for
sick State children.

The recommendation for such a hospital, to be located at
some place other than Tewksbury, has been made by the
Board each year since 1913. The Board has constantly in
its care hundreds of children, each of whom is for days, weeks
or perhaps months in need of hospital treatment. Such chil-
dren are for the time being incapable of placement in homes.

2. Establishment of a Hospital for the Care and
Treatment of Sick State Minor Wards.
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They require treatment in some institution until their health
is such that they may be sent out into the community. With
a total of 6,272 children in the Board’s care, this margin of
cases requiring hospital treatment is constant, and may be
expected to increase each year in exact proportion to the
normal increase in the toal number of wards.

The Board has no hospital in which to treat these chil-
dren. Some, falling sick in their foster homes, are cared for
by private hospitals at State expense. Most are sent to the
State Infirmary, the only public institution to which the
Board can send them. Here they are out of place and
greatly hamper the infirmary in its more legitimate activities.
Thus located, they are an ever-increasing danger to them-
selves. At the same time they lose the benefit of special
care and treatment so frequently demanded by the miserable
condition in which they are found by the authorities, and in
which they remain at the time of commitment to the Board’s
custody. A bill accompanies this recommendation.

3, Provision at Norfolk State Hospital for the
Reception and Care of Female Inebriates.

Chapter 73 of the General Acts of 1915 authorized the
commitment of female inebriates to Norfolk State Hospital.
Chapter 69 of the General Acts of 1917 amended the said
chapter 73 and through some inadvertence, as this Board
is informed, repealed the provision for such commitments of
female inebriates. In the meantime no women have been
committed to the Norfolk State Hospital because there have
been no facilities there for their reception and care. Last
year this Board recommended the establishment of such
facilities. This year the Board recommends the re-enactment
of the provision for the commitment of female inebriates to
the Norfolk State Hospital, and repeats its recommendation
of last year that facilities be there established for their re-
ception and care. As the Board understands that the Com-
mission on Mental Diseases will submit a bill accomplishing
such re-enactment, it desires to add its recommendation to
that of the Commission without itself submitting a bill.
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4. Amendment of Chapter 181 of the Acts of the

Year 1910, rendering the Approval of the State
Board of Charity requisite to the Incorporation

of Private Charities, and providing that all

Changes of Name or of Purposes shall be investi-
gated in Like Manner with Petitions for Incorpo-

ration.

Under the existing statute the Board is required to investi-
gate all petitions for the incorporation of private charities,
to give public hearings and to report its findings to the Sec-
retary of the Commonwealth. The operation of this law,
in connection with chapter 402 of the Acts of the year 1903,
requiring annual reporting by all charities, and chapter 379
of the Acts of the year 1909, providing annua! inspection of
incorporated charitable agencies, is demonstrating beyond all
question the wisdom of State supervision of incorporated
charitable agencies. Though this policy is of recent date,
the incorporated charities of the entire Commonwealth have
come to look upon State supervision as a help in the devel-
opment of right standards of relief. Bearing in mind the
public trusteeship involved in every private charity, the
Board believes that the time has come when its special
knowledge in the field of private charities should be brought
to bear upon all new petitions for the incorporation of char-
ities by rendering its approval requisite to the issuance of a
charter. The recommendation is repeated from former years.
A bill is submitted.


